Florida database – Leon County (Tallahassee)
CHECK:  location of homicide unknown, as are details

Florida Sentinel, 10/21/1845:  proclamation for arrest of David King for murder [no other notes taken]


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1824:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1 (4/1826t - 10/1833t)


Next book missing

Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1841-3, v. 3 (12/1841t - 12/1842t)

Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1843-7, v. 4 (4/1843t - 4/1847t)


Felony indictments (no specified charges)


12/1844 term:



J. G. Graham.  5/1845:  dead docket



Willis Burke (8 counts):  np



William Yates (2 counts):  fNG / np



Benjamin Cooper: 5/1845:  dead docket



William Benton (3 counts):  4/1845:  dead docket


5/1845t



James Addison:  dism


4/1846t



Wormley Moore:  absentee docket
[MURDER]


Aaron Smith & William Smith:  both fG.  $0.50 each


11/1846



James Forehand:  bnf



William Cannon:  bnf

Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55: v. 5 (begins 11/1847 term through 3/1855 term)


11/1847



John Miller & William Folsom:  fNG


10/1848



James Hale, Benjamin Hale, Elisha Wigins, Jessee Wiggins:  fNG


  3/1851



Simon Taylor:  fNG

Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-69: v. 6 (begins 10/1856 term through 10/1863 term, when Mike Denham’s notes end)






LEON
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1827]






LEON

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HOUSEHOLD OVERSEER by SLAVE

Motive:  RESISTING DISCIPLINE
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
supper time [6pm]
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Ben, a Negro
VICTIM(s):
Mr. Irvin Kent, his overseer

Weapon:  beaten [violence – club or phys]


Circumstances:  on plantation – refused to be disciplined for failing to complete his allotted tasks.  The other slaves had completed theirs that day.  Evidence against Ben was circumstantial—no eyewitnesses.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1827; reindicted 10/1827; reindicted 4/1828


Court proceedings:  10/1827t:  np.  10/1827t:  fG.  4/1828t:  fG.  To hang 5/23/1828
Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1: 39-41, 46, 61-2, 66

41:  pNG.  “Cudge a negro man sworn to interpret the evidence of an Indian man ___ to be given before the Grand Jury.” 



46:  Motion granted in arrest of judgment, 10/1827

61:  Grand Jury returned another indictment against Ben for murder, Ibid.  Nolle Pros of Ben, 4/1828.

76:  4/1828:  Property of Isaac W. Mitchell, a laborer.  Ben by his attorney asked that the judgement be arrested on the grounds that “the verdict of Convictions . . . is not sufficient to in law to Condemn him.”  Both defense and pros. Attorneys argued the point.  Court refused the plea.  Ben ordered to be hung on May 23, 1828 by the Marshal of Mid. District.

Newspaper:  

Pensacola Gazette, 10/26/1827:  convicted “on very satisfactory circumstantial evidence, and the free confession of Ben on several occasions, to several persons.


The prisoner was a field hand on a plantation in this county, and the unfortunate sufferer was the overseer.  It appears that on the day of the transaction, Ben was tasked as is usual, and that in the evening the overseer told Ben, he had been idle through the day, and that if he quit the field without finishing his task, he would punish him in the morning.  The other negroes had completed their tasks taken their supper and gone to rest, when they were aroused by a noise in the overseer’s house, and on going to see what was the matter, they met Ben, whom they challenge with having beaten Mr. Kent, to which he answered insolently, he did not care if he had.—Then followed a train of circumstances fully satisfactory as to the guilt of the accused—the witnesses thus far were all negroes, and Ben’s fellow servants.  There was no white person on the plantation except Mr Kent.  The confessions of Ben were to respectable white men, one of them an officer of this court.  No one who heard the trial entertains the least doubt of the correctness of the verdict.


. . .  In this case en’s master, Dr. Mitchell, employed as good counsel as our bar affords. . . .  Indeed, throughout, the Doctor’s deportment was that of a gentleman, humane master and good citizen.


. . . on yesterday the judgment was arrested, and the prisoner remanded for another trial.”

Tallahassee Florida Advocate quoted in Pensacola Gazette , May 16, 1828: Convicted at Fall Term of murder and judgement arrested and brought up again for trial and again convicted and sentenced to death.  “He was ably though unsuccessfully defended, his counsel fighting every inch of ground.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ben

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of Dr. Isaac W. Mitchell
Town:


LEON

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. Irvin Kent

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

overseer

Town:


LEON

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1827, Aug. 20






LEON

CT

P

LET
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL RIVAL by HUSBAND
Motive:  JEALOUSY:  Jealous that wife might have been attracted to Butler

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  1


SUSPECT(s):
John R. Watkins
VICTIM(s):
Jessee Butler

Weapon:  double-barreled shotgun, shot in the right arm and in right side.  d. 8/21

Circumstances:  Watkins was jealous that his Butler was having an affair from his wife.  This was very unlikely.  Watkins was extremely jealous. Judge Henry M. Brackenridge who was peripherally involved in the case wrote his wife that Watkins was not very intelligent.  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1827; reindicted 4/1828; 10/1828


Court proceedings:  np 4/1828.  4/1828:  fG.  To hang.  10/1828:  np, but “ordered to jail until he payed the fine.”   

Legal Records:  

Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1: 39, 60, 62, 75, 85, 87, 91, 93, 101-7, 111

85:  4/1828:  Attorney filed a motion to quash the indictment on grounds that indictment was not endorsed by the foreman of the grand jury “by whom it was found as the law directs.”  Motion sustained by the court.  Watkins remanded to jail.

101-7:  Bill of Indictment printed in Minute Book.  Accused of murdering Jessee Butler on August 20, 1827 with a gun, shot in the right arm.  The wound four inches deep and 2 inches wide.  Butler died on August 21.  Shot also fired into the right side near the fifth rib.  Double barreled shot gun.

111:  Watkins by his attorney pled Autrefois Convict and the District Attorney demurred there to the Court delivered the following opinion (see same as filed & inserted).  Whereupon proclamation being made as the manner is, and nothing further appearing or being or being alleged against him, it is ordered that the said John R. Watkins be discharged from his imprisonment and that he go hence without delay.  (argument for Artefois took place on Oct. 16, decision of court on Oct. 20.

Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Florida Advocate quoted in Pensacola West Florida Advocate, May 16, 1828


Pensacola Gazette, November 11, 1828


Tallahassee Florida quoted in Pensacola Gazette, November 7, 1828:  Watkins defended by Judge John Berrien and Territorial Delegate Joseph M. White.  It appeared the prisoner had been found guilty and sentenced to hang but “that judgement was arrested for a defect in the indictment.  On being arraigned at this term, the prisoner pleaded his former conviction, in bar of a new trial, to which plea the District Attorney filed a general demurrer.  The question of law raised by pleadings, was ably and eloquently argued by Col. White and Judge Berrien of Georgia in behalf of the prisoner.  Thro’ the plea of Autrefois Convict was not fully sustained by the Court, the prisoner was discharged, under the Statute of the Territory which declares that execution shall take place within forty days, subsequent to conviction and sentence.”  Says the decision of “Judge Thomas Randall will be issued from this office in pamphlet form.  From a hasty perusal of these documents, we believe they will be a desirable acquisition, not only to the Bar, but to gentlemen of the country, containing as they do, a valuable fund of legal intelligence, and a lucid and forcible exposition of the general principles of the law.” 

Pensacola Gazette, November 11, 1828 also stated “it is rumored that his brother-in-law is the true murderer

Other Sources:


Henry Marie Brackenridge Papers, University of West Florida

Watkins was jealous that his Butler was having an affair from his wife.  This was very unlikely.  Watkins was extremely jealous. Judge Henry M. Brackenridge who was peripherally involved in the case wrote his wife that Watkins was not very intelligent.  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John R. Watkins

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Jessee Butler

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1827]




LEON

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Abitahachee, an Indian
VICTIM(s):
Mr. Truelock

Weapon:  


Circumstances:   Newspapers article without naming the culprit above refers to several culprits”  “Trial of the Indians;” “The prisoners.”  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1827


Court proceedings:  10/1827t:  fNG.
Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1: 44, 49

Newspaper:  


Pensacola Gazette, November 9, 1827: Indians held for the murder of Mr. Truelock committed last winter.  Mr. Duval and Mr. Macon were appointed by the court to defend Indians.  “Several points and objections were made by the counsel of the accused, which were overruled by the court, but with liberty to the counsel to urge then in a motion for arrest of judgement, if the jury brought in a verdict of guilty.”



“After evidence for the prosecution had closed, Col. Macon, moved the court, that inasmuch as the evidence did not establish any fact that implicated the prisoners, the jury be instructed to find a verdict of not guilty, and the Jury, without retiring from their seats, accordingly did so.”



“No doubt existed as it regards the guilt of the accused, indeed we have understood that they confessed it to their counsel—but it redounds highly to the honor of the Court and Jury, as well as to the Territory, that notwithstanding the great prejudices that have existed and still prevail against the prisoners, that they have received that fair and impartial trial which belongs of right to every individual.  The judge informed the jury that they could made no distinction of persons, and that the rules of law which apply in one case were equally applicable to all.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Abitahachee, an Indian

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. [?] Trueluck

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1828]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Angus Johnson, Harrison Singletary, and Thomas S. Vickers
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bnf for murder


Term: 4/1828


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1: 53-4

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Angus Johnson, Harrison Singletary, and Thomas S. Vickers

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1828]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Van Horn
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  mansl


Term: 10/1828


Court proceedings:  10/1828:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1: 87, 99

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Van Horn

Ethnicity:

[Dutch]
Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1830]





LEON

PROC (GOV)
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Harris
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

William P. Duval to Davis Floyd, treasurer, 1/4/1831.  Territorial Auditor of Public Accounts, Vouchers, 1823-46, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 1, Folder 6

Daniel Macon paid a reward for capturing George Harris & conveying him to the jail in Tallahassee.  $100 reward.  Proclamation dated 10/18/1830

Newspaper:  

See escapes:  George Harris & Lewis Cook (a horse thief) escaped from the Leon County jail.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George Harris

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1831]




LEON

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
David S. Rogers
VICTIM(s):
John Farmer

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1831


Court proceedings:  12/1831:  fG.  To hang 6/15/1831.  Hanged 7/27/1832.
Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1: 300



304:  Pleads not guilty in custody of jailer, returned to jail 4/8/1831.

308:  Rogers asked for postponement of the trial, granted, remanded to jail 4/11/1828.

347:  William D. Clark summoned to appear as witness for state against Rogers.  Did not appear.  Attachment accorded against for contempt 11/18/1831.

358:  Rogers arraigned again, plead not guilty.  Jury retired and marshal directed to keep them in custody.  “Keep them together without Communication with any other person and cause them to appear here on tomorrow morning at nine o’clock.”  Rogers remanded to jail 11/25/1831.

360:  Jury could not agree on verdict, remanded back into custody of Marshal.  11/26/1831.

361:  Nov. 29 brought back in and they still could not agree on verdict.  Marshal again directed to keep them together in the manner prescribed by law.  Rogers remanded to jail.

362:  On 11/30/1831, Jury still could not agree on verdict.  By then 2 jurors “indisposed” and “the counsel for the prisoner, refusing their consent to the discharge of the jury, and the Court being on the eve of adjournment until the 19th December next, Ordered that the jury aforesaid be discharged form rendering the verdict.  And … Rogers … remanded to jail.”

408-18:  Rogers convicted, asked for arrest of judgement on a number of extremely technical grounds.

427:  4/25 – 5/1:  overruled on May 8, 1832.  Sentenced to hang on June 15, 1832 “at the usual place of execution” between 10 am & 2 pm.

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian, 7/12 & 8/14/1832
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

David S. Rogers

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Farmer
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1831]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John, a negro slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1831


Court proceedings:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1824-33, v. 1: 300, 310

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John, a negro slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1834, Mar. 26




near Georgia Line, LEON

P
PROC (P)

VOUCHER

MEMOIR
CHECK:  The Eppes memoir says that 5 whites & 1 black were lynched for the crime.

Class:   certain:  1 white adult.  Uncertain:  5 more white adults and 1 more black adult
Crime:  HOM
Rela:    NONDOM WHITE by RUNAWAY SLAVES / and/or by gang of whites & runaway slaves
Motive:  ROBBERY
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Joe and Crittenden
VICTIM(s):
Mr. James Roundtree

Weapon:  

Circumstances:  Mr. James Roundtree found “shockingly murdered” on the Thomasville Road north of Tallahassee, near the Georgia line.   “The object of the perpetrators is supposed to have been money of which the deceased was supposed to have a small sum.”

Eppes version:  Roundtree was found dead “lying face downward in the ashes of the fire he made to cook his supper—the wagon and team—the dry goods and groceries had all disappeared.  The nearest settlers hurried to the place, they buried him there by the roadside . . .  sent out messengers, far and near for the friends of law and order to meet there at his grave and make plans for public safety.”  Says “Regulators” formed and “under Captain Lester’s able leadership Leon County was scoured for traces of the criminals—they were found at last in a cavern dug out of a hill-side on the Burgesston plantation.  They were cleverly concealed but footsteps up to the cavern gave them away.  The goods and other stolen articles from neighboring places were found but on men.  After 2 days tracking they were found with leaves piled over them—fast asleep!  Ropes had been provided—twenty pair of willing hands did quick work . . . five white men and one negro were left hanging as high as hamen.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: _/1834

Court proceedings:  11/1834t:  fG.  DEATH.  Both hanged 12/2/1834.
Legal Records:  

Both masters compensated for executed slave property [Certificate of Value for Joe ($500), December 15, 1834, Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 353, Ser. 584, box 1, fo. 7; Certificate of Value for Crittendon (500$), December 15, 1834, Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, box 1, fo. 7, FS Archives]

Newspaper:  


Body of Mr. James Roundtree found “shockingly murdered” on the Thomasville Road north of Tallahassee, near the Georgia line.   “The object of the perpetrators is supposed to have been money of which the deceased was supposed to have a small sum.” [Tallahassee Floridian, March 29, 1834]


Tallahassee Floridian, May 3, 17, November 15, 22, 1834

Proclamation for the Arrest of Joe and Crittenden, March 29, 1834, in Tallahassee Floridian, May 17, 1834

Suspicion eventually fell on two slaves: Joe and Crittenden.  They were eventually captured after proclamation issued by Gov. William P. Duval.  State offered $200 and private citizens raised $205 for a total of $405.
Joe: about 23 “has blue eyes, and is about 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high, and well made, he may attempt to pass as a free man and may change his name.”

Crittenden:  20 or 23 years old.  “active and well made . . . he is daring and bold villain.”

Tallahassee Floridian, November 15, 1834: “Yesterday the trial of Joe and Crittendon came before the superior court for the murder of Mr. Roundtree in March last.  The prosecution was conducted by Mr. Westcott, the US Attorney for this district, and the defense of the prisoners was assigned to Messrs Baltzell, Chandler, and Ward.  After a patient hearing of the evidence.  The case was submitted to the jury, who retired, and in a few minutes returned a verdict of guilty.  It is expected that sentence will be pronounced by Judge Randall Monday.”  Sentence of death pronounced.  Execution took place on December 2.
Other Sources:


Susan Bradford Eppes, The Negro of the South: A Bit of Period History (Chicago: Joseph G. Branch Publishing Company, 1925), 96-97.

Susan Bradford Eppes says Roundtree murder was perpetrated by a gang of runaway slaves and whites.  Roundtree was found dead “lying face downward in the ashes of the fire he made to cook his supper—the wagon and team—the dry goods and groceries had all disappeared.  The nearest settlers hurried to the place, they buried him there by the roadside . . .  sent out messengers, far and near for the friends of law and order to meet there at his grave and make plans for public safety.”  Says “Regulators” formed and “under Captain Lester’s able leadership Leon County was scoured for traces of the criminals—they were found at last in a cavern dug out of a hill-side on the Burgesston plantation.  They were cleverly concealed but footsteps up to the cavern gave them away.  The goods and other stolen articles from neighboring places were found but on men.  After 2 days tracking they were found with leaves piled over them—fast asleep!  Ropes had been provided—twenty pair of willing hands did quick work . . . five white men and one negro were left hanging as high as hamen.”  
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect 1:  

Joe
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


23
Phys char:


66.5”  “well made”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave property of William Wyatt

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 2:  

Crittendon

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:

[21]
20 or 23 years old

Phys char:
 

“active and well made”
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation: 

slave property of R. C. Williams


Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James Roundtree

Ethnicity:



Race:


w



Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

farmer


Town:


Georgia
Birthplace:

native of Loundes County, Georgia

Religion:



Organizations:



1834, Sept. 1



LEON

PROC (P)
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Harris Vickers
VICTIM(s):
John M. Wright

Weapon:  [sharp] knife 


Circumstances:  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  
Proclamation in Tallahassee Floridian, September 6, 1834:  Proclamation for the arrest of Vickers offers a reward of $200.    Harris Vickers accused of stabbing and killing John M. Wright
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Harris Vickers

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John M. Wright

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1835]




LEON

MEMOIR
RELIEF ACT
Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    RELATIVE NEO or INFANT by MOTHER

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Jane, a negro woman
VICTIM(s):
her child

Weapon:  [phys]

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  hanged in the fall of 1835
Legal Records:  

An Act for the Relief of Paul McCormick of Leon County, 1836, Legislative Council, Unicameral, RG 910, ser. 876, Box 5, fo. 3.  FSR.

Newspaper:  

Other Records:

Groene, Bertram, ed. (October 1969) “Lizzy Brown’s Tallahassee.” Florida Historical Quarterly 46: 155-75.

“In the fall of this year [1835] I remember the first trial for murder occurred.  The case was a negro woman who had murdered her baby.  She was tried and sentenced to hang.  The place chosen for her execution was a pace where now stands West Florida seminary.  The woman was hanged there in the fall and from that time to this it was called Gallows Hill.  The gallows was built there and there it stood for many many years until the spot was chosen for the academy building.”  p. 6
Census:  
Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Jane
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

____
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:



Age:


0
Literate:

n
Marital Status:

s
Children:

n
Occupation:

none
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1834, September 2




LEON
P
PROC (P)
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    RELATIVE COUSIN by COUSIN

Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:
night 

Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ben, a slave
VICTIM(s):
Tom, a slave

Weapon:  stabbed [knife] [sharp] 


Circumstances:  “scuffle”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 


Court proceedings:  12/834t:  fG mansl.  39 lashes
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Wanted Proclamation for Ben, of Sec. George K. Walker, October 14, 1834 in Tallahassee Floridian October 25, 1834: “Ben is a negro man about five feet high, black complexion, a slight defect in one hip, and eighteen years of age.”  200 $ Reward offered.    

Tallahassee Floridian, December 6, 1834: Ben tried for murder of Cousin Tom, slave property of Col. Abram Bellamy.  Death wound inflicted by “knife in a scuffle.”  Prosecution conducted by U. S. District Attorney J. D. Westcott.  Prisoner defended by G. Y. Warner, J. M. Scott and R. K. Call, employed by master.  The verdict was “manslaughter”, and the sentence was 39 lashes.   

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ben 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


18 years old

Phys char:



60”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Jessee B. Watts

Town:


JEFF

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Tom, a Slave 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

Slave of Col. Abram Bellamy

Town:


JEFF

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1835-1836]



LEON

MEMOIR (P)

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ad Kinson
VICTIM(s):
___ Kinson

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged.

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Tallahahassee Weekly True Democrat, August 13, 1915: Some “old and exceedingly interesting papers” in the possession of Mr. H. Isler, Superintendent of Public Instruction, “transmitted through the family for several generations.  One paper is ‘Ad Kinson’s Lamentations.’  This is a confession of wife murder, the subsequent realization of the enormity of the sin, and expression preparedness for his atonement, which soon followed on the scaffold in Tallahassee, as the records show.  These events occurred in 1835-1836.”

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Ad Kinson

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  
m

Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

wife of Ad Kinson

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:

m

Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1835]






LEON

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Philip and Dick Burgess, Indians
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:   No circumstances of case could be determined.  Only financial records of prosecution remain.  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term:
 4/1835 



Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Territory of Florida vs Philip and Dick Burgess, Indians, 1835, Murder, Territorial Auditor Vouchers, RG 353, Ser. 584, box 2, fo. 4 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Philip and Dick Burgess

Ethnicity:



Race:


Indian

Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ 

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1836]



LEON

P
Class:   probable
Crime:
HOM   

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
___ Waters
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  hanged.
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  
Tallahassee Floridian quoted in Charleston Courier, January 5, 1836:  “Waters the murderer, who escaped from jail a few days since was brought to town on Thursday morning and hung the same day.  Scarcely fifty persons were present at the execution.”  
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Waters “the murderer” 


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1837]



 about 10 miles from St. Marks, LEON

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
“negro wagoner” of Col. J. Gamble
VICTIM(s):
___ Curry, a seaman

Weapon:  [sharp] knife:  his throat cut and otherwise mutilated

Circumstances:  found in a pond abut ten miles from St. Marks on the Magnolia road—had left St. Marks on the day previous in a wagon belonging to Col. J. Gamble, whose negro wagoner, it is believed committed the murder, with the intention of robbing the deceased, who was supposed to have a considerable sum of money about his person.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  arrested
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Floridian, July 22, 1837: “A seaman named Curry was found dead, with his throat cut and otherwise mutilated, in a pond abut ten miles from St. Marks on the Magnolia road—had left St. Marks on the day previous in a wagon belonging to Col. J. Gamble, whose negro wagoner, it is believed committed the murder, with the intention of robbing the deceased, who was supposed to have a considerable sum of money about his person.  The negro has been taken up and is now committed to his trial.     
Census:  

Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___


Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Col. J. Gamble
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Curry

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

mariner / seaman

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1837, Jan. 




Tallahassee, LEON

P
PROC (P)

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  HONOR
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
at dusk

Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
J. D. Huguenin
VICTIM(s):
Mr. R. S.  Miller

Weapon:  pistol [handgun]  Bullet went in stomach and our the back next to the spine.  Died 45 minutes after he was shot
Circumstances:  “Mr. Huguenin was led to commission of the deed by some expression of Miller implicating his honor.”   “M pronounced H a rascal in conversation with someone else.  H found out and went to Miller’s store and asked if it was true.  Miller said yes and H “immediately drew a pistol and shot his opponent dead.  Miller left several children and a wife, much excitement.”



J. D. Huguenin and friend Mr. Kackler enter Mr. R. S. Miller’s shop.  Miller a respectable merchant.  Huguenin shot Miller and both he and Kackler fled.  The two men were arrested the next day.  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  Huguenin charged with murder


Term: 


Court proceedings:  Huguenin was lodged in Gadsden County jail in Quincy.  Escaped on June 29.
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Proclamation for Arrest of James D. Huguenin, June 30, 1837, in Tallahassee Floridian, July 22, 1837.

Proclamation noted that Huguenin was “five feet six, dark complexion, thick dark hair and eyebrows and large whiskers when he broke jail, his face rough bloated, and in good colour.  He is thick set and fleshy, walks erect and stiff, has down look, as is inclined to intoxication.”
Florida Watchman quoted in Pensacola Gazette, January 14, 1837:  “Mr. Huguenin was led to commission of the deed by some expression of Miller implicating his honor.”   St. Augustine Florida Herald,  January 21, 1837: “M pronounced H a rascal in conversation with someone else.  H found out and went to Miller’s store and asked if it was true.  Miller said yes and H “immediately drew a pistol and shot his opponent dead.  Miller left several children and a wife, much excitement.”  

St. Augustine Florida Herald, January 21, July 15, 1837


Tallahassee Floridian, January 7, 14, July 22, 1837


Pensacola Gazette, January 14, 1837

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

J. D. Huguenin
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. R. S.  Miller
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m
Children:

several
Occupation:

prominent shopkeeper
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1837, July 





Shell Point, LEON
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
unknown
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  [7]

SUSPECT(s):  unknown persons
VICTIM(s):
John Walker

Cause of death:  Died from wounds from a gunshot 

Circumstances:   sustained in an affray

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Tallahassee Floridian August 5, 1837: “Mr. John Walker, another of the persons wounded in the unfortunate affray at Shell Point, mentioned in our last died on the 31st inst.  He was wounded in three places, and his death is said to have been caused by a ball which shattered his arm.”
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Walker
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1838, Apr. 18






LEON

P

NOTE:  surmised that death was by violence, probably a physical blow or a club

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  GRUDGE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:
morning

Days to death:  5

SUSPECT(s):
Howell More
VICTIM(s):
Abram Bleach

Weapon:  violence [not firearms] – [blunt – possibly clubs] – mortally wounded in lower abdomen

Circumstances:  HM defends self from attack by Thomas E. Turner (father), Thomas Turner (TET’s son), and Abram Beach (TET’s son-in-law).  “An old Grudge.”  “As Mr. Howell More was proceeding to his work, a short distance from his residence, he was attacked by three persons—to wit: Thomas E. Turner, his son Thomas Turner, and his son-in-law Abram Bleach.  When Mr. More came opposite their place of concealment, the elder Turner arose and snapped his gun at him which fortunately missed fire.  A struggle ensued between the three, in which the elder Turner was seriously wounded in the side, and his son-in-law mortally wounded in the lower abdomen.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  no:  self-defense

Term: 


Court proceedings: The two surviving attackers were prosecuted.
Legal Records: 

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Watchman, April 28, 1838


St. Augustine Florida Herald, May 12, 1838

Tallahassee Florida Watchman, April 28, 1838: “As Mr. Howell More was proceeding to his work, a short distance from his residence, he was attached by three persons—to wit: Thomas E. Turner, his son Thomas Turner, and his son-in-law Abram Bleach.  When Mr. More came opposite their place of concealment, the elder Turner arose and snapped his gun at him which fortunately missed fire.  A struggle ensued between the three, in which the elder Turner was seriously wounded in the side, and his son-in-law mortally wounded in the lower abdomen.  The son then fled.  Mr. More received several blows on his head with sticks, but was not seriously injured.  Bleach died on the 23rd. the father and son have been arrested.  Mr. More is represented as a peaceable and worthy man.  The affray arose from an old grudge.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Howell More
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Abram Bleach


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839, Feb.





LEON

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
unknown man

Weapon:  [blunt]  uncertain, but probably some blunt instrument.  Severe blow on temple, fractured skull.  

Circumstances:   Body found in shallow grave off road between Tallahassee and Monticello.  Thought to have been dead from four or five weeks.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Floridian, March 16, 1839 says deceased about 30, light complexion, sandy hair, was dressed in a frock coat and pantaloons of good blue cloth, white flannel shirt, boots and fur hat.  Two shirts, a white vest, and pair of black corded pantaloons, were found buried with the body.  One of the shirts was marked with a needle, with the initials of W. M. D. –A breastpin and silver pencil; and some bar tickets were likewise found.  The murder appeared to have been committed by a severe blow on the temple, fracturing the skull, and it is supposed to have taken place some four or five weeks since.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[30]

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1839, Dec. 12




Mannington, LEON

P

HISTORY
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  POLITICAL / HONOR / DUEL

Intox?:  no
Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
morning
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Leigh Read
VICTIM(s):
Augustus Alston

Weapon:  Yager rifles [long gun].  Died instantly.

Circumstances:  a formal duel – killed on the third shot.

Inquest:  LR, a Democratic candidate for the Legislative Council from Leon County, made a campaign speech on 10/5/1839 in St. Marks in which he made accusations against a Whig candidate, Dr. William Tradewell.  WT and one of his allies, AA, a director of the Union Bank of Florida, demanded satisfaction, & when LR refused to give it, they placarded him publicly, giving LR no alternative, he thought, to fighting a duel.

Indictment:  no

Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

St. Augustine Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, 5/7/1841:  lettere from Leigh Read to General T. S. Brown, 12/20/1839

Tallahassee Floridian, 12/21/1839

St. Joseph Times, 1/1/1840

Pensacola Gazette, 12/21/1839

Other Sources:

Ellen Call Long, Florida Breezes: or Florida New and Old (Jacksonville, 1883; facsimile ed., Gainesville, 1962): 212-13.

Denham, James M. (1990) “The Read-Alston Duel and Politics in Territorial Florida.” Florida Historical Quarterly 68: 427-446.  NOTE:  LR had fought several nonfatal duels before this fatal encounter.
Census:  

Genealogy:

LR:  b. in Sumner Co., TN, in 1809.  Married daughter of John Bellamy (affluent planter & road builder from Jefferson Co.) and upon her death married Miss Eliza Branch, daughter of John Branch, recent settler in FL & former governor of NC (of the powerful Bradford-Eppes-Branch clan)

Suspect:  

Leigh Reed

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


30
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:

attorney – admitted to bar in 4/1833
Town:


Tallahassee

Birthplace:

b. Sumner Co., TN in 1809
Religion:



Organizations:

clerk of the Legislative Council for a short time; commander of a

battalion in the Seminole War, which heroically rescured Capt. Holloman and his 58 stranded Jefferson Co. volunteers at an outpost on the Withlacoochee River on 5/25/1836.
Victim:  

Augustus Alston

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

director of the Union Bank of Florida
Town:


Tallahassee

Birthplace:

from Hancock Co., GA
Religion:



Organizations:



1840, Jan 




LEON

P 

PROC (P)
LET (GOV)

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Dr. Simon Taylor
VICTIM(s):
Hugh Rose

Weapon:  


Circumstances 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 1/1840

Court proceedings:  jumped bail and fled.  Surrendered 10 years later.  3/1851t:  fNG
At the trial held eleven years later the Taylor was able to convince the jury that he had been continually threatened by the man he killed; that the deceased had continually tried to kill Taylor.  Verdict was “not guilty.”  Case heard before J. Wayles Baker.  Defense conducted by Robert S. Hayward, James T. Archer, and David S. Walker.  Solicitor Samuel Stephens.  

Legal Records:  

William Hopkins to Thomas Brown, June 18, 1850, Office of the Gov. Correspondence of Thomas Brown, 1849-1853, RG 101, Ser. 755, Box 1 fo. 6, FS Archives

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Sentinel, March 25, 1851


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, March 29, 1851


Dr. Simon Taylor accused in murder of Hugh Rose in Leon County.  Was indicted Jan. 4, 1840 and jumped bail before he was supposed to appear in April 1840 term of court.  


Ten years later Taylor turned himself in over to authorities in Columbia.  Taylor returned to Tallahassee and stood trial.   
Proclamation for the Arrest of Simon Taylor, December 31, 1840, in Tallahassee Floridian, January 9, 1841 and Pensacola Gazette, January 16, 1841

Proclamation issued for his arrest noted that he was “5-8’ dark complexion, black eyes, brown hair, stoop-shouldered, slow spoken, is a Physician by profession and is supposed to flee to Columbia SC.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Dr. Simon Taylor
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:


68”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

physician

Town:


 

Birthplace:

from Columbia, SC
Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Hugh Rose

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1840, [May]




Tallahassee, LEON
FILE
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:   LYNCHING of convicted rapist
Motive:  
VIGILANTE JUSTICE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Dick

Cause of death:  hanged [phys]
Circumstances:   fG of rape.  Lynched while he was waiting for news of his appeal.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  no

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  

Territorial Court of Appeals Case Files, RG 970, ser. 73, box 12, fo. 376, FSA

Territory v. Dick:  fG of rape.  Lynched while he was waiting for news of his appeal.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Dick
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1840]




LEON

PROC (P)

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Addison
VICTIM(s):
___ Horn

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  escaped

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Floridian 12/26/1840; St. Joseph Times 1/23/1841; Quincy Sentinel, 1/1/1841 capture of James Addison, murderer.  Escaped from Quincy jail under the a charge of murder on the body of ___ Horn in the County of Leon, has made his escape from the jail and is now at large.”  $200 reward.  “florid complexion and Red hair, has lost his front teeth is think visaged, very dissipated, and noisy when drunk.”  12/24/1840

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Addison

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


45

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Horn

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1840]




LEON
LET (GOV)
VOUCHER
CHECK:  the original card.  The XEROX cut off the right side of the VOUCHER card.

Class of death:   possible
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George W. Thomas [possibly aka John Thomas]
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  _/1840

Court proceedings:  fled to North Carolina, but was caught in 1844
Legal records:  
John Branch to Governor of North Carolina, 11/19/1844.  Office of the Governor, Letterbooks, 1836-1909.  RG 101, Ser. 32, v. 2, n.p.  FSA.

Asks NC authorities to apprehend George W. Thomas, indicted for murder in Leon Co.  JB learned that John Thomas had recently been convicted in Statesville, NC, for larceny & imprisoned for 3 months.  JB believes that JT is GWT and asked that he be returned to Florida to answer the indictment in Leon Co.  Appointed John Manning or William Hooks to receive GWT.

Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, box _, fo. _.  FSAr.

Fugitive captured:  George Thomas.  Prisoner escaped prison, captured in North Carolina and allowance given to Mr. J. Manning and ___ Hooks to bring prisoner to Leon Co. for prosecution.  Manning allowed for the trip:  34 days travel at $1.50 per diem, 3 day detention in Statesville, NC, expenses of prisoner:  over $100.  Hooks allowed total costs:  $73.75.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

George W. Thomas [possibly aka John Thomas]
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1841]




LEON

CT

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Roberts

VICTIM(s):
Charles Saunders


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1841


Court proceedings:  fG manslaughter.  3 months in jail.
Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1841-3, v. 3: 29, 113

Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Sentinel, December 31, 1841:  The jury “after a short absence returned with a verdict of manslaughter”   fG.  3 months in jail.  For the US Charles Sibley;  for defendant J. H. Hawkins, J. C. Smith and G. K and D. S. Walker.  
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Roberts

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

mariner

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Charles Saunders

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1841, Apr.  26




Tallahassee, LEON

CT

P

LET
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  POLITICAL / HONOR / REVENGE for murder of brother in a duel

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Willis Alston (aided and abetted by Michael Ledwith)
VICTIM(s):
Leigh Read

Weapon:  [long gun] double-barreled shotgun loaded with slugs & pistol bullets.  Died early next morning.

Circumstances:  WA hid in the house of ML, a business associate, and ambushed LR as he walked down Monroe Street to the courthouse to transfer official papers so that Minor Walker (a Whig) could replace LR (a Democrat) as U.S. Marshal for the Middle Florida District.  Revenge for LR’s murder of WA’s brother in a duel in 1839 [see file]

Inquest:  


Indictment:  WA:  murder.  ML:  felony, accessory to murder


Term: WA:  12/1841.  ML:  12/1841


Court proceedings:  WA:  fled.  ML:  fG.  To hang.

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1841-3, v. 3: 44

113:  WA:  Bailed before David Brown, j.p., on 6/5/1841, with Robert W. Alston, William Tradewell, Alex Duval, William Hall, J. D. Parish his sureties to appear 12/27/1841.  Did not appear.  A writ of scire facias issued against Alston and his sureties, returnable here on the first day of the next term, 12/1841.

265:  ML:  Thadeus Van Horn, William Tradwell, David Wilson, Thomas Lang, John Edwards, William Wyatt, John Branch, John Sidde, Joseph Johnson, James Wallace, E. G. Tillinghast, & Richard Van Brunt were subpoenaed in behalf of the Territory, but refused to show  Attachments issued against them, 2/7/1842.

336:  William ___, Robert Alston, and Thomas Lang subpoenaed to testify in behalf of Ledwith.  They failed to appear.  Ibid.  Trial ended on 2/6, jury did not come to verdict until.  Found guilty and sentenced to hang, 2/21/1842.  Sentence to be carried out 3/18/1842.

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian, 5/1/1841

St.  Augustine Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, 5/7/1841


St. Augustine News, 5/13/1841


New Orleans Picayune, 5/8/1841

Other Sources:

Inquest over the body of Leigh Read, 4/27/1841, Miscellaneous Territorial Papers, MS 148, Dorothy Dodd Room, Florida State Library.

Carter, Territorial  Papers, v. 26


John G. Gamble to the President, 6/9/1841:  pp. 330-4


Secretary of State to Minor Walker, 5/22/1841:  p. 314


Judge Allen to Minor Walker, 6/10/1841:  pp. 336-8

Denham, James M. (1990) “The Read-Alstson Duel and Politics in Territorial Florida.” Florida Historical Quarterly 68: 427-446.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Accused 1:  

Willis Alston

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter; plantation owner

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Michael Ledwith

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Leigh Read

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


32

Literate:



Marital Status:  
m

Children:



Occupation:

attorney – admitted to bar in 4/1833

Town:


Tallahassee

Birthplace:

b. Sumner Co., TN in 1809

Religion:



Organizations:

clerk of the Legislative Council for a short time; commander of a

battalion in the Seminole War, which heroically rescured Capt. Holloman and his 58 stranded Jefferson Co. volunteers at an outpost on the Withlacoochee River on 5/25/1836.


1841, Dec. 23




Port Leon, LEON

CT

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  assailant
Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:  night


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Horan
VICTIM(s):
James Ramsey

Weapon:  [sharp]  chair and knife


Circumstances:  Drunken fight.  Horan “admitted that he knocked down the victim with a chair, in a fit of intoxication, but did not stab him.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1841

Court proceedings:  1/1842:  fG   

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1841-3, v. 3: 179



214:  pNG 1/17/1842.

215:  trial on 1/19 & 20/1842.  Jury dismissed.  Bailiff charged to “keep this jury and neither speak to them yourself, nor suffer any other person to speak to them, touching any matter relating to this trial until they return into Court tomorrow, and the said Thomas Horan remanded to jail.”



216:  fG on 1/20/1842

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Sentinel, February 17, 1842


Tallahassee Floridian quoted in St. Augustine News, February 12, 1842

Tallahassee Floridian quoted in St. Augustine News, March 12, 1842


Pensacola Gazette, March 5, 1842


Tallahassee Star of Florida, January 26, 1842:  “The cause of the Territory against Thomas Horan for the Murder of James Ransey, came up before the Superior Court for this county during the past week.  The prisoner was arraigned at the Bar, under an indictment by the Grand Jury of the County, charging him with murder committed at Port Leon, in this county, on the night of the 23rd of December last.  The evidence was mostly circumstantial, but strong and conclusive.  The case under investigation for upwards of two days, and was finally submitted to the jury . . .  The jury after a few moments deliberation returned a verdict of Willful Murder.  The prisoner was most ably defended by Messrs, J. D. Westcott, John B. Lancaster, James H. Campbell, and A. S. Semmes, who did all that could be done to avert the awful penalty of the law from the head of the criminal.  We have heard the closing address of Mr. Campbell to the jury, spoken of as a stupendous effort, reflecting equal credit on his head and his heart.”


Tallahassee Sentinel, January 28, 1842:  “Jury were out but a few minutes.”  The 

“prisoner ably defended. . .  and heard the verdict without much emotion.  We learn that he persists in asserting his innocence.  The trial elicited a good deal of interest, and the verdict is esteemed just.”  

Tallahassee Star of Florida, Feb. 4, 1842: Judge Samuel Douglas passed sentence of death on Horan.  Horan “admitted that he knocked down the victim with a chair, in a fit of intoxication, but did not stab him.  He manifested but little emotion till at the close of the sentence, when he was quite overcome by his feelings, and sent forth the most piteous lamentations.”  “Breathless silence pervaded the hall whilst the Judge delivered his eloquent feeling sentence, and may an eye was moistened with the tear of sympathy.”  Prisoner “well clad” about 28 or 30 “florid complexion and low stature.”


Was to be executed on Feb. 18.  Horan escaped from Tallahassee jail.  

 Tallahassee Star of Florida, Feb. 17, 1842.  “Yesterday [Feb. 16, 1842] he was taken out to the suburbs of the city, where the sentence of the law was executed upon his body, by hanging him by the neck.”  He proclaimed his innocence “till the last.  The evidence upon which his conviction took place, though conclusive to the minds of the court and the jury. . . and much of this upon the supposed credibility of a notorious prostitute.” 


Very long sentence of Judge Douglas in Tallahassee Sentinel, February 4, 1842

Very long description of his execution in Tallahassee Floridian quoted in St. Augustine News, March 12, 1842.  See also Pensacola Gazette, 3/5/1842.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Thomas Horan

Ethnicity:

Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[29]

28 or 30

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James Ramsey

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1842]






Port Leon, LEON

P


CHECK:  do not count yet – not yet certain if the assault was fatal

Class:   do not count yet
Crime:   AIK or HOM
Rela:    NONDOM
Motive: PROPERTY dispute over ownership of property.  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Mr. Bains
VICTIM(s):
Dr. Blount of Port Leon

Weapon:  [gun]  shot -- unidentified firearm


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  
Apalachicola Journal, August 5, 1842 stated “Shot” Mr. Bains shoots Dr. Blount of Port Leon.  “Cause was a difference of opinion about ownership of property.  The matter was to have legal investigation on Wednesday last.  Westcott for Bains, Sibley and Sibley, and Allison for the Territory.”   Trial likely held in Apalachicola (Franklin Co.)  or Port St. Joseph (Calhoun Co.)
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Mr. Bains
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Dr. Blount
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Port Leon
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1842]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Taylor
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  mansl


Term: 1/1842


Court proceedings:  1/1842:  fG.  39 lashes & 7 days in jail

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1841-3, v. 3: 199, 217

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry Taylor

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1842]




LEON

CT

NOTE:  uncertain case.  Listed as a “felony” – but all other cases listed in this volume as felonies were homicides.

Class:   do not count yet
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Bertie, a negro
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  felony


Term: 4/1842


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1841-3, v. 3: 387

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Bertie, a negro

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1843]




LEON

CT

NOTE:  uncertain case.  Listed as a “felony” – but all other cases listed in this volume as felonies were homicides.

Class:   do not count yet
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
David Blainey
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for felony


Term: 4/1843


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1843-7, v. 4: 60

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

David Blainey

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1843]




LEON

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:  HOM 

Rela:    HOUSEHOLD SLAVE by OVERSEER
Motive:  DISCIPLINE / ABUSE
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John M. Williams
VICTIM(s):
a slave

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1843


Court proceedings:  fG of mansl.  30 days in jail.

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1843-7, v. 4: 61, 65

Newspaper:  

Star of Florida, 4/20/1843:  jailed last Saturday charged by a jury of inquest with the murder of a negro slave “by severe punishment.  The provocation or extenuating circumstances, if any, did not appear in the inquest.  He stands committed for further examination.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John M. Williams

Ethnicity:

[Welsh]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

overseer on plantation of B. W. Gaise, Esq.
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:



Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1845]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:  HOM 

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Alfred, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 5/1845


Court proceedings:  5/1845:  fG of mansl.  39 stripes.

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1843-7, v. 4: 333, 337

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Alfred, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1845]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Matilda, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1845


Court proceedings:  11/1845:  fG of mansl.  39 stripes & ears nailed to post.

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1843-7, v. 4: 383, 396

396:  ordered that she receive 39 stripes and have her ears nailed to a post and stand there for one hour.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Matilda, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1846]




LEON

CT
VOUCHER
Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Wormley R. Moore
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1846


Court proceedings:  placed in absentee docket

Legal Records:  

Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1843-7, v. 4:  listed as a felony, not as a murder

Comptroller’s Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosectutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 4, fol. 2:  murder – placed in absentee docket

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Wormley R. Moore

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1846]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Wells
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1846


Court proceedings:  5/1846:  fG of mansl.  $1.00f

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1843-7, v. 4: 439, 449

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Wells

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1847]




LEON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Barnet Bentley
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1847


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: 26

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Barnet Bentley

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1849]




LEON

CT

P
VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HOUSEHOLD OVERSEER by SLAVE
Motive:  RESISTING DISCIPLINE
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Martha, a slave
VICTIM(s):
Christopher C. Bryant

Weapon:  hoe [blunt]

Circumstances:  hit him with a hoe while he was chastising her.  Probably not intended to be lethal  & may have simply been intended to ward off blows from the overseer’s whip.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 3/1849


Court proceedings:  3/1849:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: 165, 177

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 4, Folder 2, Leon CO. FSArchives.

Newspaper:  

Floridian & Journal 4/7/1849:  A trial of a negro woman belonging to Mr. Charles Bannerman.  “She was acquitted, because of the belief that the blow which caused his death was accidental, and supposed to be inflicted by throwing up a hoe she held in her hand, to ward off the whip with which he was chastising her.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Martha, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Mr. Charles Bannerman
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Christopher Bryant
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

overseer of Charles Bannerman
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1849, Mar. 1

LEON [where happened is unclear, perhaps Jefferson County] 

CT

P

PARDON
PROC (P)

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:


Days to death:  two weeks


SUSPECT(s):
Enoch Sever
VICTIM(s):
Anthony C. Hand

Weapon:  [sharp]  knife 


Circumstances:  According to the witnesses “though differing on other points, all agreed that the first blow was stricken by the deceased, with a stick—and on the head of the prisoner—inflicting a sever gash.  Hand then ran—followed by Sever with a knife—fell over a log, was fallen upon, and stabbed near the neck by his pursuer.  Death ensued at the end of two weeks.”   

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1849


Court proceedings:  11/1849:  fG mansl.  12 months in jail and $1000 fine.
Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: 237, 272


State vs Enoch Sever, Leon County, 1849, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1848-1862,


 Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 2, Leon County,  FSAr


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #147, 126.  FSAr.

Remission of $1000 fine for ES charged with murder, fG mansl in Leon Co.  “Entirely unable to pay.” “already suffered a long imprisonment of all costs”  -- Gov. Brown, 10/1/___

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, July 14, November 10, 1849


Proclamation for Arrest of Enoch Sever by Gov. William D. Moseley, April 3, 
1849.  In Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, April 7, 1849

On March 1, Enoch Sever of Jefferson County killed Anthony C. Hand and fled.  On the wanted proclamation Sever was described as “stout, well built man, about six feet high, rather pale looking and has light hair.”  A reward of $300 offered: $200 by the state and $100 by the friends of the murdered man.  Sever eventually captured in Georgia and confined in the Tallahassee jail (Leon County).     

Tallahassee Floridian, Nov. 17, 1849:  Sever tried  for murder and convicted of manslaughter before Judge Thomas Baltzell in Leon County Circuit Court.  According to the witnesses “though differing on other points, all agreed that the first blow was stricken by the deceased, with a stick—and on the head of the prisoner—inflicting a sever gash.  Hand then ran—followed by Sever with a knife—fell over a log, was fallen upon, and stabbed near the neck by his pursuer.  Death ensued at the end of two weeks.”   Counsel for the prisoner B. C. Pope and G. W. Call.  For the State S. B. Stephens Solicitor assied by T. J. Heir and R. B. Hilton.  Found guilty of manslaughter and fined $1,000 and one year in prison.  Prisoner found “hopelessly insolvent.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Enoch Sever

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:


72”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Anthony C. Hand

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1852]




LEON

CT

PARDON
VOUCHER

CHECK:  sources – was there a newspaper article?

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL – at a political gathering 

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?: Election Day


Time of day:
daytime

Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Benjamin F. Trippe
VICTIM(s):
Elisha McDaniel

Weapon:  “Pocket Knife with a dirk blade” – stabbed in the chest.  Died in a couple of hours.  

Circumstances:  During election day gathering Trippe and Elisha McDaniel were standing opposite each other at the dinner table.  McDaniel began teasing Trippe with his case knife with which he was eating.  His gestures became increasingly vexing to Trippe who warmed him to stop.  McDaniel continued.  Trippe stabbed McDaniel in the chest and he died in a couple of hours.  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1852


Court proceedings:  10/1852t.  fG of murder.  DEATH.  Recommended for mercy by the jury.  Pardoned.  


Prosecuted by State Solicitor S. B. Stephens, assisted by M. D. Papy.  Defended by A. McIver and J. D. Galbraith.  Incarcerated in the Leon County jail from Nov. 26, 1852-January 14, 1853.  Pardoned by Gov. Thomas Brown  eight days before he was to be executed “provided that he leave the state of Florida never to return.”

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: 476, 500

State vs Benjamin Trippe, Fall 1852, Comptrollers Vouchers, Criminal.  Prosecutions, RG 350, ser. 565, box 4, fo. 3.  Leon County, FSArchives


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #296, 285.  FSAr.

Pardon of BT, who was fG of murder in Leon Co. & sentenced to hang.  “provided that Trippe leave the state of Florida and never return.”  Thomas Brown, 1/10/1853

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Benjamin F. Trippe

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Elisha McDaniel
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1853, Feb.




near Nim’s Sawmill, LEON
P

VOUCHER

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
John Anderson, Marris Anderson, Henry Anderson, Wiley Atkinson, David Reaves
VICTIM(s):
James Gideon

Weapon:  drowned [phys]

Circumstances:  near Nim’s Sawmill, six miles from Tallahassee.  Body of JG found in pond.  Homicide suspected.   Five men charged and investigation took place in Feb. 1853.  No indictment filled.

Inquest:  says Coroner J. P. Coles held a jury of inquest.  Verdict:  “by violence from some person or persons unknown.”


Indictment:  no

Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records: 

State vs John Anderson, Morris Anderson, Henry Anderson, Wiley Atkinson, David Reaves, Accused of Drowning James Gideons, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 4, fo. Leon County, FS Archives 
Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, February 19, 1853:says Coroner J. P. Coles held a jury of inquest.   “The body exhibited signs of violence, being bloody in places and spots of blood also being found upon the clothes of deceased, which were a Kentucky Jeans Sack Coat, under shirt and drawers.  The body was recognized as a man named James Gideon, a bricklayer from Cayuga Co., New York.  The jury of inquest “gave a verdict that deceased came to his death by violence from some person or persons unknown.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Anderson, Marris Anderson, Henry Anderson, Wiley 




Atkinson, David Reaves
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James Gideon

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

bricklayer

Town:


native of Cayuga Co. New York 

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1854]



Near Tallahassee, LEON

P

CHECK:  “mortally wounded”  -- but not yet dead as of last report

Class:    do not count yet – may not have been fatal
Crime:   AIK or HOM
Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Thomas Gaskins
VICTIM(s):
Troy Ferrell

Weapon:  pistol [handgun] to breast.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  
Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, May 27, 1854:  TF shot near Tallahassee on Monday by TG with a pistol through the breast.  At last accounts the wounded man was alive, but little hope was had of his recovery.  Gaskins gave himself up and is now in the hands of the Sheriff.  We forbear comments as the matter will undergo judicial investigation.”
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Thomas Gaskins

Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Troy Ferrell


Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1854]




near Lake Jackson, LEON

CT

PARDON
P

VOUCHER

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM SLAVE by SLAVE
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Ned (or Edward), a slave
VICTIM(s):
Lewis, a slave

Weapon:  [blunt] fence rail.  Lewis’s skull “was fractured by both blows.”  

Circumstances:  Ned (or Edward) property of Leslie Thompson accused of killing another slave named Lewis, the slave of William H. Burroughs, Esq.  Killed near Lake Jackson.  Ned claimed that the two slaves were walking together when a quarrel ensued.  Ned claimed that Lewis attacked him and that in defending himself with fence rail.  He struck over the head with a fence rail. Then Ned “went directly and told the story.”  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 3/1854


Court proceedings:  3/1854:  fG mansl.  39 stripes & 3 months in jail.  Judge J. Wayles Baker who presided in the case recommended executive clemency.  Gov. James Broome remitted the jail term on May 15, 1854.   

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: 580, 590

Book of Record (Proclamations) RG 156, Ser. 12, Book 1, #238, p. 227-28,  FS Archives.  

State vs Ned, a slave, property of Leslie A. Thompson, Comptrollers Vouchers,  1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box, 4, fo. 3. Leon Co. FS Archives.  

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Florida Sentinel quoted in Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, November 26, 1853: Ned (or Edward) property of Leslie Thompson accused of killing another slave named Lewis, the slave of William H. Burroughs, Esq.  Killed near Lake Jackson.  Ned claimed that the two slaves were walking together when a quarrel ensued.  Ned claimed that Lewis attacked him and that in defending himself with fence rail.  He struck over the head with a fence rail. Then Ned “went directly and told the story.  Lewis’s skull was fractured by both blows.”  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Ned
Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of Leslie Thompson
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Lewis
Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m


Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of William Burroughs
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1855, Jan.




LEON

CT

VOUCHER
P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Cade Godbold
VICTIM(s):
Col. Richard Harrison

Weapon:  


Circumstances: 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: [3/1855]


Court proceedings:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1847-55, v. 5: n.p.

State vs Cade Godbold, Murder, 1855, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 3.  Leon County, FSArchives

Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, March 24, 1855: “The case of the State vs Godbold indicted for murder in causing the death of Col. Richard Harrison in January last, was tried yesterday in the Circuit Court for this County before Judge [J. Wayles] Baker.  The prosecution was conducted by S. B. Stephens, Solicitor, assisted by Gen. Waddy Thompson.   James T. Archer, W. G. M. Davis and Balling Baker, appearing for the defense.  After a patient investigation which occupied the attention of court until 10 O’Clock in the morning, the case was submitted to the jury at half-past- 12, who returned a verdict of not guilty and the accused was consequently discharged.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Cade Godbold

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Col. Richard Harrison 


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]




LEON

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Manuel, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  1st:  assault with intent to kill.  2nd:  murder


Term: [10/1856]


Court proceedings:  10/1856:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-69, v. 6: 88, 92

State vs Manuel, the slave of C. Johnson, Murder, 1856, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 4, Leon Co. FSArchives.  

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Manuel, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of C. Johnson
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, Dec. 25




LEON

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week: 
Sat
Holiday?:
Christmas


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Lewis, a slave
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  Lewis, property of W. R. Pettis, Esq. stuck and killed another slave (unnamed), the property of Dr. Parkhill on Christmas Day.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  mansl


Term: _/1859

Court proceedings:  two mistrials, one a hung jury.  10/1860t:  fG.  50 lashes.

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-69, v. 6: 295

Newspaper:  
Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, October 22, 1859: Slave Lewis, property of W. R. Pettis, Esq. stuck and killed another slave (unnamed), the property of Dr. Parkhill on Christmas Day (1858?)  “The jury, failing to agree were discharged and the case continued until the next term.  This is the second time there has been a mistrial in this case.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Lewis
Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of W. R. Pettis, Esq.
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender: 

m



Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation: 

slave, the property of Dr. Parkhill



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1861]




LEON

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Cook, a slave
VICTIM(s):
David, a slave

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  manslaughter


Term: [3/1861]


Court proceedings:  3/1861:  fG.  15 lashes.

Legal Records:  


Leon County, Minutes of the Superior Court, 1855-69, v. 6, p. 318

State vs Henry Cook, a Slave, 1860, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal  Prosecution, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 4, Leon County, FS Archives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry Cook

Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

David
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave


Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








