New River County, Florida Homicides – (Store of William Roberts)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1858: no court records found






NEW RIVER
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
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Other sources:  
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Genealogy:  
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Personal history:  
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1860, July 28




Starke, NEW RIVER
P
JOURNAL
NOTE:  Should these two other “deaths” be counted?  Did the victims die?  Only certain that Dowling died.
Class of death:   certain:  1 adult; uncertain: 2 other adults
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM by FATHER and CHILD (SON)
Motive:  
RESISTING REGULATORS / self-defense
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:
no
Time of day:
night
Days until death:  1 & [2]

SUSPECT(s):
Dr. William Hollingsworth and ___ Hollingsworth (his son)
VICTIM(s):
___ Dowling (and possibly mortally wounding 2 other men)

Cause of death:  [long gun]  shotgun, double barreled.  “It is certain that one died on Sunday, and it is generally believed that another is dead, and a third badly wounded.”

Circumstances:   an attack by 25 regulators on the house of Dr. William Hollingsworth, who had taken a leading role in trying to suppress the regulators, who at first went after neighbors suspected of “hog-stealing, cow-stealing, or negro trading,” but who were now, according to the Starke correspondent, attacking people on mere suspicion or because they opposed the regulators.  WH and his son (12) resisted when the regulators attacked their home.  WH was waylaid on two other occasions, but survived, and became a hero among the anti-regulators.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  no

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:

Fernandina East Floridian, 8/2/1860


Fernandina East Floridian, 8/9/1860:  JPEG
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- | Srarke, July 31, 1860,

—~5 Tuthe Editor of the East Florvlian:

\“ Deaw Sir:i—On Saturday wight last,

X company « armed men enterel thix quiet

T little village and made s most desperate
&C’ assgult upon me of our citizens, Dr. Wil-

liam Hollingswosth, in his own housc ; fir-:

‘\\4 in hi in-' E

Y g upon lim thmugh the doors and win-. | 4

i-E lcluws. His family, with some visitors, had - » E
s < |rot.m'ned from Church a short time pre-:
== | vious w the attack, and were about rotir-

3

“ing for the n'-ght.“'wblen;png_gf ‘his qbildren |

discovered & pny&o(‘.y;‘nmdmen ap- ‘;‘

4 3 gk
B Ay
)

erul pluuscsu.fl’,;-;,'l'lfg?:? Docto }Té\léund wus not
\Lle to discharge the wecond barrel of hix
gun, 1lix won, s ld about twelve years of
| nge, with the cournge of & herv and the
firmness of 8 veteran, who had also seized |
a gun, fired upon the furemost of the assail- |
ants, when in the act of presenting his gun |
at his futher, who instantly fell. Ona no-\
cond discharge of the boy's gun, unother
was seen to fall, The crowd having dis-
|

charged all of their guns, and some of their |

Irewi“rﬁ. and ﬁfﬁinﬁ&v hKIE mET Nad

\ Killedl the object of their resentment retired,

ki, .y

carrying with them their killed and wound-
el. The Doctor's house is completely rd- |

", dled with buck-xhot and balls, The com-
pany numbered at least 75, and were mostly

armed with double-harrel guny, and stund-

ing within a few steps of the house, many <
of the shot and hullets passed through and N
throngh. It ie indeed a miracle that any =
of the inmates could have encaped.  There! ;:3
| eemns W have heen an enpecial interpemi- “\\
tion of Divine Providence, The Doctor's (\\
wife and children, and sume visitors, were \ 3
| all expomed t0 the first fire, A young man | P

i pamed Wost, whose sister wan a visitor in
o il the Ductor's family, received # buck-shot

Croeke=""" "\ in his cap. while assisting the women aud
' children from the house. These all took
= e . o B o whanls
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y armed with double-barrel gunx, and stund-
ing within a few stepa of the house, many
of the shot and bulicts passed through and
throngh. It i indeed a miracle that any
of the inmates could have eseaped.  There !
weeims o have been an especial interpoxi-
tion of Divine Providence, The Ductor’'s
wife and children, and sume visitors, were
ali expowed to the first fire. A young man
| named Wost, whose sister wax a visitor in
| the Ductor's family, received a buck-shot
in his cap, while assisting the women and
'children from the house. These all took
refuge in the house of the nearest neigh-
bor, Mr. Winn. " The Doctor remained
where he had fallen, until be had wuffh-
ciently recovered to crawl from the houxe
through the back-door. His brave little
boy, Gilbert, stood where be had stationed
himself (near one of the windows) to the
iast, and i» unhurt.

The Ductor's wounds on exsmination,
proved slight and he ix going about as
usual. Ilow many are killed and wounded
on the part of tho assailants is not known.
It is certain that one died ov Sunday, snd
it is generally believed that another is
dead, and » third badly wounded.

This rad affuir, so dugrucoful to a_civil-
lzed community, has grown out of the ope-
rtionn of a secretly organized band, formed
it in supposed momething on the model of
the Thuge of Indin—having recret sign« of
recornition, and bound tagether under hor-
rid “oaths and penulties. Thix band for
somo-time -past;-hne kpread terror and dis-
may through a large portion of the coun-
try. They have dragged people from their
bedw at midnight, and tying and blindfold-
ing them, carried them a mile or more from
their homes, to some deep recess in tho
woods, and whipped them until (in séme
instances) they were not able o roturn to
their distracted familiess Thene things
were done st fitst under some accusation,
such as hog-stealing, cow-stealing, or negro
trading ; .but in many instances, without |
public trial or even opportunity for expla-
pation. The apparent motives in these
proceedings were gnod., But for nome time
time past, they have practised whipping |
oitizens, against whom, as far as the public |
“oould jndge. there was not even a suspicion

'of crime. In some instances it seems to |
'have hecn done to gratify some member of
the secref order in his private spites or
quarrels, or for some other sinister motive
or purpose. The poor defenceless people
socing that guilt and innocence suffered
nlike—that their innocence was no protec-
tion, have hecvme geverally alarmed, not
knowing when the ill-will of a single mem-
ber of the #ecret band, might brmg down |-
tllo ‘whole up upon tfom : 1
mun'gswoﬂ.h “endenvored to ‘sup-
press this thing, and though he may have |
acted in some respects unwisely, yet, had
he been killed, he would have been consid-
ered by an impartial public & martyr to
the cause of lsw and order. The Doctor is
a-vory poor man and cannot in the present
state of things, attend to the business of
his profession without exposing his life.—
He bas twice it ix said been waylaid. Ie
has received several anonymous letters |
threatening his lifc ; and the day before the
attack upon his house, he received a lotéa=

doomed man,
nformmg him that he was 8 e

uld not Tive to see Sunday
::;t h;:t a wise and merciful I'rovidence
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Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 201-2.

Washington Ives Journal (Lake City), 9/8/1860, p. 47:  State Library of Florida

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

Dr. William Hollingsworth
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:

yes, several
Occupation:

physician
Town:


Starke, NEW RIVER
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

___ Hollingsworth
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


12
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n
Occupation:



Town:


Starke, NEW RIVER
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim 1:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim 2:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  
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Suspect(s








