Florida Homicides – Marion County (Ocala)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1848:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 1848-55 (12/1848t-11/1855t)
Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book B, 1855-61 (4/1856t-4/1861t)

Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book C, 1861-73 (12/1863t-end of notes with that term)

Cedar Keys Telegraph, 3/3/1860:  Keitt murder


CAN’T READ THE XEROX -- illegible






MARION
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1846]




MARION
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John A. Rice
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  12/1846

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.



State v. John A. Rice for murder, Marion County, fNG.  Dec. 1846 term.
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John A. Rice
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1846]




MARION
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Littleton Lewis
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  12/1846

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. Littleton Lewis for murder, Marion County, fNG.  Dec. term 1846.
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Littleton Lewis
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1847]




MARION
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Bird
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  4/1847

Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. John Bird for murder, Marion County, fNG.  April term, 1847.  Schedule of costs.
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John Bird
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1849]




MARION
P

NOTE:  the only evidence of the murder is in the newspapers.  A petition from 5 of DAB’s neighbors states that the charges against DAB for cruelty were false.  A tough case to decide, but the indictment suggests that there was physical evidence as well as eyewitness testimony  concerning the abuse.  Note too that DAB’s slaves were allowed to testify against him.

Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    HHLD SLAVE by MASTER and OVERSEER
Motive:  
ABUSE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Daniel A. Burleson and ___ Meadows (his overseer)
VICTIM(s):
an enslaved women

Cause of death:  [phys]  “torn in pieces by their dogs.”

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  cruelty to a slave

Term of court:  __/1849

Court proceedings:  12/1849:  fNG
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. Daniel A. Burleson for cruelty to a slave.  Indicted Dec. term, 1849, Marion Co.  fNG.  Schedule of costs.

State v. Henry a Slave, property of Daniel Burleson.  Marion County, 1850.  Arrested for Administering poison.  Schedule of costs.


19th Century State Legislature RG 915, Ser. 887, Box 5, fo. 3

Petition of Daniel Burleson to the . . . General Assembly, 11/18/1850.  Written from Ocala.  Found guilty along with Jesse Meadows in the Marion County Circuit Court of Assault with intent to kill on John H. Madison in Dec. Term 1849.  Fined $1,000 and costs.  “Before the said cause came to be tried the public mind had been much inflamed by reports and rumors industrially circulated that your memorialist had inflicted certain wounds upon Madison and thus many believed him guilty and expressed such impressions before the trail came on . . . certain incendiary reports that . . . treated his slaves cruelly & inhumanely which contributed to heighten prejudice against him and he was even indicted for cruelty to his slaves and there was not “a shallow of testimony to establish his guilt he was of course acquitted as will be shown by a copy of said indictment together with the verdict of the Jury hereto attached marked ‘D’ and your memorialist further shows that although he attempted to have this last case brought on for a trial before trial for the assault & c and thereby disabuse the public mind and to an extent relieve himself from the odium which attached to him on account of his supposed inhumanity yet all his endeavors were thwarted by the prosecuting attorneys.”  Believes that he would have been “acquitted of assault if he was tried & found innocent of cruelty to slaves first.  Says Madison was the only one who testified.  Found Meadows “knocked from his horse with a club.”  “Yet so deeply had the impression of his guilt been fired in the public mind that upon the testimony he was found guilty . . . incendiary reports were circulated and calculated to heighten the hostility of the public mind against him.”  Says he appealed to Governor Brown to remit fine, but he refused.  Asks General Assembly to remit fine.
Record of trial documents included:  Subpoena for slaves:  Sarah, Peggy, Henry, Robin, Abram, Daniel, Henry commanded to appear before the Grand Jury, 4/24/1849

Bill of Indictment for Cruelty to Slaves, April term, 1849:  indicted for “inflicting cruel punishment on Henna with a certain whip.”  Found not guilty, Dec. term 1849.

Affidavit of William Brantley and others, jurors in the assault case, 11/18/1850:  Madison was the only witness.  He testified that “while going to his plantation he met Mr. Burleson & Meadows on the road.  Meadows rode up to him & knocked him from his horse with a club which he had taken out of Burleson’s house – that this blow was added to others.  He could not say that Burleson struck him a single blow.  We cheerfully recommend him to the Clemency of the General Assembly.”  [Signatures of 5 jurors]

Affidavit of two [sic?] jurors says that “had we heard the testimony in the case against . . . Burleson for Maltreatment of his slaves we would not have rendered the verdict as it was rendered in the first named case.”  Signed by R. W. Stuart, F. W. Duncan, James Connell, William Blair.

Affidavit of James Thompson, Justice of the Peace:  Several of Burleson’s negroes were accused of attempting to poison their master.  It was proved that two of Burleson’s one of John H. Madison’s and one of Marcy Dell’s negroes was implicated in said attempts to poison.”  Such examination took place after Burleson was found guilty.  [See also J. H. Hardin, Justice of the Peace, for same information.]

Affidavit of Neighbors of Daniel A. Burleson:  “We were acquainted with his treatment to his slaves that the charge brought against him for cruelty was unfounded.  We further state that after the negroes were brought before the Grand Jury they became refractory, ungovernable, & unmanageable.  We believe that the illegal enterprise with his slaves by certain persons produced on their minds this state of feelings and we know that in consequence thereof the said Daniel A. Burleson lost his crop and was forced to sell his negroes at reduced prices [5 signers].

Bill of Indictment of Burleson and Meadows, Dec. term 1849.  Signed by J. P. Sanderson.
Petition of Citizens of Marion County in favor of Daniel Burleson:  says that “Burleson has sustained heavy losses from the unwarrantable interference of one John H. Madison with his slaves.”  Total coast of his trial, attorney fees, etc., were $2000.  Says Burleson was “rendered odious to the citizens of Madison County by slanderous reports.”  The petitioners believe that Burleson “sustained losses & injuries which can never be wholly repaired . . . that the ends of justice would be more fully accomplished by remitting unto the said . . . Burleson” the fine and grant other relief.  [A tremendous number of signers]


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, Ser. 13, Book 1, #130, 110, FSAr.

Fine remitted:  Daniel Burleson convicted of carrying arms secretly and fined $100 in Marion County Court.  Carried said weapon solely for self defence and not for the purpose of injuring other persons.  Signed:  Governor Thomas Brown, 4/13/1850.
Correspondence of Governor Thomas Brown, 1849-53.  RG 101, Ser. 755, Box 2, Folder 8, FSAr.


J. P. Sanderson to Governor Brown from Jacksonville [n.d.], re:  Thompson, Massey, Johnston, and Burleson:  “I have just learned that a petition to remit the fines imposed on Thompson, Massey, & Johnston have been forwarded to you.”  He believes that the cause was a “clear case of ‘Murder.’  Eleven of the jurors were for convicting them for that crime – they were defeated by one.”  Believes remission of the fine would be in “high degree injurious.”  Burleson also may make an application for executive clemency – he does not deserve any. . . .  In the case of these murderers – Johnston is fully able to pay – and should pay every dollar – Thompson and Massy are not so able but their families are – the three are connected.”  Says to ask Judge Douglas “for further particulars.”  [copied to Massey et al. file]

A. Waterson to Thomas Brown, 4/4/1850, from Ocala:  Petition for a pardon for Burleson for his assault on Madison.  A. Waterson of Ocala writes Governor Brown from there to give information concerning the case.  Burleson was fined $1000 for assault and battery.  Burleson paid the fine & costs.  Waterson was his security.  “At the time the trial was going on there was a Great Excitement and Burleson fearing an attack from some of Madison’s friends,” Burleson “put a small pistole in his pocket . . . some person in the Court House saw it as they did also see Madison have one and went to inform Judge Douglas who called both gentlemen up and fined each one hundred dollars – without any jury, etc.”  Says he heard Brown relieved Madison of his fine [see other letter].  Asks that Burleson also be relieved of his fine.  He “is but a Poor man and a large sum be has paid already.”

A letter from Felix Livingston to Governor Brown, 12/15/1849, re:  John H. Madison & the attack by Burleson & Meadows.  Written from Jacksonville.  Madison was indicted and convicted in Superior Court in Marion and Alachua County for carrying arms secretly.  Felix Livingston who observed session said Madison was unjustly fined $100 since he “may have violated the letter of the law, he did not the spirit.  He was at the time seriously “threatened by two ruffians named Burleson and Meadows, which threat (of murder) they attempted to execute on one occasion by waylaying and beating him nearly to death, these men are perfectly desperate and beyond any legal or moral restraint, so much so, that every person who knows the parties is satisfied that Madison is even now in daily and hourly danger of his life, and that in arming himself he did not intent to offend against the laws, but to defend himself against would be murders.”  Refers to a petition sent which he was not able to sign before he left the court.

Office of the Governor, Letter Books, 1836-1909, RG 101, Ser. 32, v. 5, 150-1, FSAr.

Thomas Brown to Abner Johnston, 2/18/1850, & Thomas Brown to Daniel A. Burleson, 2/18/1850.  Denial of pardons.  Says nothing in the case justifies a pardon.  According to Brown, “I hold the opinion that in this happily constituted government of ours, no man is so high in official station as to be placed above hearing and investigating the complaints of the humblest individual in the community, even though he be suffering the penalty of the law, and during the period of my Chief Magistracy, it is a duty I shall ever recognize and with pleasure ____ [illegible notes].  There is no part of my official duties which affords me so much gratification of its performance as the prerogative of clemency, when I can exercise it justifiably and always painful when a sense of duty requires me to reject such applications.”  However he was opposed to merely “setting aside the verdict of a jury and the solemn judgement of a Court . . . unless for good causes shown – to set a dangerous precedent and render the laws of the state null and void.”

From Pardons and Remissions notes [CHECK SOURCE]
John Madison, the man assaulted by Burleson, was convicted of carrying arms secretly.  Fined $500.  Governor Brown received a letter from a man who urges him to remit the unfair levy of a fine.

Newspapers:
Palatka Whig Banner, 7/14/1846:  comments on D. A. Burleson and overseer Stuart:  Grovard, the editor of the Palatka Whig Banner, visited Burleson’s plantation, Woodville, about 10 miles south of Palatka.  “Gratified at the admirable manner in which the plantation is kept by Mr. Stuart, the gentlemanly overseer.  Comfort and plenty abounded.  The cotton was in excellent cultivation, and promised to yield a handsome harvest to a worthy proprietor.”

Palatka Whig Banner, 7/28/1846:  D. A. Burleson offers $12 reward for runaway slaves.  Charles and Abraham absconded from his Cab__ye [CHECK SPELLING] Hammock Plantation.
Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, 6/9/1849:  “$500 Reward.  A Reward of Five Hundred Dollars will be paid for the arrest of Daniel A. Burleson and a man named Meadows, the perpetrators of a murderous attack on Mr. John Madison in Marion County last week.  The condition of this reward is that the parties be at large at the time of this writing.  Burleson is 30, 5’ 9” or 10”, spare made man, light complexion, light hair and eyes, eyes small and sharp.  Signed:  D. L. Clince, John H. McIntosh, H. R. Sadler, 6/9/1849.

Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, 6/16/1849:  “Mr. Madison and Dr. B. M. Byrne were riding together past the plantation of Burleson, and witnessed some inhuman treatment of the field hands by himself and his overseer, Meadows.  The brutes had actually caused a woman to be torn in pieces by their dogs.  Burlesonn and Meadows were afterwards indicted for this cruelty by the Grand Jury of their county, and seem to have resolved upon revenge.”
Jacksonville News, 6/16/1849 & Tallahassee Floridian & Journal, 7/7/1849:  “By yesterday’s boat we learn that the negro woman, the victim of the brutality of BURLESON and MEADOWS, who tore her to pieces with their dogs, has expired of her wounds.”

Floridian & Journal 6/9/1849:  JPEG
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Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, 6/16/1849 & Jacksonville The News 6/9/1849:  JPEG
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‘venge. ' They accordingly"‘fwgylaid Mr.

in tliat neighborhood, which has since

w’l’i;oulrlg*oluwal“-rlcn County.
Our readers will learn.with regret
the intelligence of the brutal attack np-
on Mr. Madison, of Marion county.—
We understand the cause to have been
this. ~ Mr. Madison and Dr. B. M.
Byrne wore riding together past the
plantation of Burleson, and witnessed
some inhuman treatmentof the ‘field
hands Ly himsell- and his overseer,
Meadows. The brutes had actually
caused u woman to be torn in pieces bp
their dogs. i+ Burleson’ and Meadows |
were afterwards indicted for this ciuel-
ty by the Grand Jury of their county,
and seem to have 1esolved upon re-

Madison near Orange Springs, as he
was riding home attended by a single
servant, felled him to the ground with
a club, ‘stabbed him m several’ places,
and left him for dend. The servant es-
caped, nnd procured assistance. Mr.
Madison afterwards revived sufficient-
ly to make a deposition before a magis-
trate, but relapsed into insensibility,
and is not expected to live.  His skull
was fractured in three places, f[rom one
of which the brain protruded.

_Bi”)‘*;éét'erduy'i} mail we: learn that
Burleson - has been seen'in a hammock

been carefully guarded.” We may soon
hear of his capture.
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Floridian and Journal 6/16/1849:  “Burleson Apprehended.”  “We learn of a gentleman just in from East Florida, that Burleson, who stands charged with the murder of Mr. John Madison, has been arrested, and is confined in Marion County Jail.  Meadows has also been taken.”  The article says that it is not yet known whether Madison has died, “however there is no doubt.  Our informant states that there was scarcely any hope of his recovery a week since.”
Jacksonville The News 6/16/1849 & Tallahassee Floridian and Journal 7/7/1849:  JPEG
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Floridian & Journal, 12/22/1849:  Trial of Burleson and Meadows.  “Messers. Burleson and Meadows were recently tried in Madison County, for the assault on John H. Madison before Judge Douglas of the Eastern Circuit.  The trial resulted in the fine of $1,000 against Burleson, and six months imprisonment for Meadows.”
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  
Suspect 1:  

Daniel A. Burleson
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


30
Phys char:


69” or 70” tall
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

planter
Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

___ Meadows
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

overseer for DAB
Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of DAB
Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1849, July 29




MARION
CT
P
PARDON
PROC (GOV)

VOUCHER


CHECK:  pardons, for remission of AT’s fine

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:

Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Massey [Massee], Abner D. Johnson, Abner J. Thompson, and John Mills
VICTIM(s):
Eli [Elliotson] T. Mobley

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  at victim’s residence.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 12/1849

Court proceedings:  12/1849: change of venue to Alachua County.  All fG of mansl.  HM, AJ, & AT:  $1000 fine each.  JM:  $100 fine.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 1848-55: 100
All listed as laborers.  Held for murder of Eli Morley.  Ordered that the venue be changed to Alachua Circuit Court at Newnansville, Judge Douglas’s next stop on the circuit.  All papers transferred.  Ordered that prisoners be conveyed to the Newnansville jail.  Witnesses bonded.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #158, 138.  FSAr.

Remission of fine for Abner D. Johnson, fG of murder in Marion Co. Circuit Ct., $1000 fine.  Strongly represented to me that it is a case well worthy of clemency.  Governor Brown, 12/30/1850.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #144, 123.  FSAr.

Remission of fine for AJT:  “representation made to me, that clemency should be extended to him.”  “already suffered a long imprisonment and entirely unable to pay.”


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #120, 100.  FSAr.

Proclamation for the arrest of Abner J. Thompson for murder of E. T. Mobley.  AT fG in Marion Co. Court of manslaughter, $1000 fine, and was to be imprisoned until the fine was paid.  $100 reward, Governor Thomas Brown, 1/25/1850.  22, fair complexion, 5’ 10”, spare built, sharp face, large nose, black eyes, auburn hair, upper front teeth decayed.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. Abner Thompson for murder, 7/1849 term, Marion Co.  Schedule of costs.  Thompson discharged by the Governor without costs.
Correspondence of Governor Thomas Brown, 1849-53.  RG 101, Ser. 755, Box 2, Folder 8, FSAr.


C. A. Mitchell to Thomas Brown from Ocala, 12/26/1849, asking for a pardon of Abner D. Johnston, Abner J. Thompson, and Henry G. Massey, convicted of manslaughter.  Says the fine is too high.  Says foreman of the jury said they could pay a high amount.

J. P. Sanderson to Governor Brown from Jacksonville [n.d.], re:  Thompson, Massey, Johnston, and Burleson:  “I have just learned that a petition to remit the fines imposed on Thompson, Massey, & Johnston have been forwarded to you.”  He believes that the cause was a “clear case of ‘Murder.’  Eleven of the jurors were for convicting them for that crime – they were defeated by one.”  Believes remission of the fine would be in “high degree injurious.”  Burleson also may make an application for executive clemency – he does not deserve any. . . .  In the case of these murderers – Johnston is fully able to pay – and should pay every dollar – Thompson and Massy are not so able but their families are – the three are connected.”  Says to ask Judge Douglas “for further particulars.”  [copied to Burleson file]

Newspaper:  

Floridian & Journal, 8/4/1849:  “We learn that Elliotson Mobley of Marion County was killed at his residence on the 29th of last month, by one Henry Massee.  Three other men, Abner Johnson, John Mills, and Abner Thompson, went with Massee to the hosue of Mobley, but the particulars of the difficulty we have not heard.  Massee and Thompson have been arrested, the others have escaped.”
Floridian & Journal, 1/26/1850:  From the Ocala Argus:  “In the trial of the prisoners concerned in the death of Mobley, the Jury and Newnansville” fined Massey, Johnson, and Thompson $1000 each, “the extent of the law.  Mills was $100.  This distressing case is at length terminated.  How careful people should be in settling difficulties that they should carry no deadly weapons with them.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect 1:  

Henry Massey [Massee]
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 2:  

Abner D. Johnson

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


MARION

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 3:  

Abner J. Thompson

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


22

Literate:


70”

Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


MARION

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 4:  

John Mills

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


MARION

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Eli [Elliotson] Mobley
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:


Marital Status:


Children:


Occupation:



Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:


Organizations:



1850, Aug. 6




MARION
LET

GOV (INDIAN AGENCY)
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM CHILD
Motive:  
POLITICAL
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Echo Emathla Chopco (aka Chipco) and three of his men
VICTIM(s):
Daniel Hubbard

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   disappeared – no trace of him was ever found, but it was later learned through Billy Bowlegs (a Seminole chief) that he had been murdered by a Tallahassee chief Echo Emathla Chopco (aka Chipco) and three of his men, whose band had been living illegally outside the reservation near Fort Gardner on the Kissimmee River.  They retaliated against the whites for the theft of three ponies in April.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fled
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Brown, Canter, Jr. (1991) Florida’s Peace River Frontier. Orlando: University of Central Florida Press: 93-4, 385n6.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Echo Emathla Chopco (aka Chipco) and three of his men
Ethnicity:

Tallahassee
Race:


Ind
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Daniel Hubbard
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


8
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n
Occupation:



Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1851]




MARION

CT
Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM

Rela:   [HOUSEHOLD] [INFANT] by SLAVE
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Felicha, a slave
VICTIM(s):
the infant child of James Whiddon

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1851

Court proceedings:  4/1851:  fNG.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 1848-55: 222
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Felicha, a slave
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Whiddon
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:



Age:


[0]
Literate:

n
Marital Status:

s
Children:

n
Occupation:

infant child of James Whiddon
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1852]




MARION

CT
VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Edmund, a slave
VICTIM(s):
Ned, a slave

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1852

Court proceedings:  12/1852:  fG of manslaughter.  25 stripes.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 1848-55: 396, 402, 419
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. Edmond, a slave, Fall term, 1852, Marion Co., for murder.  fG of mansl.  25 stripes.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Edmund, a slave
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Ned, a slave
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1855]




MARION

CT
Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry Fabine
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  not a true bill for murder


Term: 11/1855

Court proceedings:  
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 1848-55: 680
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Henry Fabine
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1855]




MARION

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Blaike aka John Swan
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1855

Court proceedings:  11/1857:  absentee docket
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 1848-55: 689

Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book B, 1855-61: 154

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Blaike aka John Swan
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1855]




MARION

CT
VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Elizabeth White
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1855

Court proceedings:  11/1856:  absentee docket
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, 1848-55: 689

Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book B, 1855-61: 118

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. EW for murder, Fall term, 1855, Marion Co.  “ordered by the Solicitor to be put on the absentee docket.”  Bill of costs.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Elizabeth White
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1856, Mar. 1




MARION
P
PROC (GOV)
PROC (P)

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:
7:30pm
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
William Millican

Cause of death:  [shotgun] “the fatal load which was mixed buck shot, made a large opening into the chest, carrying away the cartilage of the 4th rib, piercing the heart and lungs and lodged beneath the skin at the right border of the left scapula.”

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   i.d. 3/2.

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fled
Legal records:  

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #276, 263.  FSAr.

For arrest of the unknown murderer of William Millican of Marion Co. on the night of 3/1/1856.  $300 reward.  “atrocious murder.”

Newspapers:
Floridian & Journal 3/29/1856:  correspondent from Marion County, 3/5/1856:  “Mr. Editor:  A murder was committed in Marion County, on the night of the first of March.  Saturday night at about half past 7 o’clock, a man came up to the gate at the residence of Wiliam Millican and hailed.  A son of William Millican went to the gate and passed through it within a few feet of the person hailing.  He announced his name which was of course fictitious, and that he was on a scout and wished to see Mr Millican.  It was quite dark though he distinctly saw the unknown person.  The stranger declined going in.  The son went in and informed the father of the man, who desired to see him, who directly went out followed closely by his son.  He approached the gate and extending his hand to open it, the assassin shot him through the heart.  He fell dead instantly.  The body was not removed until by order of the jury of inquest, the next morning at 10 o’clock.  During the inquest of the jury assisted by Dr. Mowe, it was found that the fatal load which was mixed buck shot, made a large opening into the chest, carrying away the cartilage of the 4th rib, piercing the heart and lungs and lodged beneath the skin at the right border of the left scapula.  In this position six buck shot were extracted.  One passed entirely through the body and the garments.  The balance of the load it was supposed, meeting the ribs in their passage through the chest, were scattered in the internal viscera.  The community is thrown into intense excitement.  A dark veil is thrown over this tragedy.  No suspicions attach to any one.  Millican was a native of North Carolina, later of Middle Florida, and within a few years a resident of this County.
Floridian & Journal, 5/24/1856:  proclamation For arrest of the unknown murderer of William Millican of Marion Co. on the night of 3/1/1856.  $300 reward.  “atrocious murder.”  Governor James Broome, 5/19/1856.


Jacksonville Florida News, 5/24/1856:  ditto

Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

William Millican
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:

at least one son
Occupation:



Town:


MARION
Birthplace:

North Carolina
Religion:
moved to Middle Florida, and for the past few years has lived in Marion Co.
Organizations:



Personal history:  


1856, [July]




MARION

CT

VOUCHER

PARDON

DATE:  jailed on 7/6

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Timothy Guilford
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1856


Court proceedings:  11/1856: fG of manslaughter.  12 months in jail and $1000 fine.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book B, 1855-61: 120, 132, 140

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. TG for murder, Marion Co., 1856.  Committed 7/6 to 11/8/1856, 125 days.  fG of manslaughter, $1000 fine & imprisoned for 12 months.  Fine suspended.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #298, 287.  FSAr.

Suspension of $1000 fine for 1 year and a day for TG, fG mansl in Marion Co.  James B. ___, 7/___

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Timothy Guilford

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1856, July 26




MARION

CT
VOUCHER
PROC (GOV)

PROC (P)


CHECK:  pardons

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sun
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William J. C. Rogers
VICTIM(s):
Emma Rogers

Weapon:  [gun] – shot and killed.

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1856

Court proceedings:  11/1856:  fG of manslaughter.  $500 fine & 9 months in jail.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book B, 1855-61: 120, 129-30
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. WJCR for murder of his wife in Marion Co.  Committed 7/28/1856 to 11/8 at $0.40 per day.  Indicted Fall term, 1856, fG of manslaughter & imprisoned 9 months & $500 fine.  Fine suspended.

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #296, 285.  FSAr.
Suspension of fine by Gov. James Broom, 4/9/1857, and jail sentence reduced to 5 months.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #280, 267.  FSAr.

Proclamation for the arrest of WJCR of Marion Co., charged with shooting and killing his wife, Mrs. Emma Rogers.  Escaped from custody of sheriff.  Shooting occurred 7/26/1856.  $150 reward.  A physician, 35-40 years old, 6’ 2” or 6’ 3”, 170 lbs., light hair & eyes, low narrow forehead, two small wounds in his left check inflicted with a knife.  Governor James Broome, 8/4/1856.

Newspaper:  


Jacksonville Florida News, 8/9/1856:  ditto proclamation

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William J. C. Rogers
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


37
[35 to 40]
Phys char:


74.5”
Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Emma
Children:


Occupation:

physician
Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Emma Rogers
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:

m. W. J. C.
Children:



Occupation:



Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1858, July 9




Wacahocta, MARION

CT
PROC (GOV)
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
F
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Lafayette Gay, William Gay, Asberry Gay, Theopolis Gay, William Fowler
VICTIM(s):
William R. Gibbons and James Gibbons

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1858

Court proceedings:  11/1858:  fNG.  4/1859:  fNG.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book B, 1855-61: 418, 424, 463

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #313, 304.  FSAr.

Proclamation for the arrest of James Lafayett Gay, charged with murder of William & James Gibbon at Wacahocta in Marion Co. on 7/9/1858.  Broke jail in Marion Co.  $100 reward.  Governor Madison S. Perry, 11/2/1858.  25-30, 6’ 3”, spare built & slender, 145 lbs., tolerably fair complexion, smooth face, very little beard, quick spoken and restless in company, front teeth decayed.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect 1:  

James Lafayette Gay
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


[27]
25-30
Phys char:


75”, 145 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 2:  

William Gay, Asberry Gay, Theopolis Gay, William Fowler

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim 1:  

William R. Gibbons
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim 1:  

James Gibbons

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1859, July 4





Ocala, MARION

CT
P
VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  QUARREL or GRUDGE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:
Fourth of July
Time of day:


Days to death:  1

SUSPECT(s):
John M. H. Monroe
VICTIM(s):
James Cathron

Weapon:  [sharp]  stabbed with a knife in the head, neck, and side.  Died the next day.

Circumstances:  Newspaper:  “James Cathron and his two sisters spent Tuesday in Ocala and was just leaving to go home when they were met by Mr. J. M. H. Munroe, a neighbor.  A dispute in regard to the conduct of Munroe caused both parties to jump to the ground,” and the fight started.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1859

Court proceedings:  12/1859:  fG manslaughter.  12 months in prison & $1000 fine.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book B, 1855-61: 546, 560
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

Ditto court record.  The prisoner has made his escape and has not yet been arrested.  Fee for feeding prisoner form 1/16/1860 to 3/8/1860, 52 days.  $53.

Newspaper:  

Ocala Florida Home Companion, 7/12/1859:  on 7/4/1859 in Ocala.  James Cathron and his two sisters spent Tuesday in Ocala and was just leaving to go home when they were met by Mr. J. M. H. Munroe, a neighbor.  A dispute in regard to the conduct of Munroe caused both parties to jump to the ground, Munroe drawing a knife . . . Mr. Cothran caught up a stick and the affray commenced, during which Mr. Cathron was stabbed in the head, neck, and side.  A brother of the injured man who came up as the last blow was being inflicted, was also slightly cut on the shoulder, as he attempted to separate the parties.  The wounded man was then carried to Mr. W. B. Miller’s residence, where medical aid and the best attention was afforded.”  He died the next day.  Munroe was arrested and put in jail.
Fernandina East Floridian, 7/14/1859, from the Florida Home Companion:  JPEG
[image: image4.jpg]’
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Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John M. H. Monroe
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult

“young man”
Literate:



Marital Status:  
[s]
Children:

[n]
Occupation:



Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

James Cathron
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult

“young man”
Literate:



Marital Status:

[s]
Children:

[n]
Occupation:



Town:


MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, Feb. 18




Ocala, MARION
P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    HHLD MASTER by SLAVES
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
night
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Lewis and Allen (slaves of Dr. Keitt) (aided and abetted by Isaac, John, Zelius, and Melvina)
VICTIM(s):
Dr. W. J. Keitt

Cause of death:  [sharp]  razor:  “throat so cut as almost to sever his head from his body.  Severe cuts were also found upon the left hand as if it had been used to ward off the weapon.”  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   in the victim’s bedroom at his home.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:

St. Augustine Examiner, 2/25/1860:  JPEG
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Fernandina East Floridian, 3/8/1860:  Lynching of Lewis, the murderer of Dr. Keitt, by a vigilance committee:  “Ocala Home Companion states that the slave, Lewis, the murderer of Dr. Keitt, was executed on the 22nd of Feb. 1860.  He confessed his guilt, but implicated no others.  He was tried by a Committee of twelve free holders appointed by a large meeting of the citizens.”  

Fernandina East Floridian, 3/22/1860:  “two more of the Negroes concerned in the murder have been convicted & sentenced to hang on Mar. 14.”  Believed another will also be executed.
Fernandina East Floridian, 3/29/1860:  “Home Companion says that Allen another of the murderers of Dr. Keitt was hung on the 14th of Mar.  Isaac another accomplice is to be banished from the state.  John, Zelius, and Melvina will receive from 25 to 50 stripes a day for ten days, Sundays excepted.”

St. Augustine Examiner, 2/25/1860:  “The guilt of the negro who was unquestionably the principal in the fearful tragedy is beyond doubt.  A razor & clothes . . . also some of the Doctor’s beard brush were found concealed and identified as belonging to the negro.”

St. Augustine Examiner, 3/24/1860:  from the Ocala Home Companion:  Trial:  “a long and tedious investigation.  The evidence, which was clear and positive, was submitted to a regularly drawn jury, who shortly returned with the following verdict:  Israel and Allen guilty and to be hanged Wednesday; John and the wife of Lewis knew the murder was to be committed, and are to be whipped.  The Jury did not altogether agree on the punishment to be inflicted on John, it is thought that he will be hung.”

Floridian & Journal, 3/21/1860:  ditto.

Cedar Keys Telegraph, 3/3/1860:  FIX – but illegible.  Must be redone.  XEROX
Newport Wakulla Times, 2/9/1859, from the Washington Union:  JPEG:  a report on Mr. Keitt’s speech to the U. S. House of Representatives on the Cuba question.  
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Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Lewis and Allen (slaves of Dr. Keitt) (aided and abetted by Isaac,




 John, Zelius, and Melvina)
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:



Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Dr. Keitt
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Dr. W. J. Keitt
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

physician
Town:


Ocala, MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:
a member of the U. S. House of Representatives at the time of his death
Personal history:  


1860, Feb. 22




Ocala, MARION
1860, Mar. 14

P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
PUNISHMENT for murder of master
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
W / W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Lewis and Allen

Cause of death:  [phys]  Lewis:  hanged 2/22/1860.  Allen:  hanged 3/14/1860.

Circumstances:   legal routines were followed:  juries were called in a “regular” manner from the crowd & the suspected were tried & found guilty before they were hanged.  Tried and executed by a “committee of twelve free-holders” appointed by a large meeting of citizens.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Fernandina East Floridian, 3/8/1860:  Lynching of Lewis, the murderer of Dr. Keitt, by a vigilance committee:  “Ocala Home Companion states that the slave, Lewis, the murderer of Dr. Keitt, was executed on the 22nd of Feb. 1860.  He confessed his guilt, but implicated no others.  He was tried by a Committee of twelve free holders appointed by a large meeting of the citizens.”  

Fernandina East Floridian, 3/22/1860:  “two more of the Negroes concerned in the murder have been convicted & sentenced to hang on Mar. 14.”  Believed another will also be executed.
Fernandina East Floridian, 3/29/1860:  “Home Companion says that Allen another of the murderers of Dr. Keitt was hung on the 14th of Mar.  Isaac another accomplice is to be banished from the state.  John, Zelius, and Melvina will receive from 25 to 50 stripes a day for ten days, Sundays excepted.”

St. Augustine Examiner, 2/25/1860:  XEROX:  “The guilt of the negro who was unquestionably the principal in the fearful tragedy is beyond doubt.  A razor & clothes . . . also some of the Doctor’s beard brush were found concealed and identified as belonging to the negro.”

St. Augustine Examiner, 3/24/1860:  from the Ocala Home Companion:  Trial:  “a long and tedious investigation.  The evidence, which was clear and positive, was submitted to a regularly drawn jury, who shortly returned with the following verdict:  Israel and Allen guilty and to be hanged Wednesday; John and the wife of Lewis knew the murder was to be committed, and are to be whipped.  The Jury did not altogether agree on the punishment to be inflicted on John, it is thought that he will be hung.”

Floridian & Journal, 3/21/1860:  ditto.

Cedar Keys Telegraph, 3/3/1860:  XEROX – but illegible.  Must be redone.


Cedar Keys Telegraph, 9/1/1860

Newport Wakulla Times, 2/9/1859, from the Washington Union:  XEROX:  a report on Mr. Keitt’s speech to the U. S. House of Representatives on the Cuba question.  


Tampa Florida Peninsular, 2/25 & 3/24/1860

Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 199-200, 211.  Note that later report says Israel was not lynched, so Israel not included on this worksheet as a victim.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Lewis and Allen
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Dr. Keitt
Town:


Ocala, MARION
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1862]




MARION

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Johnson
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 12/1862

Court proceedings:  4/1863:  fG of manslaughter.  $1000 fine.
Legal Records:  


Marion County Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book C, 1861-73: 36 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

William Johnson
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








