Florida Homicides – Madison County (Madison)


First Superior or Circuit Court in 1840:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

Madison County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54 (4/1846t – 4/1854t)


Felonies (unspecified)

4/1847t:  Elijah Tucker [MANSLAUGHTER]

4/1848t:  Simon Driggers






MADISON
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1835, [Nov.]




MADISON

P
Class:   possible
Crime:   HOM
Rela:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  SUSPECTED of INCITING SLAVE REBELLION
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):



VICTIM(s):
Dr. Cotton and the slave boy of Capt. Hudnall

Weapon:  


Circumstances:   Lynching of a white and a black in Madison county who were suspected of inciting a slave rebellion.  Dr. Cotton, the alleged ringleader, was lynched, as was the slave boy of Capt. Hudnall.  Lynched by the “Livingston Committee.”


Inquest:  


Indictment:  no

Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian, Nov. 14, 1835:  Lynching of Whites and Blacks in Madison county because of being implication in starting a slave rebellion.  Dr. Cotton the ringleader was lynched and the slave boy of Capt. Hudnall.  “Livingston Committee”

Other Sources:  

Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 187, 211.

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Dr. Cotton
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

[physician]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___ 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


[adult]

“boy”

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Capt. Hudnall

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1848]






MADISON

VOUCHER

CHECK:  what went wrong here?  No source

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Elijah Tucker

VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances: 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG mansl.  Pardoned.
Legal Records:  


Elijah Tucker indicted for “felony.” Pardon file shows that Tucker was convicted of Manslaughter but pardoned.  See pardon files.  

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Elijah Tucker


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1848]




MADISON

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James Sales
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1848


Court proceedings:  3/1849:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Madison County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 151, 172


State vs James Sales, Fall 1848, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal


 Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 7, Madison County, FS Archives. 

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

James Sales

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1850]




MADISON

CT

Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Washington Waters, Emanuel Waters, William Lightfoot
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1850


Court proceedings:  10/1850:  WW:  fNG.  EW & WL:  np

Legal Records:  


Madison County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 225, 229

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Washington Waters, Emanuel Waters, William Lightfoot

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1850, April 20




MADISON

CT
PROC (GOV)

PROC (P)

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by [OVERSEER]
Motive:  DISCIPLINE / ABUSE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Nathaniel Sanders
VICTIM(s):
Negro Man, Charles

Weapon:  [whip]  whipped to death.

Circumstances:  Charles fled after a whipping.  Man from area writes Governor:  that on 20 April “one Nathaniel Sanders did by whipping cause the death of a negro man named Charles.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 10/1850


Court proceedings:  10/1850:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Madison County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 225, 227


Proclamation for the Arrest of Nathaniel Sanders, May 1, 1850, Book of Record


 (Proclamations) RG 156, ser. 13, book 1, #131, p. 111; 

Joseph Morris to Thomas Brown, April 27, 1850, Office of Governor, Correspondence of Thomas Brown, 1849-1853, RG 101, ser. 755, box 1, fo. 6, FS Archives.

Charles fled after a whipping.  Man from area writes Governor:  On 20 April “one Nathaniel Sanders did by whipping cause the death of a negro man named Charles, the said Sanders can’t be brought to justice.”  Described as a young man, about 22 years old, about 6 foot high, light complexion, sanded hair and beard. . . request that you write off a reward for his apprehension.  He is in the neighborhood of Patterson Hammock in this county.”  

Newspaper:  

Proclamation:  Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, May 7, 1850, Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, May 11, 1850
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Nathaniel Sanders

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


22
Phys char:


72”

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[overseer]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Charles
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1851]




MADISON

CT

PROC (P)
PROC (GOV)

LET (GOV)

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Simeon King
VICTIM(s):
Samuel Thomas

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  killed near the GA line.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1851


Court proceedings:  __ [fled]
Legal Records:  


Madison County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 272

Proclamation for the Arrest of Simeon King, June 23, 1851, Book of Record, (Proclamations), RG, 156, ser. 13, book 1, #170, p. 149, FS Archives
Joseph D. Morris to Thomas Brown, June 19, 1851, Office of the Governors, Correspondence of Thomas Brown, 1849-1853, RG 101, Ser. 755, box 2, fo. 1,FS Archives


King killed Samuel Thomas near the Georgia line and fled to Lowndes County, Georgia, where he has “a great many relatives.”  Thomas’s brother William wrote Gov. Thomas Brown with a description of King:  “5’10”, light hair, deep blue eyes, 135 pounds, in talking shows his teeth very plain, which are much decayed, not very fluent in conversation, and has rather a guilty look.”  Madison county sheriff asked the Loundes County sheriff to issue a warrant but said he could not act until a requisition was made by Gov. Brown.  

Newspaper:  

Proclamations:  Tallahassee Florida Sentinel, June 24, 1851; Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, June 28, 1851

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Simeon King

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Phys char:


70”
135 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

from Lowndes County, Georgia
Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Samuel Thomas

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1853]




MADISON

CT

VOUCHER
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Joshua Reaves
VICTIM(s):
Wiley Walker

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term: 11/1853


Court proceedings:  11/1853:  fNG

Legal Records:  


Madison County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-54: 384, 387


State vs Joshua Reaves, Fall 1853, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal 


Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 8, Madison County, FS Archives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Joshua Reaves

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Wiley Walker

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1854]




MADISON
VOUCHER

PETITION

NOTE:  seems that the murder occurred in Madison Co.


CHECK:  pardons
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Bell and Duncan Bell
VICTIM(s):
Richard Allen

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  5/1854

Court proceedings:  [change of venue to Columbia Co.]  fG of manslaughter.  .  $800 fine.  Gov. Broome released GB on payment of costs.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 4, fo. 8.  Madison Co.  FSAr.

State v. George Bell and Duncan Bell for the murder of Richard Allen, Oct. term 1854, Madison Co.  //  GB fG of manslaughter in Columbia Co.  $800 fine.  Gov. Broome released GB on payment of costs.  See pardons.

19th Century Florida State Legislature.  RG 915, ser. 887, Box 5, fo. 6.

Committee on Reparations & Grievances Reports on the Bill entitled an Act for the Relief of George Bell, 1854.  That they consider the case of George Bell a peculiarly hard one but have some doubts as to the constitutionality of the bill before them; but should it not conflict with the constitution of the state would report in favor of the passage of the bill.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

George Bell and Duncan Bell
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Richard Allen
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1855, Apr. 2 



MADISON

TRACT

MEMOIR
P
VOUCHER

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  refused credit 

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death: 0

SUSPECT(s):
Flavious Peacock (aided and abetted by Christopher M. Butler)
VICTIM(s):
Felix G. Livingston

Weapon:   [sharp]  knife – stabbed and killed.  Died the same day.

Circumstances:  Livingston working as a clerk in store in Madison.  Refused Peacock credit because he was stranger to him.  “He was stabbed to the heart, and died instantly.  The indignation of the citizens was so great that Peacock was with difficulty saved from being immediately hanged on a horse back in the street.  He was arrested and will be tried in a few days [Savannah Journal and Courier quoted in Jacksonville Florida News, April 14, 1855]


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 11/1855

Court proceedings:  fG of manslaughter.
Legal Records:  


Christopher M. Butler charged with being an accessory of Peacock.  State vs Christopher M. Butler, 1855, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, ser. 565, box 4, fo. 8, Madison County, FS Archives. 

Newspaper:  


Same as above and Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, April 14, 1855

Other Sources:

The Testimony, Proceedings, &c., &c., in the case of the State of Florida vs. Flavius M. Peacock for the murder of Felix Glenn Livingston, had at the Fall term of the Madison Circuit Court, held 21st, 22d, 23d, and 24th of November, 1855. J. Wayles Baker, presiding Judge. Madison C.H., Florida: The Madison Messenger, 1855.  [McDade #736 – at the Library of Congress]

See also Enoch Vann, “Reminiscences of a Georgia-Florida-Pinewoods-Cracker Lawyer.” 

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Flavious Peacock

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

North Carolina

Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Felix Livingston

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


18

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

clerk
Town:


MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]



MADISON

VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Cornett
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  no information other than vouchers for cost in Cornett’s prosecution. 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fNG
Legal Records:  

State vs George W. Cornett, Fall 1856, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 8, FS Archives.

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

George W. Cornett


Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1856]



MADISON

PARDON
VOUCHER

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John Rayburn
VICTIM(s):
John Britt

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  Convicted of murder and sentenced to hang on December 12, 1856.  Eventually pardoned by Gov. James Broome.
Legal Records:  

State vs John Rayburn, December 1856, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 8, Madison Co. FSArchives.

Book of Record (Proclamations), RG 156, ser. 13, book 1, #292, 283, FS Archives


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #295, 285.  FSAr.

JR pardoned for murder of John Britt in Madison Co.  James Broome, 3/17/1857

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

John Rayburn

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

John Britt

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1856, Nov 24




Madison Court House, MADISON

P

DATE:  could be Dec. 1


CHECK:  They were “fatally” shot.  Were they in fact killed?  Count for now.
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Monday

Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Green B. Dickson [or Dixon] (aided and abetted by Wiley Thomas)
VICTIM(s):
___ Morris and ___ Bishop (Morris’s brother-in-law)

Weapon:  pistol


Circumstances:  difficulty.  

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  

Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, December 6, 1856: A most melancholy difficulty occurred at Madison Court House, in this State, on Monday last between a Mr. Dickson and Messrs Morris and Bishop, all citizens of that place in which the two last named gentlemen were fatally shot.  This bloody disaster was the result, as we are informed, of an old disagreement between Dickson and Morris—Mr. Bishop became involved as the friend of his brother-in-law, Mr. Morris.” 

Madison Messenger quoted in Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, December 27, 1856: Green B. Dickson (Dixon) had made his escape but was arrested by a party of gentlemen on Sunday last near Clay Landing in Madison Co., and brought to this place Thursday, and lodged in jail.  Wiley Thomas, who was pronounced by the jury of Inquest accessory to the deed, was likewise arrested at the same time and place, and is also in jail.”  
Census:  

Genealogy:


Morris and Bishop were brothers-in-law

Suspect 1:  

Green B. Dickson [or Dixon]


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

gentleman
Town:


Madison Court House, MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect 2:  

Wiley Thomas

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[gentleman]

Town:


[Madison Court House, MADISON]

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___ Morris
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

gentleman
Town:


Madison Court House, MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___ Bishop

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

gentleman
Town:


Madison Court House, MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:


1856, Oct. 30




MADISON
VOUCHER
P


DATE:  somewhere the date was noted as a Saturday:  an error?

Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by SLAVE
Motive:  RESISTING DISCIPLINE
Intox?:  

Day of week:
 Th
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Hall (slave of William Pearce)
VICTIM(s):
William Pearce

Weapon:  axe.  Died almost instantly.

Circumstances:  ‘William Pearce, while eating supper, told one of his negro men, that so soon as he was finished eating he was going to give him a flogging.  (Negro  was guilty of a misdemeanor.)  He got up from the table out of the kitchen and went out in the back yard and called the fellow to the kitchen.   Manifesting a great deal of submission, he obeyed; but so soon as he got within striking distance drew an axe, which he had concealed, and split in twain the head of his master—scattering the brains in every direction.  We are not aware he survived a minute.” 

Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG.  Hanged.
Legal Records:  

Jury of Inquest in the Case of State vs Hall, a slave, 1856, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post Mortem Examinations, RG, 350, Ser. 565, box 7, fo. 4., Madison Co.  FS Archives. 

State vs Hall, 1856, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 4, fo. 8, Madison County, FS Archives.

Newspaper:  

See newspapers above and Madison Messenger quoted in Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, November 15, 1856

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, November 8, 1856: “Madison Messenger of the 1st gives the following account of a horrible murder on the 30th ultimo.: ‘William Pearce, while eating supper, told one of his negro men, that so soon as he was finished eating he was going to give him a flogging.  (Negro  was guilty of a misdemeanor.)  He got up from the table out of the kitchen and went out in the back yard and called the fellow to the kitchen.   Manifesting a great deal of submission, he obeyed; but so soon as he got within striking distance drew an axe, which he had concealed, and split in twain the head of his master—scattering the brains in every direction.  We are not aware he survived a minute.”   Hall fled was later captured and confessed.  He was convicted and hanged.  
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Hall, a slave

Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Slave property of William Pearce

Town:


MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

William Pearce

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

[planter]
Town:


MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1857]



MADISON

P
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
___ McDonald
VICTIM(s):
E. C. Olford

Weapon:  [sharp] stabbed in left side and killed.  Died almost immediately.

Circumstances:   


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Madison Messenger quoted in Jacksonville Florida News, April 11, 1857: Olford “received a severe cut with a knife in his left side, from which wound he died immediately.  McDonald fled.  
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

___ McDonald

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

E. C. Olford


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



[1858]



MADISON

VOUCHER
P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
J. R. Stubbs (aided and abetted by Charles Hall)
VICTIM(s):
Hector Patterson

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

Coroners Inquest over the Body of Hector Patterson, September 21,1858, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Post Mortem Examinations, RG 350, Ser. 565, box 7, fo. 4., Madison, Co. FS Archives.
Newspaper:  


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, March 26, 1859: Ellison murderer  (accused of Benjamin Schwerin), escaped from Madison on Saturday night last.  Charles Hall escaped at the same time.  Hall was charged as an accessory to murder of Hector Patterson in September last.”


No record of Stubbs ever being captured.
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

J. R. Stubbs (aided and abetted by Charles Hall)
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Hector Patterson

Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1859, [Jan.]




MADISON
P


NOTE:  guess 3 victims
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
VIGILANTE JUSTICE for train robbers
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  [hanged]  [phys]

Circumstances:   an unnamed gang of thieves was lynched after they robbed a train.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:

Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, 1/8/1859

Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1859, Feb




Madison, MADISON

P
PROC (P)

LET (GOV)
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    TAVERN
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
James R. Ellison (aided and abetted by John Ellison and Moses Ellison, his brothers)
VICTIM(s):
Benjamin Schweringer (sometimes spelled Schwerin)

Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder / aiding and abetting murder

Term: __/1859

Court proceedings:  11/1859:  JE & ME fG [manslaughter].  12 hours in jail (had already been in jail several months)
Legal Records:  

F. L. Villipigue to A. H. Bush, August 2, 1860, Secretary of State Correspondence of the Secretary of State, RG 150, ser. 24, letterbook 2, np. FS Archives. 

Newspaper:  


Murder took place in a “grog shop.”  [Jacksonville Standard, March 3, 1859]  Brothers  John and Moses indicted also as aiders and abettors of “their brother Richard in the Murder of on Schwerin, several months ago.  (Richard Ellison mentioned for the first time.  May be mistaken)  Jury found them guilty of manslaughter an assessed their punishment as twelve hours in jail.”  Criminals had already been in jail for several months.  [Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, November 26, 1859]


Earlier James Ellison has escaped from Madison County Jail along with Hall, accused of murder [See case of Hall above] .  Proclamation for arrest of James Ellison described him described Ellison as 35, 5’6” 135, “stoop shouldered, dark eyes and hair, rather dark complexion, speaks slowly and sometimes lisps—has a feminine and rather down, sly look.  When he escaped he had a long beard and whiskers.”  [Proclamation for the Arrest of James Ellison, March 31, 1859, in Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, April 2, 1859.]     

Ellison also charged as an “accessory to the murder of Hector Patterson in September last.”  Nothing has been heard of them since, but a “party of pursuers with dogs, were on the trial of them.  [Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, March 26, 1859]

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Richard Ellison  (aided and abetted by John Ellison and Moses




 Ellison, his brothers)
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


35
Phys char:


66”
135 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Madison

Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Benjamin Schwerin

Ethnicity:

German
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, [Oct.]





MADISON

P
PROC (P)
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by OVERSEER
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Thomas F. Drew
VICTIM(s):
William L. Tooke

Weapon:  [sharp]  Knife:  “cut open he bowels of Mr. T and then knocked him down in an attempt to cut his throat.”

Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  


Term: 


Court proceedings:  fled
Legal Records:  

Newspaper:  

Long description of his pursuit and capture in Madison Messenger in Fernandina East Floridian, October 31,1860 

Monticello Family Friend quoted in Fernandina East Floridian, November 7, 1860.


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, October, 13, 1860. 

Proclamation for the Arrest of Thomas F. Drew, in Fernandina East Floridian, October 18, 1860.


TFD, an overseer, kills his employer and flees.   Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, October 13, 1860:  Tooke “a old and highly esteemed citizen of the county.”  “Drew threatened to shoot Tooke’s son and then drew a knife and “cut open he bowels of Mr. T and then knocked him down in an attempt to cut his throat.  He afterwards mounted a horse and disappeared, armed with a double-barreled gun.”  “This is a shocking affair: Mr. Tooke was a quiet, inoffensive citizen, a man of large wealth and universally esteemed.  The excitement and horror of his violent death that has occasioned in the county is wide-spread.  Should the murderer be arrested a strong rope and short shrift will be his doom.” 


‘Responsible gentlemen” raised $2,500 for his capture.  Posse eventually captured him in a swamp near Quitman, Georgia.  Proclamation for arrest describes Drew as “6’0”, 170 pounds, red hair and whiskers, 25, speaks rather slowly, fair complexion.  Double thumb.”   [Madison Messenger quoted in Fernandina East Floridian, October 18, 1860]

No record of what happened to Drew after he was captured in Georgia.  Probably lynched.  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Thomas F.Drew


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


25
Phys char:


72”
170 lbs.

Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

overseer for W. L. Tooke

Town:


MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

W. L. Tooke


Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

planter


Town:


MADISON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1860, March 3




Near Hamburg, MADISON

PARDON

P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD OVERSEER by SLAVES
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:
Saturday 

Holiday?:


Time of day:
evening
Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Moses, Big William, Cook, and three other slaves
VICTIM(s):
Matthew D. Griffin (their overseer)

Weapon:  [sharp]  being struck from behind with an axe

Circumstances: 


Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder

Term: 


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  3 executed, 3 pardoned
Legal Records:  


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, .\p. 367.  FSAr.

Pardon of Moses, Big William, and Cook, slaves of Joseph B. Watts for conviction of murdering Mathew Griffen.  Petition has been submitted . . . by a large number of citizens of Madison Co.  M. S. Perry, 1/9/1861.
Newspaper:  


Fernandina East Floridian, March 15, 1860

“Our Jail Disgraced Again,” Madison Messenger quoted in St. Augustine Examiner, May 12, 1860


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, March 10, 1860:  six slaves, property of Maj. J. B. Watts kill overseer Matthew D. Griffin after a days work on Saturday evening.  “He was killed just as he entered the yard, on returning from labor, by being struck from behind with an axe.  After being killed, his body was placed in a wheel barrow and carried to a lake near by, where it was tied in a sheet and attached to an anvil and then sunk in twenty feet of water.  From the absense of Mr. Griffin, suspicions of foul play were excited, and on being taxed with the murder, the negroes implicated confessed the crime and the particulars attending the murder and burial.  Seven negroes have been arrested and are now in jail at Madison, three of whom, by the confession made, were the principle actors of the killing, but all were privy to the deed, long entertained, by which the act was consummated.”     


Tallahassee Floridian and Journal, April 21, 1860: Slaves broke jail on the Monday previous to April 21, 1860.

Slaves recaptured.  Three executed.  Three pardoned: Big Moses, Big William, and Cook.  [Monticello Family Friend quoted in Fernandina East Floridian, May 10, 17, 1860]
Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Moses, Big William, Cook, and three other slaves
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slaves of Joseph B. Watts
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Mathew D. Griffin
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

overseer of Joseph B. Watts
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








