Florida Homicides – St. Johns County (St. Augustine)

First Superior or Circuit Court in 1822:  all Rogue’s Paradise records found

St. Johns County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-1874, Book A (11/1846t – read through 10/1860:  then the record jumps to 1866)

GAP in RECORDS
Only one case entered between 11/1851 terms and 11/1856 term – the record then seems complete through 10/1860






ST. JOHNS
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   
Relationship:    
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1825, [Nov.]




ST. JOHNS
WARRANT
Class of death:   possible
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Margaret Garrido
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   yes

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  

Territorial Auditor, Warrants.  RG 352, ser. 583, Box 1, fo. 1

Territory v. Margaret Garrido for murder, 1825.  “Upon the finding of a Coroner’s Inquest and the deposition of Mary R. Hayden.  St. Johns Co., 10/13/1825.

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Margaret Garrido
Ethnicity:



Race:


[Hisp]
Gender:

f
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1828]




ST. JOHNS
P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Edward Sinclair
VICTIM(s):
John Safford

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fG.  Death.  Hanged in St. Augustine, 8/28/1828
Legal records:  
Newspapers:

Pensacola Gazette, 9/30/1828

Pensacola Florida Argus, 9/28/1828
Other sources:  
Denham, James M. (1997) “A Rogue’s Paradise”: Crime and Punishment in Antebellum Florida, 1821-1861. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press: 209.

Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Edward Sinclair
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

John Safford
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1830, Oct.




St. Augustine, ST. JOHNS
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK NEO
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
a newborn child

Cause of death:  [phys]

Circumstances:   “found in a privy . . . .  It was wrapped up in a napkin which had the letter M marked on it, another letter had been apparently cut out.  Over this there was wrapped another piece of cloth, apparently a cotton window curtain.”

Inquest:   yes

Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  [fled]
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Florida Herald, 10/14/1830:  dtl St. Augustine, Thursday, 10/14/1830:  “We understand that a day or two ago, a newborn infant was found in a privy in this city.  It was wrapped up in a napkin which had the letter M marked on it, another letter had been apparently cut out.  Over this there was wrapped another piece of cloth, apparently a cotton window curtain.  We are sorry to learn that it was interred without further investigation.  From appearances there can be no doubt but that it came to its death by violence.


We are sorry that there is such an indisposition to support the laws.  It was the duty of the persons who discovered the body to have reported to the coroner the facts, who would unhesitatingly have acted his part well.


P.S.  Since writing the above we understand that the Coroner has had the body raised, and held an Inquest over it.  No other discovery had taken place but what is stated above, except that the articles in which it had been buried were missing – having, as it appears, been clandestinely removed.”

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w or Hisp]
Gender:



Age:


0
neonate
Phys char:



Literate:

n
Marital Status:  
s
Children:

n
Occupation:

none
Town:


St. Augustine, ST. JOHNS
Birthplace:

St. Augustine, ST JOHNS
Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1837]




ST. JOHNS
P
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    NONDOM
Motive:  
QUARREL
Intoxication?:  yes, suspect
Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Samuel Wright [Right]
VICTIM(s):
Robert Bassacre

Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   “I was drunk, and from some aspersions thrown on me by the unfortunate victim of my folly, I committed the deed for which I suffer.”

Inquest:   


Indictment:  murder

Term of court:  __/1837

Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged 7/10/1837.
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Florida Herald, 4/12/1837:  Samuel Wright fG of murder.  It was the second trial for Wright – his first bill of indictment was quashed.  Sentenced to hang on 7/10.
Florida Herald, 7/15/1837:  “Execution – Saml. Right who was sentenced to be hung for the crime of murder, paid the awful penalty of the law on Monday last.  We understand he met his fate with firmness and resignation.  He was attended in his last moments by the Rev. Mr. Hacket.  The following paper was read at the gallows:


I was born in the county of Derry, Ireland, aged 39.  The only crime I ever committed is the one I suffer for.  I was drunk, and from some aspersions thrown on me by the unfortunate victim of my folly, I committed the deed for which I suffer.  At the time I owed him no antipathy whatever:  nor I believe any other living being.


I die as I lived.  I hope (only at the fatal hour) freely forgiving all mankind.  I forgive my prosecutors, and acknowledge the justice of my sentence.  I return my thanks to all persons concerned in my goal keeping.—I beg the prayers of all good Christians.—Adieu! World.  Samuel Right.

Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Samuel Wright [Right]
Ethnicity:

Irish
Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


39
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:

Derry, Ireland
Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Robert Bassacre
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1840]




St. Augustine, ST. JOHNS
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    MILITARY SOLDIER by OFFICER
Motive:  
DISCIPLINE / ABUSE
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Capt. M. S. Howe
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  [whip]  Defense testimony from Dr. McDougall of the Army:  “congestion of the brain was produced by intoxication and the dissipated habits of the deceased.”

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  manslaughter

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  St. Johns Superior Ct. 10/1841t:  fNG.
Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Niles Reporter, 5/30/1840, p. 193:  Capt. M. S. Howe put on trial for having a soldier whipped, from which he died.  General Court Martial assembled 4/27 in St. Augustine.  Commander of the 2nd Dragoons.  Howe offered the plea that he was already under the cognizance of the civil authorities for the same offence . . . and that to try him by two tribunals would be a violation of the Constitution.”

The News, 10/22/1841:  Defense testimony from Dr. McDougall of the Army:  “congestion of the brain was produced by intoxication and the dissipated habits of the deceased.”  JPEG
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Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

Capt. M. S. Howe
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

Commander of the 2nd Dragoons
Town:


St. Augustine, ST JOHNS
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

soldier in the 2nd Dragoons
Town:


St. Augustine, ST JOHNS
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1843]




ST. JOHNS
PARDON
Class of death:   certain
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    UNK
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
___ Hurley
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  [murder]

Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  fG manslaughter.  Fined $50
Legal records:  
Proclamation of R. K. Call, 4/22/1844.  Office of the Governor, Letterbook, 1836-1909.  RG 101, ser. 32, v. 2, ___.  FSA

Pardon of ___ Hurley, fG mansl in St. Johns Circuit Court and fined $50.  “sustained a good character and could not pay and imprisoned for the last year in City of St. Augustine jail and must ___ without interposition of Executive Clemency.”

Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___ Hurley
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1844]




Key Biscayne, ST. JOHNS
P
Class of death:   probable
Class of crime:   HOM
Relationship:    [NONDOM WHITE by SLAVES]
Motive:  
UNK
Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):
runaway slaves
VICTIM(s):


Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   murdered someone at Key Biscayne

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Apalachicola Commercial Advertiser, 3/11/1844:  Runaways from St. Augustine who committed murder at Key Biscayne.  Comments:  re:  failed ____ [illeg. Note].  “Apprehending the Double-Dyed Scoundrel.”  
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

[m]
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

runaway slaves
Town:


from St. Augustine, ST JOHNS
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:



Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


[1846]




ST. JOHNS

CT
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM
Motive:  UNK
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  


SUSPECT(s):
Joshua Monsford (aided and abetted by Albert Nunes, George McKay & Alexander McKay (brothers), Charles Loring, William Wing Loring)
VICTIM(s):


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment:  JM:  voluntary manslaughter

Term: 11/1846

Court proceedings:  11/1846t:  fNG
NOTE:  12, 29:  Joshua Monsford, Albert Nunes, George McKay & Alexander McKay (brothers), Charles Loring, & William Wing Loring indicted for an affray, 6/1846t.  11/1846t:  np – Felix Livingston, solicitor, discharged them upon payment of costs
Legal Records:  


St. Johns County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-1874, Book A: 28

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Joshua Monsford
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1846, Dec. 24




Pilatka, ST. JOHNS

CT
VOUCHER
PARDON
P
Class:   certain
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HOTEL PROPRIETOR by CUSTOMER
Motive:  QUARREL
Intox?:  yes, suspect
Day of week:
Th
Holiday?:
Christmas eve
Time of day:


Days to death:  0

SUSPECT(s):
Joseph Browne
VICTIM(s):
Capt. Timothy Wightman

Weapon:  [sharp]  knife.  “The wound passed through the left lung, immediately above the heart, and was large enough for the insertion of the physician’s two fingers.”  Died 12 hours later.

Circumstances:  newspaper:  “A dancing party was being held at Capt. Whitman’s hotel, into which Brown intruded himself in a state of intoxication, and behaved with great insolence.  Capt. Wightman was sent for and he immediately ejected Brown from the house, but without violence.  Upon this, Brown immediately assailed him with the most opprobrious epithets, and Capt. Wightman ran in pursuit, when Brown turned round short and stabbed him through the body.”

Inquest:  


Indictment:  murder


Term:  6/1847

Court proceedings:  6/1847:  fG of manslaughter, but not of malice aforethought.  2 months in jail & 1 lash.  “remanded to jail in Jacksonville – there being no jail in St. Augustine.”
Legal Records:  


St. Johns County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-1874, Book A: 40-1
42:  Order to remand prisoner to jail in Jacksonville is “hereby rescinded and it is ordered that the sheriff of St. Johns Co. put Browne in some secure House in St. Augustine and to employ two able bodied men and guards for his safe keeping.”

44:  Browne by his attorney brought in the court and asked that the sentence of one lash be postponed until he heard from the governor.
46-7:  Browne came into Court and presented a letter to the court remitting his sentence signed by the Governor:  “one month’s imprisonment and one stripe be remitted in Consequence of the above reasons, and for the further reason that the offense is attended with very mitigating circumstances.  And whereas gentlemen of high character have made similar recommendations for similar reasons.”  Found Browne a “fit one for the partial exercise of Executive Clemency.”  Governor insisted that Browne enter into bond for good behavior for $500.  Browne was unable to come up with the bond money for find sureties so Judge Dreyfus ordered that he receive his lash “on his bare back with a cow-skin or other instrument of the like flexibility” by the Sheriff.

Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 5, fo. 6,7.  St. Johns Co.  FSAr.

State v. JB for murder, St. Johns Co., June term, 1847:  “witness fees &  schedule of fees.”  fG of mansl.  2 months in jail & 1 lash.  Jury released from costs.  Prisoner jailed in Jacksonville.  Charles Brush arrested Browne 12/26/1846 at Pilatka, and St. Johns County having no jail was sent to Jacksonville.  Killed Timothy Wightman.  No magistrate in Pilatka.  Turned over to the authorities in Jacksonville.


Book of Record (Proclamation) RG 156, ser. 13, Book 1, #54, p. 41-2.  FSAr.

Pardon of JB.   Governor Mosely reduced his sentence from 2 mo. & 1 lash to 1 mo. & a $500 bond for good behavior.  “gentlemen of high character have made such recommendations.”  Gov. Mosely, 7/15/1847
Newspaper:  

Jacksonville News, 1/1/1847:  Capt. Wightman.—“It is with deep regret that we record the death of another valuable citizen by the hand of violence.  On Christmas eve, last, Capt. Wightman was killed at Pilatka by a young man by the name of Joseph Brown.  A dancing party was being held at Capt. Whitman’s hotel, into which Brown intruded himself in a state of intoxication, and behaved with great insolence.  Capt. Wightman was sent for and he immediately ejected Brown from the house, but without violence.  Upon this, Brown immediately assailed him with the most opprobrious epithets, and Capt. Wightman ran in pursuit, when Brown turned round short and stabbed him through the body.  Capt. Wightman, unconscious of having received a severe wound, returned to the house on foot, but he only lived about twelve hours.  The wound passed through the left lung, immediately above the heart, and was large enough for the insertion of the physician’s two fingers.  Although the affray was witnessed, no one saw the fatal blow given.  Brown is now in the Duval county Jail, in this place, having been committed on his own confession.  He is a young man, apparently about twenty years of age, and has hitherto led a worthless and vagrant life, but his countenance does not betoken the ruffian.”

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

Joseph Browne
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


20

“young man”
Literate:



Marital Status:  
[s]
Children:

[n]
Occupation:


“worthless and vagrant life”
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Timothy Wightman
Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

hotel owner / keeper
Town:


Pilatka, ST JOHNS
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1850, [Feb.]




ST. JOHNS

CT
VOUCHER
Class:   probable
Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM SLAVE by WHITE
Motive:  HONOR / SELF-DEFENSE
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]

SUSPECT(s):
David L. Durance
VICTIM(s):
Redman

Weapon:  [gun]  shot
Circumstances:  testimony:  Redman was “hallowing outside Durance’s house while he and son eating dinner.  When Durance goes out to see whats the matter, Redman tells him that ‘he had been over at the branch getting religion, and said do you threaten to whip me, also saying, ‘I am a hell of a fellow & a devil, and that he was a man.’  Redman was behind a fence and threatening to come over . . . Durrence told him to stay where he was, but Redman pushed further.  Durance repeated to “stand where he was about a dozen times.”  Durance said he “heard a knife opened (hearing the lick)” – Knife was later found opened.  [See charge to jury by judge.]  Durance repeated to Redman “stand back or I will kill you, Redman then rushed on and continued to rush on” then Durrance fired.  Durrance said that he thought Redman was “crazy.”

Inquest:  yes

Indictment:  manslaughter

Term: 6/1850

Court proceedings:  6/1850:  fNG
Legal Records:  


St. Johns County Minutes of the Circuit Court, 1846-1874, Book A: 94-5
Comptroller Vouchers, 1846-62, Criminal Prosecutions.  RG 350, ser. 565, Box 5, fo. 7.  St. Johns Co.  FSAr.

State v. DD for manslaughter.  St. Johns Co., 1850:  fNG.  Schedule of costs.


St. Johns Co., Misc. case files, Box 5-13, Reel 58

State v. DD for murder (changed to manslaughter):  killed Redman, a slave.  Coroner’s inquest over the body of Redman, the slave of Mr. Hernandez.  Inquest held that Redman was killed by a gunshot wound inflicted by DD.  Bond to appear, 2/14/1850.


Long testimony:  Redman was “hallowing outside Durance’s house while he and son eating dinner.  When Durance goes out to see whats the matter, Redman tells him that ‘he had been over at the branch getting religion, and said do you threaten to whip me, also saying, ‘I am a hell of a fellow & a devil, and that he was a man.’  Redman was behind a fence and threatening to come over . . . Durrence told him to stay where he was, but Redman pushed further.  Durance repeated to “stand where he was about a dozen times.”  Durance said he “heard a knife opened (hearing the lick)” – Kinfe was later found opened.  [See charge to jury by judge.]  Durance repeated to Redman “stand back or I will kill you, Redman then rushed on and continued to rush on” then Durrance fired.  Durrance said that he thought Redman was “crazy.”

Newspaper:  

Census:  

Genealogy:

Suspect:  

David L. Durance
Ethnicity:



Race:


w
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Victim:  

Redman 
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Literate:



Marital Status:



Children:



Occupation:

slave of Mr. Hernandez
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



1853, [June]




ST. JOHNS
P

CHECK:  not certain if fatal

Class of death:   do not count yet
Class of crime:   possible HOM
Relationship:    HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE
Motive:  

Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):
Isaac

Cause of death:  [gun]  shot

Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  

Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
St. Augustine Ancient City, 6/11/1853:  Negro Isaac shot in St. Augustine, belongs to Antonio Alvarez.  Unknown, but Isaac says “one of his fellow servants shot him.  No hopes are entertained of his recovery.”
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  

___
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of  Antonio Alvarez
Town:


St. Augustine, ST JOHNS
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  

Isaac
Ethnicity:



Race:


b
Gender:

m
Age:


adult
Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:

slave of Antonio Alvarez
Town:


St. Augustine, ST JOHNS
Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s





Suspect(s








