Nassau County, Florida Homicides – (Nasssau Court House)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1830
No court records found






NASSAU
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1840, Dec.






NASSAU
P
NOTE:  On Cumberland Island, Georgia – count as a Nassau County homicide, because dispute originated in Florida

Class of death:  certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM DUEL
Motive:  
[HONOR]
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  [7]

SUSPECT(s):
H. G. O. Babcock
VICTIM(s):
Dr. James Decatur Pelot

Cause of death:  rifles.  Died 1/1/1841.

Circumstances:   duel at 35 paces

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fled
Legal records:  
Newspapers:

St. Augustine News, February 12, 1841:  two articles
“Beauties of the Duello.—A writer in the New York Courier & Enquirer, who signs himself “H. G. O. Babcock, 60 Wall-st” publishes the particulars of a private combat between himself and a Dr Pelot, on Cumberland Island, Georgia, in which he says, that after putting a ball through his antagonist’s back, he parted with him on the most friendly terms.  We do not see how the Doctor could have stifled the feelings of friendship, after such a shot.”  Ohio State Journal
“Died, at St. Mary’s, Georgia, on the 1st of January, 1841, after a short illness, in the 27th year of his age, Doctor JAMES DECATUR PELOT, of Jacksonville, E.F., sincerely beloved and lamented by a respectable circle of friends and acquaintances, to whom he had endeared himself by the urbanity of manners, excellence of disposition, and Professional skill.  Ffew young men have been educated at the medical University of Pennsylvania with such credit to the Institution; and fewer still are those who so early in life, have given such examples of loftiness of sentiment, and such singleness of heart and purpose.  To his afflicted brothers and sister, the loss of a young man of so much promise, of feelings so honorable—with a mind untainted by vice, and whose greatest delight was to make them happy—is to them a calamity of no ordinary character.”

St. Augustine Florida Herald and Southern Democrat, January 8, 1841:  “Dr. Pelot, of Jacksonville, died last week of the wound received by him in a duel fought with Mr. Babcock, a lawyer from New York, a short time since.  They met at Cumberland Island—duelling rifles—half-ounce balls—distance 35 yards.  All the business, we understand, was from the commencement conducted according to established usage.”
Quincy Sentinel, January 22, 1841:  Dr. Pelot of Jacksonville and Mr. Babcock a lawyer from New York.  Rifles at 35 paces.  They met at Cumberland Island and the Doctor has received a mortal wound.”
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  


JDP:  survived by brothers and a sister
Suspect:  

H. G. O. Babcock
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

attorney
Town:


New York City
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Dr. James Decatur Pelot
Ethnicity:

French
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


27
Phys char:



Literate:

yes, Medical University of Pennsylvania graduate
Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n
Occupation:

physician
Town:


Jacksonville
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1851, July 16




Amelia Island, NASSAU
P

VOUCHER
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
HONOR
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
W
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Capt. Henry E. W. Clark
VICTIM(s):
Mr. William H. Taylor

Cause of death:  [gun]  probably a long gun -- HEWC retrieved a gun from his house after being disarmed of his revolver, and shot WHT.
Circumstances:   “It seems that Capt. Clark a short time previous, for some reason, had refused to give Taylor his hand on meeting, which so incensed Taylor that he determined to seek an explanation, and accordingly followed Clark to a neighbor’s house.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  11/1851

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 5, fo. 2.  Nassau Co.  FSAr.



State v. HEWC for murder, Nassau Co., Nov. term, 1851 [no other notes]
Newspapers:
Jacksonville News, 7/26/1851:  “It seems that Capt. Clark a short time previous, for some reason, had refused to give Taylor his hand on meeting, which so incensed Taylor that he determined to seek an explanation, and accordingly followed Clark to a neighbor’s house.”  JPEG
[image: image1.jpg]FATAL RENCONTRE IN NASSAU COUNTY.
A fatal rencontre took place on Amelia Teland
on the 18th inst, hetween Capt. Menry E. W.
Clark, of §t. Mary's, Ga., and Mr. Wi H_Taylor,
of favannah, which resulted in the death of the
latter, and a severe wound to Capt, C
We have ever doubted the propriety of publish.
ing necounts of these unfurtunate uffalrs, more par-
ticularly as they have to undergo a judicial inves.
tigation. Butasrome very erroncous accounts of
this o~currenco have found their way into the Sa-
vanmh papers, we feel hound to correct them. We
have conversed with very respectable persons, who
wero on the spot when it occurred, and from whom |
we learn the fucts to be as follows: :
It seems Capt. Clark a short time previous, fur
someo reason, had refused to give Taylor his hund
on weeting, which #o incensed Taylor that he de-
termined to seck an explanation, and nceordingly
followed Clark to a neighbor's house, and arrived
" there whilst they were all at the breakfust tahle;
he sent in word tu Clark that he wished to see him:
Clark wont out and spoko with him, when Taylor
demanded an explanation of his previous conduet;
Clark replied, he would give him an explanation
when he had finished his breakfast, and returned to !
the table.  After finishing his breakfast, Clark went
out to see Mr. Taylor, and upon approaching him,
found him with a revolver presented, and in the
nct of firing; Clark drew a pistul he had in his
pocket as koon as he could, and they exchanged
shots, Taylor's ball taking effcet in Clark’s left
shoulder, inflicting n sovero wound. Taylor was
againin the act of firing, when Clark threw hia pis-
tol at him, and Taylor missed. Clark then being
disarmed, returncd into the house to get a gun.
Whilst Clark was in the houso, we undcerstand that
persans hegged Mr. Taylor to go away, but he re-
fused. When Clark came out with the gun, Taylor
neain fired at him; whereupon Clark rhot him
duwn.

This we believe to be a true account of this mel-
ancholy affair; an affuir that is as much regretted
Ly tho survivor as any pereon, although he fuels

{Justified, under tho circumstances.  Capt. Clark, we
| understand, is doing well, though he narrowly ca.
| daped with his life.
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Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Capt. Henry E. W. Clark
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


St. Mary’s, GA
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Mr. William H. Taylor
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Savannah, GA
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


 [1856]




NASSAU
VOUCHER
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM] WHITE by [SLAVE]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
John
VICTIM(s):
Leroy J. Hagan

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  _/1856

Court proceedings:  escaped
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 1, fo. 6.  Duval Co.  FSAr.

State v. John, a slave, for murder in Nassau Co., imprisoned in Duval Co., 1856.  Escaped, but was recaptured.  $32 paid to Samuel Barrington for 32 days services & attention & expenses incurred & paid out in going from Jacksonville, Duval Co., to Amelia Island, Nassau Co., & returning in recapturing Negro slave John [who had] been indicted by the Grand Jury of Nassau Co. for murder committed on Leroy J. Hagan, a white man.  Said slave having been lodged in Duval Co. jail from which he afterwards escaped, having succeeded in recapturing said slave by authority of the Sheriff of Duval Co.  $2 for passage in steamer from Jacksonville to Amelia Island.  $10 paid to Adam, property of Robert Harrison for service & assistance.  $1 for corn, $2.25 for locks & chains for John, $3 paid for passage of self, & John back to Jacksonville.  Total costs:  $50.25.
Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

John
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[slave]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Leroy J. Hagan
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1856, Mar.]




NASSAU
VOUCHER

PARDON

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM SLAVE by [OVERSEER]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Henry W. Williams
VICTIM(s):
John

Cause of death:  [blunt, whip]  Killed with “sticks, switches, & clubs.”

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  [mansl]

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fG of manslaughter.  8 months & fine.  Fine “suspended” for unspecified amount of time by Gov. Broome.
Legal records:  

Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #___, 284.  FSAr.

Fine suspended.  HWW confined in Duval Co. & fG in Nassau Co. of mansl & sentenced to pay unspecified fine & costs.  James Brown, Gov., 12/9/___.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box _, fo. 8.  Duval Co.  FSAr.

State v. Henry W. Williams, indicted for murder of a slave.  fG of manslaughter in Nassau Co (but jailed in Duval Co.).  Sentenced to 8 months in jail.  Jailor’s costs, 1856:


Committing to jail


$  1.00


7 days board at $0.40 a day:

$  2.80


Release by order of court

$  0.25


Recommending by order of court
$  1.00


229 days board at $0.40

$91.60


Released by order of Governor
$  0.25


Total




$96.90

Separate document:  Governor Broome’s suspension of collection of fine, 12/9/1856.

Affidavit of Duncan M. Bryant, 3/4/1856, before Francis Wheaton, j.p.:  HW fG of manslaughter of John, a slave, property of Billichassee & Finegan, Duval Co.  Killed with “sticks, switches, & clubs.”  See letter of Finegan to Gov. Broome asking that Williams be released:  Finegan wrote Gov James Boome that the “the negro killed by Williams was a favorite slave of mine.”  The prisoner served the jail time but does not have the means to pay the fine and has “no friends in Florida or elsewhere to assist him.”  His health already has suffered by long confinement and his life may be seriously endangered by a continuance of the same.”   Joseph Finegan to James E. Broome, December 9, 1856, Correspondence of James Broome, 1853-57, RG 101, Ser. 101, Box 3, fo. 2 FSAr. 

Newspapers:
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Henry W. Williams
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[overseer]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

a slave of Billichassee & Finegan
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1857, Mar.






NASSAU
P

NOTE:  the VOUCHER only records the riot, not the homicide

Class of death:   possible
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
QUARREL over a horse race / RIOT between railroad hands & “countrymen”
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Lane, Andrew Hart, John Finnnon, Thomas Coran, and two other railroad hands
VICTIM(s):  unnamed man [possibly Frank Williams] and assaults on many others

Cause of death:  [probably blunt]  “sticks, knives, spades & axes.”

Circumstances:   On the Fernandina Railroad.  Death occurred when railroad hands and a few citizens of Nassau clashed in a “serious collision.”  A “Countryman,” probably Frank Williams, was killed.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  riot:  William Lane, Andrew Hart, John Finnnon, Thomas Coran

Term of court:  4/1857

Court proceedings:  six railroad workers were arrested.  pNG.  fG of riot.  6 months in jail.
Legal records:  
William Lane, Andrew Hart, John Finnnon, and Thomas Coran were prosecuted by J. B. Dawkins in Nassau Co. Court (April Term) , pled not guilty, found guilty of and sentenced to 6 months in jail.  Affidavit before Justice of the Peace Jacob Geiger, 3/30/1857.  S. H. Vannis and Henry H. Cobb swore that on March 30, 1857 Lane, Hart, Finnons, and Coran did “wound, bruise, beat one Frank Williams and divers other persons with sticks, knives, spades, and axes.”  The four were required to enter recognizance for $4,000 to appear at next term.  Could not find sureties and were remanded to Duval County jail.  
State vs William Lane, Andrew Hart, John Finnon, Thomas Coran, Comptrollers Vouchers, 1846-1862, Criminal Prosecutions, RG 350, Ser. 565, box, fo. 8, Duval County, FS  Archives.

Newspapers:
Tallahassee Floridian and Journal March 28, 1857: “The AlligatorAdvertiser says a serious collision occurred a few days since between the Fernandina Railroad hands and a few of the citizens of Nassau county.  One of the latter was killed.  Six of the Railroad hands implicated in the murder has been arrested and confined in jail.”

Pensacola West Florida Times, March 17, 1857 quoting the Savannah News:  “a few days since, a serious riot took place on the Fernandina Railroad, in Florida.  The particulars of the affair, as far as we could learn from a gentleman who arrived in this city yesterday, are as follows:  Some slight misunderstanding took place between a countryman and one of the laborers on the road, in relation to a horse race.  The affair ended in a fight and the parties were separated.  Some hours afterwards, the friends of both parties made arrangements for a conflict on a more extended scale.  The countrymen, armed with rifles and guns, made an attack on the railroad men, when a severe battle ensued, during which on man was killed and a number wounded on both sides.  The railroad men were defeated and driven from their ground, some of whom made their escape by secreting themselves in the neighborhood, and others arrived in this city [Savannah] by yesterday’s steamer.  The parties engaged in the riot, we are informed , numbered from forty to fifty on each side.  In consequence of this unfortunate affair, our informant learned that the work on the railroad had been suspended temporarily.”   Savannah News
Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Lane, Andrew Hart, John Finnnon, Thomas Coran, and




two other railroad hands
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Railroad workers


Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:




Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


 [1858]





NASSAU
VOUCHER
P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM] WHITE by SLAVE
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Such or Jack 
VICTIM(s):
Leroy Hogens

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Spring, 1858:  Nassau Co.

Court proceedings:  on trial when he was lynched
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 5, fo. 2.  Nassau Co.  FSAr.

Such or Jack, a slave, for the murder of Hogens.  Nassau Co., Spring, 1858.  Prisoner rescued from the Court while on his trial & found dead the next morning.  [Evidently lynched.]  Schedule of costs.  Kept in Jacksonville jail before trial.
Newspapers:

Ocala Home Companion, 4/13/1858
Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Such or Jack 
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Leroy Hogens
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1858, Apr. 13




NASSAU
VOUCHER

P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM LYNCHING
Motive:  
VIGILANTISM – of a suspected murderer
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
 ___
VICTIM(s):
Such or Jack

Cause of death:  [hanged]  [phys]

Circumstances:   Prisoner rescued from the Court while on his trial during the Spring, 1858, Nassau Co. Circuit Court.  “and was found dead the next morning.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  Arrested warrant issued by Judge James King, but perpetrators were never apprehended.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 5, fo. 2.  Nassau Co.  FSAr.

Such or Jack, a slave, for the murder of Hogens.  Nassau Co., Spring, 1858.  Prisoner rescued from the Court while on his trial & found dead the next morning.  [Evidently lynched.]  Schedule of costs.  Kept in Jacksonville jail before trial.
Newspapers:

Ocala Home Companion, 4/13/1858

Other Sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 198-9, 211.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

 ___
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Such or Jack
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1860, Aug. 14




Hurlburt’s Place, NASSAU
P
NOTE:  no specific evidence to suggest that runaway slaves were responsible for the shooting.

Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
T
Holiday?:


Time of day:
2pm
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
runaway slaves suspected of robberies & thefts
VICTIM(s):
Calistro

Cause of death:  [gun]  shot in the bowels.  Died 7pm.

Circumstances:   6 miles north of St. Augustine.  Newspaper:  “He was out in company of a fellow servant, in the service of his master, with a cart hauling posts.  This boy left the cart to go on, when he went around to the grove to get oranges.  While thus separated, he was shot.  He saw no one, but heard steps after the deed.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
St. Augustine Examiner, 8/18/1860:  “A negro boy named Calistro, belonging to Don Antonio Alvarez. . . .  He was out in company of a fellow servant, in the service of his master, with a cart hauling posts.  This boy left the cart to go on, when he went around to the grove to get oranges.  While thus separated, he was shot.  He saw no one, but heard steps after the deed.”   JPEG
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Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[b]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


[adult]
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[runaway slave]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Calistro 
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Don Antonio Alvarez
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1860, Aug.




NASSAU
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM RUNAWAY SLAVE by WHITES
Motive:  
RESISTING CAPTURE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
Mr. Pratt
VICTIM(s):
John

Cause of death:  [gun]  shot

Circumstances:   Newspaper:  “some persons being at Pint Peter near St. Mary’s, discovered three negroes skinning a beef.  One of the negroes seized his gun and was about to make a fight, when he was shot down by one of the party.  One of the other two was fired at while running and was seen to stagger.  It is presumed he was also shot and killed.  The third was taken prisoner.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Fernandina East Floridian, 8/30/1860:  John, a runaway slave, property of Judge O’Neill of Fernandina, who had been gone the past 18 months, was encountered and ordered to surrender.  John was shot by Mr. Pratt “while in the act of seizing a gun with which he was provided.”  Killed instantly.  “A Jury of inquest . . . rendered a verdict in accordance with the above facts.”

Cedar Keys Telegraph, 9/1/1860:  “Runaway Negro Killed – Another taken Prisoner – and One Missing near Fernandina.  One of Judge O’Neal’s Blacks was missing for a year and was given up for lost.  “Last week, some persons being at Pint Peter near St. Mary’s, discovered three negroes skinning a beef.  One of the negroes seized his gun and was about to make a fight, when he was shot down by one of the party.  One of the other two was fired at while running and was seen to stagger.  It is presumed he was also shot and killed.  The third was taken prisoner.  It is said there are a great many  runaways over in that vicinity.”

Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Mr. Pratt
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John

Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

runaway slave, property of Judge O’Neill
Town:


Fernandina
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1863, May




NASSAU
P

NOTE:  a difficult death to classify.  Alcoholism?  Or the beating she received?

Class of death:   possible
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND
Motive:  
ABUSE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
___ Keelon
VICTIM(s):
Sarah Keelon

Cause of death:  [phys]  

Circumstances:   newspaper:  “He had been known to have kicked and beaten her most brutally on Saturday – her screaming attracting the attention of some soldiers who rescued her from his hands.”  

Inquest:   verdict:  death from alcoholism.  Newspaper:  Post Mortem examination concluded that her “death was caused by excessive use of ardent spirits.  Her stomach was found to be in the third and last stage which proceeds death from drunkenness.”  

Indictment:  no

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  arrested & then released
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Fernandina Peninsula, 6/4/1863:  Sarah Keelon Dead:  Suspected Murder from a being of her Husband, a clerk of Captain Sears.  Found dead in her bed.  “Suspicions of foul play on the part of her husband were aroused and he was arrested.  He had been known to have kicked and beaten her most brutally on Saturday – her screaming attracting the attention of some soldiers who rescued her from his hands.”  Post Mortem examination concluded that her “death was caused by excessive use of ardent spirits.  Her stomach was found to be in the third and last stage which proceeds death from drunkenness.”  A native of New York, and spent most of the last seven years in New York City, “where she is said to have contracted that fatal taste for liquor – perhaps to drown the misery she had to submit to from a drunken husband.  Keelon has been released.”

Other Sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___ Keelon
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Sarah
Children:



Occupation:

clerk of Captain Sears
Town:


Fernandina, NASSAU
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Sarah Keelon
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m
Children:



Occupation:



Town:


Fernandina, NASSAU
Birthplace:

from New York
Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  
lived 7 years in New York City before moving to FL
Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








