Dade County, Florida Homicides – (Indian Key, Miami)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1836:  no court records found

No homicides found yet.
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1843, Sept.




Key Biscayne, DADE
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM WHITE by SLAVES
Motive:  
ROBBERY
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
five runaway slaves
VICTIM(s):
John H. Geireen

Cause of death:  shot [long gun]

Circumstances:   runaway slaves from St. Augustine robbed a house.  The owner pursued them and was killed.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder and robbery

Term of court:  11/1843 term of the Circuit Court for the Southern District

Court proceedings:  Escaped, captured by troops, and escaped again to the Bahamas.  
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, 10/31/1843:  Story of runaway slaves who robbed a house & killed a father of 2 children.  Escaped, captured by troops, and escaped again to the Bahamas.  Key Biscayne.  Children taken in my S. R. Mallory.

St. Augustine News, 10/7/1843:  “The seven negroes who ran away from this city some time since and made their way south inn a pilot boat, have been committing murder and plundering the settlers on the coast.  We think it high time the authorities at Washington should render to our exposed seaboard that protection which it so earnestly demands.  Should these negroes succeed in reaching the Bahama Islands they should be immediately demanded by our Government.


John Henry Geireen is the name of the unfortunate being who fell prey to the outlaws mentioned below.  He was a native of Germany, and arrived on the coast of Florida in January last, in the schr. Wm. E. Bird, from New York.  He left his wife in New York, and had with him two children, a girl and a boy.


The following is an extract of a letter received in this city, dated Tampa Bay, 9/30/1843:  “I wrote you in  my last about the negroes who ran away from St. Augustine.  I have now later and deplorable news to communicate.  It appears that the negroes have got as far South as Cape Florida, as they endeavored to rob the settlers on the Miami River, but were made to retreat.  They then crossed over the bay to Key Biscayne, and were followed by the settlers, but without success—they (the negroes) having landed, hid their boat, and made good their retreat to the thick mangrove hammocks on the Key.  One of the wreckers who visited Key Biscayne about a fortnight since, discovered two children naked and half starved, and was informed by them that five negroes had been there and plundered their house of every thing, some days since, while their father was absent on the beach fishing; that on the return of their father to the house, they informed him of the fact, and he immediately started in pursuit of the negroes, but that he had not been long absent ere they heard the report of two guns, and on repairing to the spot, found that their father had been killed and his body mutilated.  The children are now at Indian Key, having been removed there by the wreckers.  This affair has created great alarm amongst the settlers on the coast.”

Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, 10/17/1843:  ditto on the letter from Tampa Bay.

St. Augustine News, 10/23/1843:  Seven negroes who ran away from St. Augustine committed murder in Key Biscayne.  “To the crime of theft they have added that murder, and it remains to be seen what disposition our Government [will make] on this matter, frought as it is with such [peril] to the interests of the Southern states.”  Says [that by] treaty they should be returned.

St. Augustine News, 11/4/1843:  XEROX:  good description of effort by General Worth and his troops to capture the suspects.
Niles Reporter, 12/9/1843, p. 226:  Indicted for murder & robbery at the Nov. term of the Circuit Court for the Southern District.  “They fled from ___ some time past with a sailboat and went to Biscayne, Florida, where they remained some time, during which they entered the house of one Gereen, and upon ___ of two children . . . took whatever they found and then went away.”  Mr. Gereer returned and learned what happened pursued the negroes and was shot.  The Negroes arrived safely in Nassau.  Authorities in Key West demand that British governor return the fugitives.

St. Augustine News, 1/20/1844:  Col. Joseph Browne, U. S. Marshal for Southern District, arrived in Nassau and addressed Governor Francis Cockburn.  Browne issued the warrant to Judges Lee, Sandiland, & Gohan and bills of indictment issued by Dade & Monroe Co. for their arrest.  Browne was unable to obtain the negroes & the Nautilus returned to Florida.

Apalachicola Advertiser, 3/11/1844:  XEROX:  more details on the unsuccessful effort to extradite the suspects, the obligations under the Ashburton Treaty, etc.
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