Florida Homicides – Orange County (Mellonville [Sanford], Orlando)


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1847:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Orange County Minutes of Circuit Court, 1847-1883, Book A: (10/1847t – read through 10/1863t)


A patchy record, few entries


No court held, 11/1861t through 4/1863


Court held, 11/1863t


No court held, 4/1864 through 11/1865






ORANGE
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1845, Mar. 21 or 22




Enterprise, ORANGE

CT
VOUCHER

P

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  GRUDGE
Intox?:  yes, suspect
Day of week:
F or Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Cornelius Taylor
VICTIM(s):
Theodore Hinsdale

Weapon:  [long gun]  shotgun – shot in the back.

Circumstances:  Taylor, drunk, shoots into group of men he claims were harassing him at his hotel in Enterprise.  Taylor had a sugar mill and hotel at Enterprise.  Several men came across Lake Monroe from Mellonville, one or two warned Taylor to leave the country.  Later during a fight, Taylor was badly beaten.  Taylor shot Hinsdale in the back.  Capt. Crane was the first target of CT that day.  CT emptied both barrels of a shotgun at Crane, but missed.  The fight had gone on for some time before TH walked up and was shot down by CT.  CT & TH did have a grudge against each other for some reason, related it seems to CT’s handling of “court papers” when CT was county clerk.  But CT was at odds with the entire party, it seems, that arrived that day on the steamboat from Mellonville.

Inquest:  


Indictment:  manslaughter


Term: 6/1845:  

Court proceedings:  Taylor bailed for $18,000.  Venue changed to St. Johns County.    6/1846:  fNG
Legal Records:  


St. Johns County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-1874, Book A: 10

State vs Cornelious Taylor, 1845, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 5, fo. 4 & fo. 6, Orange and St. Lucie Counties, FS Archives. 


Venue changed to St. Johns County.  Schedule of costs.


State vs Cornelius Taylor, 1845, St. Johns County Case Files.  

Testimony of Ephraim Taylor:  Hinsdale killed on 21 or 22 of March at Enterprise.  “I went over in the morning from Fort Mellon to Enterprise in the boat from [sic] Crane Hinsdale Brown Burnham and Horne – We loaded west of the House on the lake shore about 250 yards from the house.  When we got on shore we scattered about and went with Crane who delivered some letters to the carpenter.  The Captain in the steamboat ___ Spaulding – [sic] after the rest of the party had scattered.”  Went to De Masters and bought a sack of potatoes.  Was sitting out on the shore when he saw Taylor fire two barrels at Capt. Crane.  One after another then said “come on you damned scoundrel.  I have a cane yet and made a pass on him and the cane flew out of his hand and then got hold of him & broke the gun over his head and then after that he took some brickbats to him and pounded them over his head.”  Then several tried to stop the fight but others encouraged it.  “Taylor said he gloried in fighting.”  Taylor then went to his house and got another gun.  Some of the men boarding at the house got the gun away from him and fired it off.  Taylor went back to the house – reloaded the gun and came back out and got on a horse which was saddled.  Hinsdale and a few others come up and Hinsdale seeing him told him to stop.  Rode up to him and “shot him down.”  Ephraim Taylor went up immediately to Hinsdale and C. Taylor “made off.”

Henry Crane sworn says they had “no combination or confederacy against him” (C. Taylor).  Said he was walking toward the sugar works when Taylor confronted him and fired two barrels one after another at him missing.

Seymour Holliday said Hinsdale lived at Fort Mellon and four weeks he told him that Taylor “was a damned old son of a bitch and he wished he was dead and out of the way” and further said “he would be dead and out of the way soon and this ‘somebody’ or ‘some of us’ would put him out of the way and that all the settlers at Fort Mellon would have nothing to do with him and would not do business with him.”  Hinsdale one of the persons who had come up on the Steamboat and E. Taylor saw him that day on the boat “passing under the Hull.”
Testimony of Cornelius Taylor:  Claimed the first time he met Crane and Hinsdale were when he was county clerk.  He had a quarrel with Hinsdale about the papers in the Clerk’s office and he had threatened my life and to burn my place.  When he came home late one evening his wife told him that a group of “banditti” had come over from Fort Mellon with the express purpose of “cleaning me out of the country.”  They warned Mrs. Taylor to “take her children, and clear right out as we will certainly be destroyed.”

The day of the kill C. Taylor said he had merely shot the gun to clean it for reloading.  “Then Crane appeared and come after him with a brick bat and screamed at him ‘you damned old rascal I have got you now’ and immediately struck at him with it.”  Then C. Taylor claimed he blacked out and did not recall a thing until 2 o’clock that night and found myself lying in bed with my wife sitting by me.”

Ephraim Taylor later claimed that after C. shot Hinsdale he later boasted that “is one of you damned rascals down and said that was one of old Washington’s gang.”  Before Judge Bronson, 4/4/1845.

Hilliard Burnham said that before scuffle between himself and Taylor . . . that Taylor had told him that “he had never killed anybody before but he thought he would kill some of the damned rascals about this place.”

Clement Brown said Taylor “Drank frequently during the day.”


St. Johns County, Miscellaneous Court Papers

14) Cornelius Taylor v. Estate of Andrew Dewees, 2/28/1827, controversy over land ownership

15) CT v. Bartolo Olivarez, 10/1837, slander, Sup T-4

16) CT v. Philip Solano, 10/1837, slander, Sup T-4

17) CT v. Bartolo Olivarez, 3/1838, slander, Sup T-4 (O accused T of changing marks & brands on cattle; reply by defendant’s attorney)

18) CT v. Philip Solano, 3/1838, slander, Sup T-4

Account of CT Puffing His Spring (“Look out for them” – Swindlers, Rogues, etc.)
State v. CT for murder of Thomas Hinsdale of Orange Co., 1845 (taken from an Inventory of Miscellaneous Court Records, Sup. & Cir. S-9):  Recognizance of witnesses and mileage travelled, subpoenas, true bill for manslaughter, minutes of examination and testimony of Taylor, who lived and had a sugar mill at Enterprise.  Several men came from boats from Fort Mellon, one or two warning CT to leave the country.  Later during a fight, CT was badly beaten.  Hinsdale was shot in the back.  Depositions of all men present at the fight.

State v. CT for murder of Theodore Hinsdale:  Bill of Indictment, drawn by Felix Livingston (Solicitor of the Eastern Circuit), shot TH with a double barreled shotgun “a little below the short ribs.”  Shot in the back.  Bond to appear at the Superior Court to be held in St. Augustine for the Counties of St. Johns, Orange, and St. Lucie, signed by Judge Bronson.  Warrant for CT’s arrest, signed by Judge Bronson, 3/25/1845.

Territorial Court of Appeals, Case Files, 1825-46, RG 970, Ser. 73, Box 12, Folio 370 & 371
CT v. Joseph Oates, slander, 1837:  CT was judged guilty by the jury & fined $900.  Very, very long case – appealed to Court of Appeals.  In 1829, JO accused CT of “conspiring to vex, harass, aggress, impoverish and wholly ruin him, the said plaintiff, by being guilty of larceny and perjury.  Taylor offered “in the presence of one Edmund A. Sams, and divers other citizens of this Territory did alter and publish concerning the plaintiff there false scandalous malicious and defamatory words” and called him a “felonious hog thief.”  Did “contriving and wickedly and maliciously intending to injure the said plaintiff”  Did these things at Pablo in the County of Duval he, Taylor, “greatly envying the happy state and condition of the plaintiff.”  
Territorial Papers, 26: 299.  Cornelius Taylor to the Secretary to the Navy, 4/13/1841:  

CT, a U.S. Timber Agent, writes to the Secretary of the Navy on the usage of live oak timber and government agents’ private speculation.
Newspaper:  

Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, April 15, 1845:  CT kills TH with a shotgun in Enterprise.  CT bailed in sum of $8,000 by Judge Bronson to await his examination.
St. Augustine Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, June 24, 1845:  Territory v. CT in Eastern District.  Grand jury endorsed a “true bill for manslaughter, Mr. Douglas, the District Attorney, refused to at upon this bill, and the prisoner was bound over in the sum of nine thousand dollars, and the witnesses recognized to appear and testify in the east [sp?] at another term of the court.”
St. Augustine News , June 28, 1845:  a letter from correspondent complaining that CT should have been indicted for murder and refused bond:  a clear case of murder.  Says CT’s bond was $18,000.  JPEG
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'LAW. AND ORDER ARE STILE L\
EXISTRENCE IN FLORIDA.
1t has been recently shewn that one man may notE

shout down another in eold blond with impuniny.~— B
veh excitement has been manifested by the citizensg

f this city. growing out of the action of the (irandy
Jury. on the case of C. rncline Taylor, whosht cleml
in his tracks (some two monthsagn, in Orange cnanty )
Theodore Hinedale. As much as we deprecate thel
idea of Diassing the public mind ‘wpon & manter ing
which the life of a fellow crestute may be involved B
we hold it a duty to remave any imputation by infer.
ence which might possibly fall vn some of the ufficer
of the Codrt, and feel bound w make a few remet
wthisend. | : ‘ :
" \We Moard the testinany ‘taken before his honork
Judge Bronson, who sat on this case, a3 an examining
Magistrate, in April last, and . we have no hesitation
n nying-tha* (v our mind) it' was es cleana case

.,.Wm. TW ;
having the cese under considerstion fur some daya
upon. Ma first Hill drawn by the District Attorney.p
found 0" true bill. The Coutt apprebensive thatl
the Onml,J*ry migh have erred as 1o the law, »
have based tlioir conclosions upon a former sctinn oif
the Court iu-&llowlg‘vg Taylor w bail, requepted that
bexy W comelinue Court, and alier some explanation
advined lhcm\ui reconsider the bill; a second bitl for

worder was then drawn by the District Annrney,
upon whileh they returned; *not a bill for' murder.
tat w true Lill for mansisughter ;" upon whivh fhe
INatrict Atiorney refused thact, and muved the Count
wbind Taylosuver i appear stihe vext Court, which
otion ‘was sumained by the Coort. 17 Jo nw pre-
Lend to munment upon the course of the Grand Jury.
e der. e knaw the nawre of the testinnny belure
them 0 tho'.c"p'e. nor would we be umderstomd 16
charge them with ought. but the purest wnentions.
Nevertheiess we do think {speaking only from suck
aatiers 83 cvni_e within war know!edge) that their ac:
tion is unnccountubly strange. L »’
Thas. Douglas, Esq. (the District Attorney) stpted
1o the Court, that the same testimony had been sent
ro the Cirntil Jury, which hed been adduoced opm |
the examination. : :
A general presentinent wal inade oo Thursday, i
the name of the Grand Jury by the Foreman and
Kecretary, this represented thineen of that bedy, »

protest 1o that presentment was offered by anuthe
The minuies.

member, e esenting the pilnoeity. .
\estiwony, &e., under seal, have been deposited withg
e Cierk of the Court. st the instance (we underg
qand) of the minority. The Court saw ke ahjection
the Grand Jury filing \lw.m'mulrd. but refused 1o or
Jer those piru of the presentment of a persend
character tn he spread on the minutes, and returned
all hut the portion which hal a general benring. but
they sxked to have the whole presentment retarned
1" !;wm i the protest of the minority was sleo return
ed 10 them, We do not deem it neceseary to ndvert
(o the presentiment, ne it is of no effect at present.
Wa cannat relrain from wticing the firm, wmanly
nad 'tml'o;ﬁemlcmvcuurn of Mr. Douglas througheu!
his afair, vot the readincss with which His Honm
Judge lronson supported lim inthe enforcetnent ol
the laws, under such vigilent, fearicas anl energeti
wihvers, erime would becomne 8 thing of rare accur
rence, \

Puylor has beeth held to bail in the sum of 18,000,
o uv;w:n' at the next Court.  We are informed that
he hins depasited in the hianls afthe Court an uncon
dittonal hill of sale of all his property, which it ia saict
i amiple 1o redeem his bond and secure his securi

s,

P

: /L[L(;-u ¢ [\v L«CL’ )

A%

i

i

..-/’

v\

{

e L

[

L 1

( L

-

the Girand Jury might have erred as to the law, or

. —— - ——

LAW AND _ORDER ARE STILL IN
"  EXISTENCE IN-FLORIDA.

It has bern recently shewn that ome man inay not
shout down another in eold blood with impunity.—
Much excitement has been manifested by the citizens
of this city, growing out of the action of the Grand
Jury, on the case of Cornelius Taylor, who shot deadd
il —— ]

'.',L!l'-.”. tracks (soine two wnonthsago, in Orange county)
Theodore Hinsdale. As much ns we deprecate the
iden of biassing the public mind upon a mnatter in
which the life of a fellow creature may be involved,
we hald it n duty to remove any imputation by fer-
ence which inight possibly fall on sone of the officers
of the Court, and feel bound 1o make a few remarks
to this end.

We heard the testiinony taken before his honer
Judge Bronson, who sat on this ease, ns an examining

haa A 2o o T

Mnagistrate, in April last, and we have no hesitation

i saying that (1o our mind) it was as ~lear a case of

murder as we ever heard,
--‘._-\

The Grand Jury, afterf

Bty th : o :

Bving the case under consideration fur some days.F
. . . . l

upon the first bill drawn by the District Atturney.i

found _no true_ bill.

The Coutt apprehiensive that

have based their conclutions upon a furmer action of}
the Court in allowing Taylor 10 bail, requested tha
body to come into Court, and alter sorae explanation,
advised them to reconsider the bill; a second bill Tork

wurder wos then drawn by the District Auorney.
lupon which they returned, “not a bill for murder,
but n true bill for inanslaughter ;7 wpon which the
District Attorney refused to act, aud moved the Court
to bind Tayloroverto appear atthe next Court, which
motion was sustained by the Court.  J¥e do not pre-
tend 1o comment upon the eourse of the Grand Jury.
I do not know the nawre of the testimony before
them in the case, nor would we be understood to
‘horge them with ought, but the purest intentinus,
Neve rtheless we do think (speaking only from such
natters as come within vur know'edge) that their ac.
jon 18 unnccountably strange.

‘I'hos. Douglas, Esq. (the District Attorney) stated
o the Court, that the sume testimony had been sent
o the Grand Jury, which had been ndduced upoy
lie exnmination,

A general presentinent was made on Thuraday, o}

e name of the Grand Jury by the Foreman and
Secretary, this represented thirteen of that body, o
protest tn that presentiment was offered by another
memher, representing thie minority. The minules,
testitony, &c., under seal, have been deposited with
“he Clerk of the Court. at the instance {we under
stund) of the minority. The Court saw 1o ohjection o
the Grand Jory filing the minutes, but refused 1o or
Jder those parts of the preseniment of a personal
character 10 be apread on the minutes, and returned
all hut the portion which had a general bearing. but
they asked 10 have the whele presentient returned
to them ; the proteat of the minority was wlso return
wd 1o them. We do nat deem it necessary 1o ndvert
to the presentment, as it is of no eflcet at present.
We cannot refrain from noticing the fimu ananly
and independent course of Iir. Douglas throughout
this nﬂ'pi_ggf;jnot;he readiness with winch ITis Honor
Judge,l)ggnmnnuppnrwd him in the enforcement o

L une or such vigilent, fearless nnd energetic

Id become athing of rare occur

een held to bail in the sum of 12000,
Yourt.  \We are in{ormed that
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Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Cornelius Taylor


Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m


Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  
yes, married

Children:



Occupation:

planter, merchant, inn keeper, sugar mill operator

Town:


Enterprise
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:

county clerk
Victim:  

Theodore Hinsdale

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:


[Mellonville]
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1845-1849]




ORANGE

PARDON

CHECK:  pardons

DATE:  guess 1847

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by MISTRESS
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Maria Stafford
VICTIM(s):
a slave of Maria Safford

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 


Court proceedings:  [fG mansl]  Pardoned by Gov. W. D. Moseley.
Legal Records:  


CHECK:  source
Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Maria Stafford

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[planter]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:



Age:


[adult]
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave, property of  Maria Stafford
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1846]


ORANGE

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Joshua Mansfield
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term: __/1846:  Orange Co. Ct.

Court proceedings:  Change of venue to St. John County.  fNG
Legal Records:  

State vs Joshua Mansfield, 1846, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosections, RG 350, Ser. 565, Box 5, fo. 4, Orange and St. Lucie Co. FS Archives. 


Mansfield indicted for manslaughter in Orange Co.  Change of venue to St. John County.  Found not guilty. 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Joshua Mansfield

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1852, June 2




Mellonville, ORANGE

CT

P
LOCATION / CHECK:  did the murder occur in Tallahassee, or in Mellonville?  Where was the Florida Sentinel published?  That is where TWJ used to live.

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  HONOR / QUARREL
Intox?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:
7 am
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
George M. Grouard
VICTIM(s):
Major Thomas W. Jones
Weapon:  [sharp]  stabbed in the heart with a knife, “some seven inches in the blade.”  “stabbed to the heart.  He received four wounds--three of them mortal; one in the right breast, entering the lung; another on the left breast, penetrating the heart; and another just below the ribs; the fourth was only a scratch across the breast.”  Died 8:15 am.  

Circumstances:  at H. A. Crane’s store.  Newspaper:  Hopkins said the Grouard was “driven to this bloody deed by repeated insults heaped upon him.  Jones struck him several times, in my presence; Grouard did not return the blows, but challenged his assailant to a single combat.  Jones accepted the challenge, I believe and immediately hunted Grouard.  On finding him, he slapped his face, took him by the hair of the head and pulled him down upon a chair, when Grouard drew a knife, some seven inches in blade, and stabbed him.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  bill not found for murder


Term: [10/1852]


Court proceedings:  10/1852:  ordered him discharged without delay.

Legal Records:  


Orange County, Minutes of the Circuit Court, Book A, p. 58

Newspaper:  

Florida Sentinel, June 22, 1852:  dtl Mellonville, E. F., 6/3/1852, John L. Hopkins to Columbus Drew, Esq.:  “My Dear Sir:--I regret sincerely to communicate to you the intelligence of the death of Major Thomas W. Jones, formerly a resident of your place.  He was killed by George M. Grouard, who is now in custody of the Sheriff of this county, and will be carried to St. Augustine or to Jacksonville by the first steamer.  I was present when Jones was stabbed, and have never witnessed a more awful sight in my life.”  Grouard stabbed Major Thomas W. Jones at H. A. Crane’s store on June 2 at 7:00 in the morning.  “stabbed to the heart.  He received four wounds--three of them mortal; one in the right breast, entering the lung; another on the left breast, penetrating the heart; and another just below the ribs; the fourth was only a scratch across the breast.”


 Hopkins said the Grouard was “driven to this bloody deed by repeated insults heaped upon him.  Jones struck him several times, in my presence; Grouard did not return the blows, but challenged his assailant to a single combat.  Jones accepted the challenge, I believe and immediately hunted Grouard.  On finding him, he slapped his face, took him by the hair of the head and pulled him down upon a chair, when Grouard drew a knife, some seven inches in blade, and stabbed him.”  JPEG
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Correspondence of the Jacksonyi]e Reput.
-4 lican.
s Mm.l.o.\'\'nu.z, L. F., June 3, 1852,

My Dear Siy =1 regren sincercly o Communicate
to you the intelligence ot the death of Major Thos, W
Joxes, formerly o resident of Sr plice. - Ye wan
kitled by Geo, A ; “ARD, Who is now iy custody
of the SICFGT this county, and will he carricd o Sy
Augustine or 10 Jacksonville by ihe first Kleamer, |
Wik present when Jones wis stabbed, aud have never
withessed a more awful sigin jp my life. |y happened
at the store af M. J1. A Crase, yosterday morning,
about 7 o'clock. Maj. Jones lived until quarter pase
S o'clock, same morning, e Speer way inmediate.
v oEent for, but could be of 1o kcrvice to the unfupy.
,’nalc ™man, as he was stabbed the heart. Mo ro.

ceived four wounds—thrce of (e, morial : one jn
the right brepst, entering (he lung i anotiver op the
[ left brease, pencirating (1 heart; and arother jnst
below tle ribs; the four(), was only a scrateh across
the breast, |
This occurrence has cast a gloom over (e whole
coppany —us wel jg might ; and | hope it will prove
4 Warning to the men, and convinee them that it ja
thng 48 well ux dungerous 1o impose too much upan
good nature, Jones was a friend of mine; but [ cap.
notibut say that G{Qﬁ_@_{‘u&'w&dd\‘% to this bloody
deed by repé_:gf;g!_insuli&\l@wmi‘]mn. Jinea
strack him several times, in MY presence ;. Grouard
did not return the blows, but challenged hiy assailant
lo single combat.  Jones accepted the chullenge, 1 be.
licye, and immcdintcly hunted Grouard. On findin
him. he slapped his face, (vok hiin by the hair of tho
head, and pulled bim down upon g c}mir, when Groy.

stabbed him,

My father was unwell at the time of this faa) oc.
currence.  Had he been Aware of the pravious clp-
cumstances of the affair, he wou)( have had Jones ar-
rested. :

The deceased was buried thi- morning, I gup
his remaing'will’be « arried 1, Jacksonviile, eventually,

 Write j haste, .o you wij] cxcuse all blundors,
[am, very truly, your friend,

§ : JOIIN L. HOPKINS.
’Coumnuo Dn:w, Iirq. :
a MM

ard drew a knife, some seven inchics in blade, and





Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George M. Grouard

Ethnicity:

[French]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

newspaper editor

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Major Thomas W. Jones
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1853]




Spring Garden, ORANGE

CT

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by OVERSEER
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George U. Thompson
VICTIM(s):
a slave

Weapon:  [gun] shot
Circumstances:  killed a slave owned by Mr. Starke.  Thompson was acting as Starke’s overseer.


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1853


Court proceedings:  10/1853:  fG of manslaughter.  $300 fine.

Legal Records:  


Orange County Minutes of Circuit Court, 1847-1883, Book A: 79

Newspaper:  

St. Augustine Ancient City, July 30, 1853:  Thompson of New York jailed in St. Johns Co. jail, charged with shooting and killing a slave owned by Mr. Starke.  Thompson was acting as Starke’s overseer.
Jacksonville, Florida News, October 22, 1853:  George U. Thompson tried for murder in Orange & St. Lucie Sup. Ct.  fG mansl.  $300 fine.  For prosecution:  S. St. George Rogers and Col. B. M. Pearson.  For defense: McQueen McIntosh.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George U. Thompson

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

overseer for Mr. Starke
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:



Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Mr. Starke
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1859, March 15




Orlando, ORANGE

CT

P

PROC (P)
PROC (GOV)

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:     NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Capt. Aaron Jernigan, Sr., Aaron Jernigan, Jr., Lewis M. Jernigan, Moses Jernigan, John Prescott, Eli Prescott, William M. Tyler
VICTIM(s):
William H. Wright

Weapon:  [sharp] pistol and knife.  WHH was “shot in the leg, and received a serious cut in the abdomen from the effects of which injuries he was not expected to recover.”

Circumstances:  The Jernigans were a wealthy cattle family, powerful, held offices in legislature – tough, ruthless.  Newspaper:  “a general fight which took place at Orlando, P. O.”  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 4/1859 & again 11/1859


Court proceedings:  AJ, Sr., AJ, Jr., LJ, JP, EP:  11/1859:  np.  WT:  4/1860: fG of manslaughter.  $200 fine & 30 days in jail.  MJ:  __.  11/1860:  AJ, Sr., AJ, Jr., LJ, JP, MJ, EP:  to absentee docket.

Legal Records:  

Orange County Minutes of Circuit Court, 1847-1883, Book A: 146, 152-3, 171, 174, 190-1

147:  Motion for bail refused except for Moses Jernigan.  All the others were conveyed to the Ocala jail.  Ordered that Sheriff of Orange County have sufficient guards for the trip.  4/6/1859.  G. A. Putnam, judge.

147:  Moses Jernigan bailed for $1000

158:  11/1859t:  brought back into court and trial could not proceed because of preemptive challenges of jurors.  Rial could not be had because jurors exhausted.  Defendants ordered back to jail in Marion County.

171:  Only WT was found guilty of manslaughter.  The others were not in court – they may have escaped.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #329, 303.  FSAr.

Proclamation for the arrest of John A. and Eli Prescott charged with murder of William H. Wright in Orange Co.  Escaped.  Proclamation describes John as 25, 6’2” yellow hair, blue eyes, sallow complexion, from teeth bad, 200 lbs, very light beard, when in conversation speaks rather loud.”

Eli: 21 or 22, rather boyish appearance, light hair, eyes blue, nose turned up, very law and sunken between the eyes, about 5’ 6” sallow complexion.  
Governor M. S. Perry, September 15, 1859.
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 10.  Marion Co.  FSAr.

State v. AJ Sr., LMJ, WMT, and AJ Jr., indicted Spring term, 1859, in Orange Co. for murder.  In Marion Co. jail from 4/9 to 4/22/1859 and then broke jail and escaped.  Schedule of costs for 4 prisoners for 14 days:  $26.40.  WT later captured and tried at Orange Co.  Sentenced to 30 days in jail & $200 fine for manslaughter.  WT recommitted to Marion Co. jail on 4/24/1860 and thereafter escaped.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 5, fo. 4.  FSAr.

Indictment of MJ, EP, & JP:  schedule of costs for sheriff of St. Lucie and Orange counties.  A long list.  Total costs:  $535.77.

Newspaper:  

Jacksonville Standard , March 24, 1859: “At a general fight which took place at Orlando, P. O. in Orange County, on the 15th inst., a Mr. William Wright was shot in the leg, and received a serious cut in the abdomen from the effects of which injuries he was not expected to recover.”

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, September 17, 1859:  ditto on proclamation
Jacksonville Standard, April 21, 1859:  Long account trial and escape of Jernigans.  JPEG
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found against some or all of them for mur-
der.  1tis also true that they voluntarily
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indictment was returned into Court by the
Grand Jury.and they surrendered themselves
to the custady of the law and they now
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relations 1o that portion of the acensed who'!
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fully protext against a course on the part of ! '
the press which may serve to inflame public {
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LAW & ORDER.





St. Augustine Examiner, March 31, 1860:  AJ, Sr., escaped from Ocala jail:  Confined for the murder of Wright in Orange Co. “again became weary of confinement on the 16th inst. and very unceremoniously left.  Mr. E. J. Harris, who furnishes the meals for the prisoners, had carried his dinner to him and had locked the door of the cell where they were, when Jernigan made a hard struggle to get the key, which he finally obtained, after showing a pistol and threatening to shoot if he was hindered.  A horse was nearby, in which he made his escape, before anyone could resond to Mr. Harris’s call for help.”  From the Ocala Home Companion.
Fernandina East Floridian, 1/5/1860:  2 of the Jernigan party, indicted for the murder of WHW in Orange Co., have again escaped from the jail at Ocala.  From the Ocala Home Companion.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect 1:  

Capt. Aaron Jernigan, Sr.
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

rancher
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 2:  

Aaron Jernigan, Jr.

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 3:  

Lewis Jernigan

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 4:  

Moses Jernigan

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 5:  

John Prescott

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


25
Phys char:


74”, 200 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 6:  

Eli Prescott

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


21
[21 or 22]
Phys char:


66”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 7:  

William Tyler

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William H. Wright
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, Oct.




ORANGE

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Arthur Speer, John T. Wofford, and William Wofford
VICTIM(s):
Newnan Brantley

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 10/5/1860

Indictment:  AS:  murder.  AS, JTW, WW:  murder


Term: 11/1860


Court proceedings:  AS:  11/1860:  fG of manslaughter.  $100 fine and 1 month in jail.  JTW:  __.  WW:  11/1866:  fNG.

Legal Records:  


Orange County Minutes of Circuit Court, 1847-1883, Book A: 192, 242

Jury of Inquest over the Body of Newnan Brantley, October 5, 1860, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post Mortem Examinations, RG 350, box 7, fo. 4, Orange Co. FSArchives


Voucher for payment of Dr. James Jackson.  

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Arthur Speer, John T. Wofford, and William Wofford

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Newnan Brantley

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1863]




ORANGE

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Richard Ellerbe
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1863


Court proceedings:  11/1866:  absentee docket

Legal Records:  


Orange County Minutes of Circuit Court, 1847-1883, Book A: 221, 227

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s








