Florida Homicides – Walton County (Alaqua, Eucheeana)

First Superior or Circuit Court, 1830: court records missing

Before 1830, Walton County settlers attended Escambia County Superior Court in Pensacola.






WALTON
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1840]




WALTON
P


DATE:  the date is a guess
Class of death:   possible
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    RELATIVE NEO by MOTHER
Motive:  
ILLEG
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
___ Wood
VICTIM(s):
her newborn illegitimate child

Cause of death:  [phys] found with “marks of violence upon it.”

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Pensacola Gazette, 5/15/1841:  testimony at the trial of Bryant Wood for the murder of a near neighbor, Nancy Senterfelt.  “Mrs. Stokes, said that sometime before the murder, a sister of Wood was accused of having an illegitimate child, and also of having destroyed it.  Several of the women of the neighborhood, and among them the deceased, went and disinterred the child and found marks of violence upon it.”  Hardy Wood, the father of the suspect and of Bryant Wood, followed Mrs. Stokes to the stand at BW’s trial, and said “that during the accident to his daughter, his son was absent on a trip to Black Water with a market wagon.”  Alleged motive of BW for killing NS, according to the prosecution, was that he “feared the testimony of the deceased against his sister in the destruction of her infant.”
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___ Wood
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
[s]
Children:



Occupation:

[farm servant for her parents]
Town:


WALTON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___ Wood
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:



Age:


0
neonate
Phys char:



Literate:

n
Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n
Occupation:

none
Town:


WALTON
Birthplace:

WALTON
Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1840, Dec.]




WALTON
VOUCHER
P
CT
NOTE:  Bryant Wood may well have been wholly innocent.  Will, in his first confession, named BW as the murderer and himself as an unwilling accomplice.  In his later confessions, he said that he had shot his mistress at the urging of a “negro woman” who was also a slave of the Senterfelts.
DATE:  check, fix – didn’t enter the Saturday date

Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    HHLD MISTRESS by SLAVE
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:
Sat
Holiday?:


Time of day:
evening
Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Will and Bryant Wood
VICTIM(s):
Mrs. Nancy Senterfelt

Cause of death:  [long gun] musket.  Shot through the eye and into her head.  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   the victim, who was entertaining several ladies in her home, was shot through a chink in the chimney by someone standing outside, barefoot.  Bryant Wood, a young near neighbor, was first suspected.  The alleged motive of BW was that he “feared the testimony of the deceased against his sister in the destruction of her infant.”  [See the neonaticide case above.]

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  4/1841

Court proceedings:  


BW:  change of venue to Escambia County.  5/1841:  fNG.  

Will:  in Walton Co., 4/1841:  confessed, but pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang 5/21/1841 at Ucheeanna.  Executed.
Legal records:  

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 127


Unknown source:

Killing of Mallet occurred at the same time that Will, a slave, was charged with murder.  Mallet’s wife boarded Will, a slave, for 27 days.


Territorial Legislative Council, Criminal, RG 910, Ser. 877, Box 5, fo. 3.  FSAr. 

Payment of Eliza Mallet for House to hold Will, a slave accused of murder.  Walton Superior Court, April term, 1841.  “Rent of a house for the safekeeping of Will a slave convicted of murder from 4/26/1841 to 5/22/1841 inclusive being 27 days at $1 per day.  $27.  Charles Evans, U. S. Marshal.  Examined & approved, Dillon Jordan. 


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 5.  FSAr.  

Schedule of Costs to Sarah Williams for board, 5/3/1841.  For boarding the following persons who were employed by the U.S. Marshal in guarding of Wood, Mellon, and Will.  9 persons, 8 days, $1.25 per day.  $63.75.

Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 5.  FSAr.  

Schedule of Costs to George Brown, May 1841.  To George Brown for passage of four men as a guard to convey Bryant Wood, Robert Mellon, and Will a slave . . . from Lagrange in Walton Co. to Pensacola in Escambia Co. at $5 each and other costs of transportation in the case.  Total of $100.00.  Prisoners confined in Pensacola jail.  No jail in Walton Co.  Examined and approved by Dillon Jordan.  


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 2.  FSAr.

Fees for guarding Bryant Wood and Robert Mellon, Walton Co., April term, 1841.  To Donald Gunn for services rendered as a member of the guard in guarding of Bryant Wood and Robert Mellon, Territorial prisoners charged with murder.  3 days at $2 per day.  Certified by C. Evans.  Examined and allowed, Dillon Jordan.

List for Transporting BW, RM, & W a slave . . . from Lagrange to Ocheeanna, Walton Co. Court House, 18 miles.  To Henry Ramsay for the hire of a cart and oxen.  $5.  Examined & allowed, Dillon Jordon, 5/3/1841.

Certificate of value on Will, a slave.  Territory v. Will, a slave:  Bill of Indictment, 4/1841 term, Walton Co.  Slave belonging to Stephen Senterfelt.  Jury held that the slave was valued at $800.
To jailer James McLean, “for making a gallows, coffin & legging . . . for executing Negro Boy Will, a slave convicted of murder and hung on Friday 5/21/1841.  4/1841 term, Walton Co.


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 1.  FSAr.

Territory v. BW for murder, fNG, May term, 1841.  Schedule of costs.  To Marshal C. Evans.  Fees for watching and for keeping prisoner from 12/7/1840 to 5/11/1841.  156 days at $0.375 per day for $58.50.  “Removing prisoner from Escambia County to Walton County and from Walton Co. back to Escambia Co. a change of venue 230 miles at $0.10 a mile.  $23.  Total costs $97.125.  Aprroved by Dillon Jordan.

Territory v. Will, a slave, for murder, 4/1841 term, Walton Co.  Schedule of costs to C. Evans, Marshal of Western District.  fG & sentenced to hang.  Was hung on 5/21/1841.  Fee for removing risoner from Escambia Co. to Walton Co., there being no jail or place of safekeeping in Walton Co.  115 miles at $0.10 per mile:  $11.50.  Fee for hanging prisoner, $25.  Total costs:  $111.  [sic?]

Folder entitled C. C. Yonge 1835-41, Box #3, Yonge Papers, D. K. Yonge Library.

Walton Sup. Ct., Spring term, 1841:  Territory v. Will, a slave, indictment for murder.  “For three days service in guarding prisoner Will a slave convicted for murder at two dollars per day.  I certify that the service for which the above accounts charged were performed at the courthouse in Walton County.”  C. Evans, U. S. Marshal, District of Florida.  Examined, Dillon Jordan, Judge.  By H. G. Ramsay, Deputy Sheriff.
Newspapers:
Pensacola Gazette, 5/8/1841:  Territory v. Will, negro slave of Stephen Senterfelt.  Indicted for the murder of Mrs. Senterfelt.  Tried in the Ucheeanna Superior Ct. in Walton Co.  fG and sentenced to hang on 5/21/1841.  Session began on 4/26.  Hon. Dillon Jordon presiding.

Pensacola Gazette, 5/15/1841:  BW’s trial.  JPEG
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b COMMUNICATED.
2 For Tt Gazorre, v
THE TRIAL OF BRYANT Woop s T
72 |Mn. Eortor: N ———— i)
YA The Spring Terin of the Superior ¢ = |
x for West annida, has been ﬁ::&ﬁ:g“ <. '\%;. |
X mterest, I suppose, than fur many \'e::: b
¢ preceeding, on account of the numt:er ,_5
| . canitu! cases standing on the dockel. Tu, i, 1
X (,ounly of Walton, since its foum;m’
has not hed a murder committed wi: hin gy
“ prccmua uuuL_wuhm the Ta t )ear 1
X xince the Fall term c of\h"ir’(:ourt. RISTY
N thiink it will be interesting to your numer. N
| \ ous rezaders, 1 will give a short report ¢f e 3
e the cases that have been tried thisterm, :
b G On the 28th of Nuvember last, about g S
> o’clock at night, as Mrs. Nancy Senterfe,
3 wife of Stephen Semerfeit, of Walion B
:&: County, was setting by the fire in hier owp e
\ < house, {n company with seversl ladies of i
A K the neighborhood en a visit, some fiend g
c\s A:--:" human shape, murdered her by firmg s gun
NI lhru'_gh the crevice of the chimney, T,

c\plusmmmcndous and immediate.
Iy, the ladies present, (thinking they wepy
attacked perhaps by Tudians) put vut the
fire. But onexamination it was fourd ity
Mrs, S. wes Kilied. A #lug of lead ¢
ounce Lill had taken eff-ct immediates
. over the eye and passing enurely througy
the head, and liierally blew of the ahoi
‘jcoronal region of the skull. She expired
mstantly withoututtering a word, A youp;
) gentleman residing at the house of Senter-
(vit, by the name of Stokes, went out im-
‘I mediately, but saw noone. In the mon:

mglwotra(-ksc-fbarefoot sons was fuvo?
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Unurderer was standing, which trachs wers

xra'-e ¢ abouut two hundred yards from ths
,-Zb-mx- ani then cdisappeared. But vy
x;mcre masde by shoes were then discoverel |
l;‘“ ding in the same cirsclivn, enc tracel |
|upwards of four hundred yard<
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Susptcion feli upon 3 young mzn, 3 zeu
ineizhber, by the name of Bryam Weol
| who was immeciately arrested by the peo.
' ople. e denced the crime posnively, bt
r'; upon examination before a court of ingu-

ALy, was cutnmitted to prison. At the Wil
]mn Superior Court in April Jast, lie sas
ndulcd by the grand jury, snd remevd |

"his trial by chiange of venue 1o the Supt’
“' rior Comt of Escambia Couny, at Pense

‘(‘ula. which commenced s session here |
Simmediately afier, Wood asked a chang? |
of venue tpun the ground of extraorinz,
ry cxcitement and prejudices prevaling
against him in Lis own county. lhe Cast
Pcame 0N fur 1zial on toe 11th inst the The (s ¥

lﬁil Was cwudMW-hff

ger ppiclalurs. A greet number vl =i

Thial

CEEEIEY

nesacs Werc sworn i behalf of the prose
cution—and upon ther examination the
fullowing testhmony, as near us cah he re
collected, was detailed w the jury.

Mrs. Bushee, was present and sitting by
the fire when Mu S. was killed, she heard
a distinct repoit us the bursting of a prreur
sion cap before the gun fired.

John Siokes, was present, but ¢id oot
hear the report of the cap—traced the tw0
barefool tracks two hundred yards from
the house, fouss some scrups of cheekad
cloth that leoked like the wadding from

.

the bull, which paichiag resembled some
cloth vwned by a sister of 1i:€ C€ encant—
|t'\ unined Wood's gun. (2 ya - _with per-
T d found
uwl_luck) and wiped her, ab
her rusty, wnd perhaps blew dry dust 0%
of her. Said there was but four perevt
~ion locked guns in the neighborhood, and
thut Wood's was onc of them,

Thomas Dulany, said that he took
Woud's shoe and measured it to the track
found upwards of feur hundred y#ids fmm
the house, and that it fitted exactly, 1
vrunl wae n peculiar one, which ansuercd
(o the shoe—he owned 8 percussion gum
but proved it tn hive been at hume all the
time, and himsell with Mr. Senterfeit on
their way home from Court. Al the sbove
wilnesses, certified that no previous grudge
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AR N U B A S RIS St en e Ao o
~ion locked guns in the neighborhood, and
that Wood's was onc of them.

Thomas Dulany, said that he took
Wood's shoe and measured 1t to the track
found upwards of feur hundred y#ids from
the hou<e, and that it fited exactly, the
v=uol wane p peculiar one, which answered
o the shoe—he owned 8 percussion gum
but proved it to have been at home pll the
time, and himsell with Mr. Senterfeit on
their way home from Court. All the above
witnesses, certified that no previous grudge
or enmity existed between the accused and
the dereased.

M:s. Stokes, said that sometime befert
the murder, a gister of Wood was acrlﬂ)}fd-
of having uuTﬂT:gT_F_ﬁu“x?“Em;’"m“ng,O’
Waving dsiroyed il Several of the ¥
men of the niighborbood, and amoni
them the deceased, “¢~|mwdisin’!fl’"d
(e enitd-ard Tound marks of vielenct

s g S

upon in.
“Hzardy YWood, on the part of the cefer”
dunt, (the futher of the accused) said, that
his son lived at his house—that during tht
accident 1o his daughter, his son was @
sent on & trip to Black Water with 8 mars
ket wagon—that his son did nol returf
‘hame till one hour after aark on the f"f"’
‘ing of the murder—that his son complain
ed of haviug the tooth-ache, and was Sl
l1ing by the fire till about 8 o'clock, when
;Wiuwss went! to bed in the same room
'where his son was—he left his son sitinf
by the fire—he heard the report of a gul
and got up, to go out—that his xon we’
sitting by the fire when Le went out in the
saimme position as when he Jay down 1w
sleep.  Witnessthought somne one had Al
ed n deer—it was commen to hunt at night
Joceph Gonzalez, p by-stander, was then

J on, whe stated that he was well ae-
qmll)h'd with peicussion jocks, and was
pudes the impression that the report of the
Lepcusston could not be distinguivhed from
o2 reportof the gun—that when the gun
frad there would be but one report.

Mr. Dulany was reculled, and was of »
different opinion.

The above was the substanoe of the tes-|'
goony 88 weil as 1 can recollect. The
whole cose depended upon the circum-|.
gances. It was contended on the part of|
(he pmsecutio,n, that the track Jfound was/|
\Wood's—that tue gun that done the mur-|
Jer was gleo his—that the wadding was of
§ piece of the gown of the sister of Wood — ;
(it the accused feared the testimony of
the dc(‘cascd,::guin_stu}figh sister in_the de-|!
struztiou of her slant. .

i was contended on behall of the ac- |
cused, that he and the deceased had al-
waysbeen friendly—that the track found
st fitted 1o his shue, was not traced to
e chimney corter—that the track took
e opposite direction from Senterfeit's, to
e house of Wood—that the wadding
(ound was clean nnd never had been dis-
chorged as suct from 8 gun—that there
were many other wituessey agninst his siy
ter beside Mrs. Senterfeit—that Mrs. S.
ook no 11 07€ interest against his sister than

TN

othiers, perhaps not su much.

The trial held from 10 o'clock AL M. til)
yutt down, when the jury retired aflter @
(:il charge from the Court. They resnain-
¢J out buta few mitules nod returned
verdiciof ¥ NoT G Y T
U0 behull ol the prosecution, W, An
derron and J R. Barstow, Es¢q’rs, for the
defuniunt, V. Butier und B. D. Wrighy,
Layrs.

I will here remuik, that a negro boy!
named Wik, belongins o Scnl‘.‘lffll—:;fg;
m;;z the Wai 02 Court for the!
mutdrr, and was found guilly, butthe cir.
cumsisnces in_relntion thereto would re.

T T —

I I ETTI TP o s

gutre another communieation, wh B TWill
gIve you neat werk T you think TUWill be
yuteresting to your readers. The boy Wil
at first churged the murder on Wood, and
that ke as~isted, or was mding snd abet.
tng. JJ}:_QQ-_r_s}uud, that since his condem-
nitlion unvqﬁ._j("’n_‘l@ﬁ?gﬁ-ma?ﬁ—fgscs the crime

jo be hixown anJ exculpates Wool.
7 (%, S A LS E RS TR b A F L





Pensacola Gazette, 5/22/1841:  Will’s trial.  JPEG
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Cinust 2o back wath him—that he had some-

e

—

et LA Wasd K1 e

For toe Gazerre, :
PRl OF WA ~negro slure of Sie-!
phen Seaterfel,
Mi. Borrow:

Avcording to my promise of Jast week,
Lovs proceed o give the crrcamstanees and
evidenee asappeared uponthe trpad of Wi,
a voaud negro wan aged about twenty
vears, the slave ol Semedleiy for the mur-
cer of Ins unstiess. WiLL was indicted at
fe sune time that & biil was found against
Bryaat Wood, whose case was repuried
aetoweek, Atter Dryant Wood hud re-
moved s toal 1o s county, Wil was,
o sl e Waliva on the 2Uih -
sk e lndictment, was for widing sud
cictiny Bryant Wood @ the murder of
Naney Seaterivit,. There wag no evidenee
centst Walll except s own conlession,
Wil caine out upon the trial as follows:

TLe rume witnesses that appearcd on
tictnal ol Bryant Wood, were the wil-
esses against Wtl
el Stokve=sand, Wil was not supi-
cond il severab day s atter Wood had been
arresvd, but [Luin some expressious diop.
e o the boy, the exumnniung Justices
cokiiaitied him at the sqane e with
Wood—that Will told Ly the witness,
Lol was Saturday nighty and that he was
wils Wiy Lo his father’s house on s visit,
sutic four or bve mihies froll bis Wwasier' s
wets- that about two nnles fro homie he
et Wooud on his way fremm Black Water
e, with a arket wagon, aticr durk—
wist Wood stopped lom and wid b he

Linyg for b to do—that on the way back
Ly et some of the neighbors, and that
Wood requested hun to get belinnd a tree (o
ite=that he did su—that they arrived al
Wood's house sbout wn hour alter dark, und
Ll Wood went into the house and got lus
v, and then wid the boy that he was go-
wg o kil s mistress; and that he wauied
W o go el him, and thregiened hunaf
e LG notgo that he would blow hinitoro
witha il —thathe also promsed him some

Wiy —thal he went on with him to_the

bonseiid stopped b RINAAZKGEe Tu the

e

varTull Bryand Wood, wentto the chi-
iy voriermmd killed s nustress—that
bty then wentto a branch when Wood!
Lok waler 1 his hand and  poured n the
Wiszzic of the gun o inake 1t rusty—thus
viuee Stokes’ testimony as regards the con-
essions of the buy Wl sud all the other
rridences that were calied went to the same,
Uit aind proved the conlessjuns o be the
I e e A ,
hiher witnssses testified that duriszg the
Court and the duy before the trial, the boy
Chfessed that tie first tale he told was un-
Hue aud that be done 1t himself at the insti-
vsien ol @ negro woman belonging to Sen-
'-‘cﬂr.l, who threatened to hill him uniess he.
il would kil bis Mistress—that the ne-
sV v oIman gul s mushet Liom a biuck house
Wbz neighvorhiood, and bud kept it con-
t2aed dor the purposc—that she ~1ole pow-
ST ad v bl and Joaded the gun with it—
Al Wl Killed his Mistress that night
sl and that Wood knew nothing ot it.
.'l ue Court churged the jury fully snd
017, ailer which they retired, and linally
fauraed u verdiel of oLty '—the jury
*eiethen polied, and at the call of each
“hiihe response was Cpuilty.”
¢ t..{;: e next day the prisuner was brought
fuebar for kentence.
mhz:fcle-‘r‘ :j\.lll,. [ ain now aboul to pass
o vl desth upon you fur the crune
o €h you have been convicted, have
‘ ‘,"‘"} thing to say for yourself.,”

Al="1 have done nothing—1I have told

Ml lies for wiieT T pray~Gad ™ may
e s fof LT T pray—GuT sy for-
I'he Court then proceeded to deliver the

::':‘:_"F ¢, ant Lacknowledge that | have
sy iy life beard that duty more ably
ier;m , (;' Ny per_f_urmcd-—m the most 80-
M u"“ empliatic language and tune did
::”“:‘:j'" punray' the awlul situativn of
p-’t‘hej' .t';m_led. [he whole compuny ex-
2 “;e'JddHcly sympathy with the feelings
Lie 9] udge. Sentenced to be hurg on
N st ui May, 18Tt at"Ucheeanna till
- Was Gead, : s
N?T".‘ﬂ:e"’pan of the prosecution, Youny
. ;.\}?unau, for the defence, Anderson
X Wwdward,
” iy.;; \‘\ "l was condemued and informed
L 0. his situation, he coufessed 1o
¥ his A persons, that he wasthe tnuiderer
1o, listress, that he dooe 0 at the in-
*Hnof the negro womun of Senter-|

0’)’«{ Tl o d anted s Lyr U
&V’VM@ (4~[7L Of/é' &W,crw

0!
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Pensacola Gazette, 6/12/1841:  Commentary on Will’s execution & dying statement.  JPEG
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Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

Will
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


20
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Stephen and Nancy Senterfelt
Town:


WALTON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

Bryant Wood
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
[s]
Children:

[n]
Occupation:

[farm laborer for his parents]
Town:


WALTON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Nancy Senterfelt
Ethnicity:

[German]
Race:


w
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
m. Stephen
Children:



Occupation:

plantation mistress
Town:


WALTON
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1841]





WALTON
VOUCHER
P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM by INTERVENING PARTY
Motive:  
PROPERTY dispute over a fence
Intoxication?:  possibly the suspect
Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:
[8pm]
Days until death:  [14]

SUSPECT(s):
Robert Mellon (and James C. Slocumb)
VICTIM(s):
James Mallett

Cause of death:  [shotgun]  buckshot in the back.

Circumstances:   at Slocumb’s, on the road to Lagrange.  JCS & JM had a dispute.  JM complained about JCS pulling down his fence, & JCS said he’d keep pulling down JM’s fence as long as JM kept building it.  JM asked JCS why he had brought “this drunken sailor here” [referring to RM].  JM & RM had guns in their hands.  JM insulted RM & dared him to fire, which RM did.

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  4/1841:  Walton Co.

Court proceedings:  5/1841:  change of venue.  Escambia Co. Court:  pNG.  fG of manslaughter & sentenced to 39 lashes on the back and 6 months in jail.  
Legal records:  

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1838-42: v. 4: 126


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 1.  FSAr.

Territory v. RM for murder, May term, 1841.  Bill of costs.  fG of manslaughter & sentenced to 39 lashes on the back and 6 months in jail.  To Charles Evans, Deputy Marshal for the Western District.  Total of $2.75 being the charges for committing prisoner to prison, amount paid for padlock and chain, housing prisoner, calling jury for trying prisoner, conveying prisoner from Escambia Co to Walton Co. and back again, and keeping and providing for prisoner from 2/1 to 5/24/1841.  113 days at $0.375 per day.  Signed & examined by Judge Dillon Jordan.


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 5.  FSAr.  

Schedule of Costs to Sarah Williams for board, 5/3/1841.  For boarding the following persons who were employed by the U.S. Marshal in guarding of Wood, Mellon, and Will.  9 persons, 8 days, $1.25 per day.  $63.75.

Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 5.  FSAr.  

Schedule of Costs to George Brown, May 1841.  To George Brown for passage of four men as a guard to convey Bryant Wood, Robert Mellon, and Will a slave . . . from Lagrange in Walton Co. to Pensacola in Escambia Co. at $5 each and other costs of transportation in the case.  Total of $100.00.  Prisoners confined in Pensacola jail.  No jail in Walton Co.  Examined and approved by Dillon Jordan.  


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 2.  FSAr.

Fees for guarding Bryant Wood and Robert Mellon, Walton Co., April term, 1841.  To Donald Gunn for services rendered as a member of the guard in guarding of Bryant Wood and Robert Mellon, Territorial prisoners charged with murder.  3 days at $2 per day.  Certified by C. Evans.  Examined and allowed, Dillon Jordan.


Territorial Auditor, Vouchers, RG 352, Ser. 584, Box 3, fo. 5.  FSAr.

Territory of Florida v. James C. Slocum for murder.  Schooner hired.  To Henry Ramsay, special constable.  For the hire of the schooner “Experiment” to guard and arrest the above defendant under legal process.  $20.  Arresting the defendant:  $1.  Hire of the men to guard the defenand 9 days at $2 per day each:  $36.  Total:  $57.  Approved by Dillon Jordan.

Newspapers:

Pensacola Gazette, 5/29/1841:  JPEG
[image: image5.jpg]& mm—raa % i
3 : r———'/ Four Tiug GAZRPTE.

M Eorrow:

TRIAL GF ROBERT MELLON—|
.- o e mwder of James Muallett, of &
Wation Cownty. )

Atthe Aprid term of the Supegior.Court}
4 Do Watton Countyy atrue bill was found
A 1 the Grand Jury of  Walton, azainst
g N Rdert Madua for the murder of Jammes:
A Vulett, Mehon was arraigoed at Walton
Promtand picaded not gunty, aud there-
5~ : e tetzoved Lis trigl W the Cpuuty Qf
e ecamiinn, at Pensacola, wineh Court held
: session immediately after. ‘T'he grounds!
\ur(h.muv ol Venue i this was —=that Mel-
R mowas comparatively a stranger i Wal-
b Connty, whereas, Mallett ad  resided
dthe same Coumty  for many  years and
s calinany friends.
v Melion was put upon his trial on the 10th
LY Yav, at Pensacola, and  pleaded ‘' not
; Toan —the witnesses on behall of the
J { oecution were called, and vestibed, uas
aras bean now remember, as follows:
S Dl Gunn, said, I was coming to La-
oy B cee with a ma ket wazon, and  James
i datt casne down to Slocumb’s snd  usfied
veernb  why be pulled _dowa e fenge
wh s premises’—Slocuih,_said ‘1 will_do
calan iFyou-put then up’—€MalletThud a e S
Wit s hand=—the prisoner at the bar Sy
cesed by with o gun=—=>Mallett said 10 Slo |
ang, why have you brought thiz drunken | —
Slar here—to which the prigsoner rephied =7
Fliwun witness in this case Mr. Malleu== |

S

1
'\\}
< : AEHEEES
b Fee off=Mallett then said tothe prisonér, ‘
e antn————

Nl
Soware w runaway man-of-war'samunt-- H
: Caelithe posoner denied with an oath, ~
B Ariett thien suid I oam o gentleman—ithe (\
prot mieaner rephed, xo am Lo Maliew tien -
i, | will shoot you, to which Mrelhon —_
i s ephoed, shoot and be dameed. At that - | "\?‘:“
o dat w o gun fired, and Mallett eried (r\;‘ J
murder, wmwrder”—1 went to him an
wid him he was not dead.  ‘This was ubout
ahour i the mgehty, o dark night=—I could <
Wl aee my hand before me—Mellon ook a Q
rseand Jett the place—Maliett was shot!
I the back with cleven buck shot—he died
Jalout two weehs.
CD James C. Slocumb—said, on that even-
.‘-g g Mr. Gunn came to Lagrsnge with a
G barket wagon—thit Malletthad put s fence
S i «<tusx the Junbe leading jo the lauding—that
\\‘\ e (witness) pulled it down for the wagon
e cpasd, that alter dark Mallett came down :
s “Mihiwo guns, and began to gquarrel with, - ;
warfor pabing down the fence—that whl;ei a
ey were quarrcling Mellon, the prisoner, | B, e
P iong with o gun and  was passing, By
“hen Maliett said why do you iet that L

“Uaken suilor carry a gun, Tie mightsliood
fe=the | risoner then said What 137 that |
Py Mallett) —Mallerrsard—m-re-
3y 'you are a drunken runaway iman-of-
Mgy —the prisoner. said,..mho_ure
=1 wn w gentlemgn—prisoner, you
“ta genticmay and 1 am another—Mal-
S Ewiieut your throat, advancing as
€ Simhe and struck s hand forward,
'l"-""llimu the prisoner stepped back, Look
¥ Uy and g oan stant fired, but be-
ML ired Mallet began o retreat.

Ve Ther=sad that he was™“called 10
Mitae the wounds of Mallett, that they
Feiupward i oan angle of 45 degrees,
-'-:l:<.,.1u~r('d 18 inches hrom the middle ol
SEUIh Uy the neck, that they caused bis
’ ".‘.“'"’”"ﬂl he saw the prisoner gnd the
Jtastd e a quarrel suime tiime  before
;ft.[““’l fizht, that Melion tureatened to
...‘I,;Al_*““-“ if he ever spoke three short
Sl again,

:&fm““‘)' Brownel—said that he fullowed
CVTsoner o Alabama and took him
UM —thatthe prisoner acknowlekged
g "I-'d Mullett, butthat he done so be-
e was afraid Mallett would kil him.
G, ansay-—.s'uid that he attended
..;,:::,‘ Homeats of Mallett, thut the de-
e l.«."wd’ that Mellon had killed him, that
,p.;“‘““t‘d down to see sume one ul
.,"q',“g" o get b o ke » scubbonrd |
"‘r-.i'\‘.t“”“',” knife and that he had taken |
ikl \fllnllnm—mct he was quarrelhng |y
S, T, when Meilon came by with
S0 U he twld Slocumb he ought not
e D O s i s o

————— Y

1o permit that dianken saior to cairy o
gun, he might shout him (Matiett) —that
thereugon an altercation ensued, that he
Mullewt, said, there aretwo of you and I
cinalone, let me goand geta witness, that
~as he weat off Melion shot him,

John Murrion and perhiaps some others
were sworn, whose testimony had but little
bearing on the subject—they ull testified
that Mellon was not in the habit of fighting
exceplin oneor two instances—this closed
the testimony as well us I cun now recol
lect.

Oun behall of the prosecution, Messrs.
Anderson and Barstow, Esg’'re—ifor the de-
fence, Messrs, Wright and Dutler, Esg'rs.

After a charge (rom the Court, the Jury
retired, and ina short time brought 1 u
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- I.m b m:n_\','\\'hurc;u'. Maliett had  resioed
o Ahe same County for many years and
3., o many friends.
: Melion was pnt upon his trial on thed0th
£\ My, at Pensacola, and pleaded ‘““not
et fToan  —ihe witnesses on bhehall  of the
v ) }ooeunion were called, and vestified, s
o i arus Denn now remembery as foilows
G el Gunn, sabdy I was coming o La-
e v with @ market wagon, and James
e it cnme dow i 1o Slocumb’s and usled
4 et why e pulled Cdown_the fenge
\ ol prcmis::a’——b‘l,yu:,uk.u.h_ﬂ,s_u_id ‘I will_do
Wy < i yourput thew up’— Mallctihad a ~——
i ca s hand—the prisuner at the bar Tl o
‘- qesed by with o gun=>NMuilett said to Slo | \:O
,\x ang, why hiave you brought thiz drunken —
% Car lerree—to which the prisoner replicd =71 i
S 10 o witness in this case Mr. Mallet—=
——— Lo off—Mallett then said to the prisoudr, !
I o5 el are worunaway man-of-war's-anuni=--
ﬁ; el the prsoner denied with an oatl.
. Avictt then smd 1 oam w gentleman—the
~—— ; o {
—— swoner rephed, xo am Lo Mallet tiien
wid, 1 will shoot you, to which Ml
pexe 1ipe epled, shoot and be damed. At that ‘
> dont w pun fired, snd Mallett eried I

‘murder, wurder’—l went o himan
Wl bim he was not dead.  ‘T'his was about
o hour tn the mght, o dark pight—1I could
Wt see my hand before me—Mcellon took i
one and len the place—Muliett was shot{
Sthe hack with cleven buek shot—he died

Jsbout two weehs, :

}

it James C. Stocumb—said, on that even-
\és a0 Mr. Guon came to Lagrange with a
v : barhet wagon—1thul Malleithad put s fence,
T < <tosx the Jnbe leading Jo the lauding—that|
\\_\) “t (witness) pulled it down for the wagon |
Ak Copuss, that utter dark Mallett cae down!
< “ithiwo guns, and began to quurrel with!

wafor paliing down the fence—that whie
vy were quarreling Mellon, the prisoner, |
Py ciong with @ gun and was passing,
“hitn Maliett said why do you et that 2
tuaken suilor carry a gul e MIEhUsliood
bty | risoner then said whal 13 thati
vy, (1o Mallett) — MalTerrsatdmre:
%, you are a drunken runaway man-ol-

wiilsmay—the  prisoner. said,— W00 ure
i~ an @ genllemagn—prisoner, you
“ta gentleman and 1 am another—Mal-
-_".’-1 Fwiti et your throat, advancing as
¢ sivke and siruck his hand forward,
lteupon the prisoner stepped back, took
0Lt Uy and i oan instant fired, but be-
nie e fired Mallett began o retreat.
Ut her—said hat he was~cdlled o
Mtise the wounds ol Mallett, thuat they
el upward in an angle of 40 degrees,
“iscattered 18 inehies lrom the unddle ol
;‘*“*L‘kht.hc neck, that they caused bis
“slh=that he saw the prisoner aud thel
“Wased e a quarrel some Line before |
: 'ft_““"“ fizht, that Melion tineatened to
:‘.‘.,'\.l,\'“ﬁ"; if he ever spoke three short)

4510 hiim again. :
_,Amh”“)' Brownel—said that he followed
“soner into Alubuwinag and tovk him
TUMer—ihat the prisoner acknowlekged
i wd Mallewt, but thut he done 80 be-
She was afead Mallett would kill him.
bl“ (. Ramsay—said that he atiended
Costmoieats of Mallew, that the de-
,w"k"{s‘\ld, that Mellon had killed him, that
.1,-,},‘?“ started down Lo see sume one ul
e Wge 1o get him to ke u scsbbonrd
S auntinyg knife and that be hiad taken
;‘:"‘)“:“-‘ “llh.hlm—-llmt e wan quarreliing
xtu,,"""‘“‘“'» when Mellon came by with
U i e wid Slocumb he onght not

i
i
{

Yo

)

!

e o et

“lo permit that dianken sauor o caiy o
gun, he might shout hm (Matiett)—that
thereugon an altercation ensued, that he.
Mallett, said, there aretwo of you and |
win alone, let me goand geti witness, that
as he went off Mclion shot him.

John Marrion und perhaps some others
were sworn, whose testimony liad but e
bearing on the subject—they all testified
that Mellon was not in the hsbit of fighting
exceplin oncor two instances—this closed
the testimony us well as I cun now recols

ect.

On behall of the prosecution, Messrs.
Anderson and Barstow, Esq're—ior the de-
fence, Messrs. Wright aud  Butler, Esq’rs.

Afier o chacge from the Court, the Jury
retired, and ina short time brought 1 u
verdict of * guilty of Manslaughter,” pun-
ishment thirty-nine lashes and six months
imprisonment, which punisiiment was UX-
ecuted on the next day.

OBSERVER.




Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect 1:  

Robert Mellon
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

[mariner]
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect 2:  

James C. Slocumb
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

rancher or planter
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

James Mallett
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

rancher or planter
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1845]




WALTON
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Martin Divan
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  11/1845

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 6 fo. 6, Walton Co.  FSAr.
State v. Martin Divan for murder.  Nov. term, 1845.  Court held at Ucheeanna.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Martin Divan
Ethnicity:

[French]
Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1846]




WALTON
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Alfred Belcher
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Fall term, 1846

Court proceedings:  absentee docket:  [fled].
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 6 fo. 6, Walton Co.  FSAr.

State v. Alfred Belcher for murder, Fall term, 1846.  Absentee docket.  Schedule of costs.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Alfred Belcher
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1847]




WALTON
CT

VOUCHER
PARDON
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
George Bishop
VICTIM(s):
___ McSwean

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Spring term, 1847:  Walton Co.

Court proceedings:  Change of venue from Walton County:   6/1847, Escambia Co.:  fG.  39 stripes and 6 months in jail.
Legal records:  

Escambia County Minutes of the Superior Court, 1846-54: v. A: n.p.

Bishop indicted for murder in Walton Co.  Asked for & was granted a change of venue, 5/1847 term.  Bishop fG of manslaughter and assessed the punishment of 39 stripes and 6 months in jail.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 2 fo. 2, Escambia Co.  FSAr.

State v. GB.  Indicted for murder, convicted of manslaughter on McSwean.  June 1847 term.  Venue changed to Escambia from Walton.  Insolvent, state ordered to pay costs.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 6 fo. 6, Walton Co.  FSAr.

State v. GB for murder.  Walton Co., Spring term, 1847.  Schedule of costs.  Venue changed to Pensacola.  Jailed in Milton.  Fee for conveyance from Ucheeanna to Milton.

Petition of the citizens of Walton Co., 8/5/1847, Correspondence of W. D. Moseley, RG 101, ser. 679, Box 2, Fo. 7.  FSA.
Petition to Gov. Moseley for pardon of George Bishop, fG of mansl of McSwean.  Petition not granted.  “great moral and religious reformation” and he “truly repented to the community of said offence” also that B is “a rather weak minded and inoffensive man and that his incarceration will not be of any . . . religious benefit to the . .  prisoner he having already sincerely repented and his confinement will prove very expensive to the State.”  Father of 3 infant children “who are entirely dependent on charity of the community for support and are motherless.”

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

George Bishop
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
widower
Children:

3 “infant” children
Occupation:



insolvent – state to pay costs
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___ McSwean
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

[m]
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1847]




WALTON
VOUCHER
P
PARDON
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
QUARREL / PROPERTY over a KNIFE
Intoxication?:  both
Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Robert Bell
VICTIM(s):
___ Butcher

Cause of death:  [sharp]  Blow to the head with a knife, penetrated skull.  Died instantly.

Circumstances:   “a number of persons had assembled for the purpose of holding a ‘singing.’  Bell and Butcher it seems became intoxicated, and an altercation took place concerning the knife the former had borrowed.  A quarrel ensued in the course of which Bell gave his antagonist a blow with a knife.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  _/1847

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang 12/3.  Pardoned.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 6 fo. 6, Walton Co.  FSAr.

State v. Robert Bell for murder.  Fall term, 1847, Walton Co.  Arrested on 9/15/1847.

Book of Record (Proclamations) RG 156, Ser. 13, Book 1, #62, pp. 48-9; #64, pp. 50-1.

Governor Mosely postpones execution of Robert Bell to study the facts and to be advised of the circumstances of the case.  To be executed 12/3/1847, postponed to 1/4/1848.  Mosely eventually pardoned Bell on the recommendation of the judge, solicitor, and members of the bar.
Newspapers:
Marianna Florida Whig, 11/10/1847.  Bell convicted of murdering Butcher in Walton Co.  Sentenced to death by Judge Baltzell.  Scheduled to die 12/3.  “A youth of seventeen and prepossessing appearance.  No ‘particulars of the case’ as presented before the jury.  “The account we have received is that a number of persons had assembled for the purpose of holding a ‘singing.’  Bell and Butcher it seems became intoxicated, and an altercation took place concerning the knife the former had borrowed.  A quarrel ensued in the course of which Bell gave his antagonist a blow with a knife.  The blow took effect upon the head, and penetrated the skull, causing instant death.”
Marianna Florida Whig, 12/29/1847:  pardoned by Governor Mosely.

Pensacola Gazette, 1/8/1848:  Pardon of Robert Bell of Walton Co. by Gov. Moseley.  Letter to editor, dtl Milton, 1/3/1848:  Mr. Editor: I know that it will be with the liveliest feelings of pleasure that you will make known to your readers that His Excellency, Gov. Moseley, has granted a full pardon to Robert Bell, convicted at the late term of the Circuit Court for the County of Walton on a charge of murder.  The circumstances of the case were such that a very general interest was felt for the youth in this community and in Pensacola as well as in Walton County.

Gov. Moseley had decided to pardon the young man before I arrived at Tallahassee.  Although his decision had not been made public, I had the pleasure of hearing the pardon to him and of seeing him meet his father and brothers.—The Gov. is not a man to exercise the pardoning power in such a manner as to abuse it, but really in this instance, mercy was but justice.
Robert’s gratitude to those who signed petitions and otherwise interested themselves in his behalf is unbounded, and he expressed himself strongly in speaking of them.  I trust his future conduct will shew that the clemency of the Executive has not been misplaced.”




Respectfully, Chas. A. Tweed


Marianna Florida Whig, 12/29/1847:  ditto

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Robert Bell
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


17
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n
Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___ Butcher
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1855




WALTON
VOUCHER
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
William Snipes
VICTIM(s):
___

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  Fall, 1855

Court proceedings:  Jailed in Santa Rosa Co.  Tried in Holmes Co. during Fall term, 1855.  pNG.  fNG.
Legal records:  
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62.  Criminal Prosecution.  RG 350, ser. 565, box 5 fo. 9, Santa Rosa Co.  Also Box 4 fo. 3, Leon Co.  FSAr.

State v. William Snipes.  Arrested in Walton Co. for murder, committed to jail in Santa Rosa Co. for safe keeing.  Trial removed to Holmes Co. and tried in the Fall term, 1855.  fNG.  Costs in Santa Rosa Co. listed.  Confined in SR jail 8/23 to 10/18/1855.  59 days at $0.40 a day.  $23.60.
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

William Snipes
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s








Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








