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The cases coded here come from the rolls of the justices of gaol delivery. The originals are located in the National Archives (Public Record Office in Kew in United Kingdom). The classification when I read these records in 1966-68 and in 1974 was Justice Itinerate 3 (JI3). The classification is now Just. 3. Go to the website for the national archives for more information. An excellent Index to the rolls is in the PRO but is not published. It was done by C. A. F. Meekings. The gaol delivery rolls formed the basis of my doctoral dissertation, “A Study of Crime in Norfolk, Northamptonshire, and Yorkshire, 1300-1348.” University of Michigan, 1970. For my book, Crime and Conflict in English Communities, 1300-1348 (Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press, 1979), I added Huntingdonshire, Essex, Somerset, Herefordshire, and Surrey. In addition I have included some of the Oyer and Terminer sessions (JI 1) and some of the King’s Bench (KB) sessions. The first three counties, Norfolk, Northamptonshire, and Yorkshire, have data that continues to the late fourteenth century. My initial plan was to study the three counties through the whole of the century. I discarded that plan because, following the Black Death in 1348, the records became more sporadic. The drop in the number of cases was not so much the result of the plague, but rather the result of the development of the Justices of the Peace who increasingly took over the administration of criminal law. For the increased importance of the Justices of the Peace see Bertha Haven Putnam, Proceedings before the Justices of the Peace in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries (London, 1938). The peace rolls, being more local records, are not well preserved. The crown also became less assiduous about collecting the records of the justices of gaol delivery, when these justices tried cases. It is difficult to know what is missing from the rolls after 1348.
The materials from the data sheets were put on a mainframe computer in the mid-1970s to perform the calculations for the book (those for the dissertation were hand calculated because it was done before computers were readily available). In various moves, as the cards and the tape became outdated, I threw them away. What is available now are the raw data sheets, but they are still very useful for research.
The information on the sheets contains the name of the county and the gaol being delivered, the justices, the archive number and the date appear before the entries. These entries may appear at the top of the page of partway down the page depending on the number of people being delivered. It should be fairly clear. The sheets are sometimes in pencil because these were ones that I read in the archives and sometimes in pen when I was working from microfilm. The pencil ones can be a bit dim.
Across the top of the sheets are sometimes written the material to be found in each column. But in the process of coding so many cases, I gave up this practice. The first column has an arbitrarily imposed case number. These are unreliable as I tended to lose count. Do not rely on these for a numerical count. The next column is the hundred. Information about the accused follows in the next 5 columns: the sex of the accused, kin relationship, occupation, indictment, approver. The next columns list the felony, sentence, punishment, chattels if hanged, return to prison, ?, circumstances. Stolen goods and value follow. Then the victim (sometimes the name, sometimes an indication of a woman, but if nothing, then the victim was a man), place of crime and perhaps the name of the accused. 

Sex of accused and victim: 
F or M derived from the name. 
Occupation: 
A   agriculture

S   servant

C  clergy

M  merchant 

L  laborer

O official

F fisherman

I  miller

T  smith

B sheepherder

H butcher

Kinship Relation:

W wife

I  widow

H husband

T  sister

B  brother

F  father

M  mother

D  daughter

S  son

Indictment:

S  sheriff

C  coroner

J   justice of king
P  justice of the peace

A  approver

B   bailiff of hundred or liberty

Personal Suit:

W  wronged person

F  family of above

Suit Dropped:

A amercement

K king prosecutes

I imprisonment of prosecutor

Stolen Goods Go To: 

K  king

O  owner

.

Sentence or outcome:
A  acquittal
C  conviction

D  acquittal because under 12d.

E   acquittal because under 12 years of age

F  did not appear for trial. Sheriff ordered to find him and bring him to the next delivery
G  confesses guilt

Punishment:

H  hanging

D draw and quarter

B  burn

I   imprisonment

F  fined

O  outlawed

M  mutilation

P  pardon

C  benefit of clergy

Returned to Prison:

B  bono et malo

P  await confirmation of pardon

J   default of jury

A  ad dietam

N  ad penam forte et dure
C  information from Chancery

F  principal criminal not captured yet

H  held for another crime

R  convicted but pregnant

O  official defaults

K  turned king’s approver

E   await additional information

Felony:

H  homicide

M  homicide with malice aforethought

S  homicide with self defense

B  burglary

R  robbery

L  larceny

E  receiving

A  arson
P  rape

F  forgery

C  counterfeiting

W  wounding

Y  mayhem

T  failure to abjure the realm

N false accusation

Place:

H  house

B  barn

F  field

R  highway

M  mill

V  village

C   church

T  tavern

Circumstances:
A  alcohol

B  brawl

F  argument

R  robbery

H  harvest

N  night

Death Instrument:

B  blade

C  club or staff

A  agricultural implement

Stolen goods:

Livestock:

C  chickens

S  sheep

G  geese

H  horse

O  ox

V  cow

Q  pigs

Foodstuffs:

W  wheat

B  barley

R  rye

A  malt

H  ham or meat

F  fish

Clothing:

T  tunic

I  supertunic, hat or cap

Household:

L bowl

K knife or spoon

E sheets

M money

J jewels and place

P cloth

Y pelts

As I went on with the research I simplified goods stolen to:

W  wool

L  livestock

H  household

C  clothing

G grain

F  fish

B  bread and other food stuffs

P  cloth

