PAGE  
1
                            Gloucestershire Inquests, 1772


1772

Jan 20.  A few days ago the daughter of Mr FRYER of Wheatenhurst, fell into the fire in a fit, and was so terribly burnt that she died soon afterwards.

Jan 27.  Last week three persons died suddenly in this city, one of whom (Mr THOMSON, an Exciseman) has left a widow and five small children in great distress.

Feb 19.   On Thursday se’nnight died in a most shocking state of madness, the wife of Mr JOHN SCOT, of Sheepscombe, near Bisley, who was bit by a mad dog upwards of three months ago.   She was bit in her hand, and a few days before she died, she was taken with a pain in one finger, which ran up her arm, and spread through her whole frame. It is astonishing, etc.

Mar 16.  Condemned: ELIZABETH TWIGG for the murder of her child.

               Acquitted: JOHN RODWAY for the murder of his wife.

Mar 23.  On Monday last WILLIAM MORGAN and ELIZABETH TWIGG were executed here pursuant to their sentence ............  ELIZABETH TWIGG declared at the tree that she was innocent of the fact for which she suffered, but it is to be feared she left this world with a falshood, as she one time said it was a sailor, another time a soldier, that took the child from her.  She acknowledged that her life had been such a scene of abandoned prostitution and wickedness, that her fate was not unmerited.

   Obituary of NEAST HAVARD, Tewkesbury Coroner.

Mar 27.  On Thursday last Mr LITTLE, of Aston Ingham, in Herefordshire, a farmer of considerable fortune, whilst he was over-looking some workmen repairing a barn had the misfortune to be crushed to death by the fall of a beam.  The poor have a great loss in the death of this worthy man, for he was ever their sturdy friend.

May 11.  We can assure the public, that our castle gaol is now quite free from the small-pox, notwithstanding reports to the contrary.

May 18.  On Tuesday last were committed ... RICHARD DAW, of Ashleworth, a substantial farmer, upwards of seventy years of age, and RICHARD ROOK his servant, for the murder of a male bastard child [of HANNAH MANNS], of which DAW was the father.

   The same day a poor woman of Nailsworth, picking up chips near a tree, which some men were hewing down, had laid the child at the but of the tree; the woman, seeing the tree falling ran to catch 

up her child, but before she could get clear of it the tree fell and killed her.  She had the presence of mind to throw the child from her, by which means it escaped unhurt.

Jun 1.  Yesterday se’nnight, between one and two o’clock in the afternoon, JOSEPH DYER, a gardener and nurseryman, of Campden, in this county, was found murdered about half a mile from that place.  There was a shocking fracture on the back part of his head, and his cheek from the corner of his mouth to his ear was laid open by a violent blow of a stake.  It was about two o’clock when the body was found, and was then quite warm.  A girl had taken notice, that one WILLIAM KEELY, a labourer of Campden, passed by her just before the murder was discovered, with some blood upon his breeches.  This giving suspicion he was immediately apprehended.  At first he denied the fact, but afterwards acknowledged that he and one TRACY  committed it; but his father and mother begging him to declare the truth; he recanted what he had said concerning TRACY, and swore that he alone was guilty of the murder; that he had waylaid the deceased, who had been to receive some money that morning; and that as he was getting over a stile, he came behind him, and with a stake knocked him down at two blows, that he afterwards robbed him, and then ran home.  As the constable was bringing him to our castle, the villain charged one JAMES WARNER with being his accomplice, and WARNER is now brought to gaol; but it is generally imagined that KEELY’s information is false.  [He] seemed to express some concern yesterday th[at he had] brought the poor man into so much trouble. 

Jun 8.  By a letter received from Campden last week, we find there is too much reason to believe, that WARNER was an accomplice with KELLY in the murder of RICHARD DYER.  It seems that KELLY is a famous Morrice-dancer; and on Sunday morning before the fact was committed, he was teaching a set of fellows to dance.  WARNER, used to play on the tabor and pipes to the dancers.  It is to be hoped the Justices will suppress such nurseries of idleness and drunkenness as Morrice-dancings have generally proved.

Jun 29.  On Saturday the 21st inst. during the thunderstorm, one man and a boy were crushed to pieces as they were digging stone, with three others, in a quarry on Brockthrop hill, by a large quantity of stone and rubbish falling upon them from the top.  The rest, being providentially at work at a little distance, received no hurt.  This is the second accident of the kind which has happened in the same quarry, within these few years; and it is hoped, will be a caution to quarrymen leaving the tops of their quarries in the precarious state they so generally do.

   On Monday last RICHARD SMART, a bricklayer’s labourer, had the misfortune to fall from the top of a ladder, in this city, and was killed on the spot.  He has left a distressed widow, with two small children.

Jul 31.  Assizes:  WILLIAM KELLY for the murder of RICHARD DYER; RICHARD DAW, for being an accessary to the murder of a male bastard child, which he had by HANNAH MANNS.


Acquitted, JAMES WARNER.  Reprieved, RICHARD ROOKE, a servant to RICHARD DAW, who hid the child under a hayrick, where it perished.

   Long account of the execution of WILLIAM KELLY, aged 22, with a wife and children.

Sep 7.  Executions awaited: RICHARD DAW.

            A few days ago two boys washing in a brook near Stroud, one of them stood on the stump of a tree, and turning about he saw the head of a woman rise to the top of the water.  Frightened out of their wits the boys ran home, and told what had happened; upon which the people went to the place, and found the body of a woman with a child tied to her, which seemed as if they had lain in the water several days.  Upon examination it proved to be the body of a woman who was called POL JENKINS, and the child was a bastard she had lately had.  One HOUSE, a carpenter, who kept company with the woman, has been taken up on suspicion of murdering her, as some people deposed, that they heard the cries of a woman a few nights before the discovery of the body; but we suppose there is not evidence sufficient to fix it on this man, as he is not yet brought to our castle.

Sep 14.  Execution and speech by RICHARD DAW.

      On Sunday the 30th of August last a young man aged about 21 was drowned in the Severn, near Awre.  Mr WILLIAM JOHNSON, of Elberton, near Thornbury, will give a guinea and reasonable charges to any person who takes up the body and will bring it to his friends at Elberton.  He was naked when drowned.

Nov 2.  BENJAMIN SHEPPARD, committed lately for stealing cloth, is dead.

