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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1804


1804

Jan 2.  The low grounds in the vicinity of the Severn, have been completely inundated by the late heavy rains.  During the height of the flood, yesterday se’nnight, as two boys, named JOSEPH WILLIAMS and WILLIAM COOK; were directing two persons on horseback along Maisemore causeway, near this city, which was at that time under water, the horse which they rode was forced into a ditch by the violence of the wind, and the two boys unfortunately perished.  An inquest was on Monday held on view of the bodies, by D Willey, Esq, Coroner; when the Jury returned a verdict - Accidental Death.

  A very melancholy accidenta occurred in this city on Tuesday last.  An amiable child, about five years of age, daughter of Mrs JONES, cork cutter, of this city, was burnt to death, in consequence of her clothes taking fire.  She was at a neighbour’s house, and, during the momentary absence of the mistress from the room, took up a pair of bellows to blow the fire - when a spark in an instant set her clothes in a blaze, and every effort to dave her life proved ineffectual.  She lingered a few hours, and expired in great agony.

Gloucester Chronicle, Jan 7.

An inquest was held yesterday, by James Sadler, Esq. on the body of JOHN DYER.  As he was passing along the Quay, in this city, a waggon load of hay accidentally upset, and falling upon him, occasioned his immediate death.  Verdict,  Accidental Death.

Jan 9.  On Friday last an inquest was held by James Sadler, Esq. Coroner for this city, on view of the body of JOHN DYER, who was killed by the upsetting of a waggon load of hay upon him, as he was passing along the Quay.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Gloucester Chronicle, Jan 14.

On Saturday last, a young gentleman, of Cirencester, while skaiting, slipped into a hole above his depth, and was unfortunately drowned.  And, on Wednesday lasr, a poor man, of Chalford, was also drowned, in the Thames & Severn Canal, near Brimscomb Port, whilst in a state of intoxication.  The latter has left a wife and three children.

Jan 16.  The following inquests have lately been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, viz. On view of the body of EDWARD HALFORD, of Coln Rogers, who had been some time deranged in his intellects, and hanged himself.  Verdict, Lunacy.  And on the body of JOHN HOBBES, of Rodmarton, who was found drowned in the Thames and Severn Canal, in the parish of South Cerney, after having been missing nearly a month.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

On Saturday se’nnight, a young gentleman of Cirencester, while skaiting, unfortunately fell into a hole above his depth, and was drowned.

Gloucester Chronicle, Jan 21.

Sunday a poor blind man, who frequented the public houses in the city of Bristol as a fidler, was picked up in the Quay river drowned, supposed to have missed his way and walked in.

Feb 6.  The following inquests have lately been held before Mr Joyner, one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  On view of the body of THOMAS RODNEY, servant to Mr BLANCH, of Lattridge, who, on his return home from Bristol, fell off the shafts of a waggon, at Hambrook, and was killed in the spot.  On the body of PITMAN PRICE, aged 10 years, killed by falling down a coalpit, 30 fathoms, belonging to Messrs Leonards  and Co. at the hamlet of Oldland.  And on the body of WILLIAM ALLEN, carpenter, found suffocated in a water course, leading down the Long street, in the town of Thornbury.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

Feb 13.  On Wednesday an Inquest was held by Mr Trigg, Coroner, on view of the body of JOSEPH WILDEY, who, by the breaking of the rope whilst towing a barge, was precipitated into the Thames and Severn Canal, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On the evening of Saturday se’nnight, as a boy about ten years of age was passing over a narrow bridge across a brook which runs through Stanley Meadow, near Cainscross, in this county, with a pad of yarn on his head, he fell into the water, and his body has not yet been discovered.  Several dundles of the yarn were found in the brook.

Gloucester Chronicle, Feb 18.

On Wednesday, in consequence of the rope breaking, a poor man, whilst assisting in towing a vessel, was precipitated into the Stroud Canal and drowned.  Notwithstanding he shewed evident signs of life after he was taken out, his wife and children have to deplore the inefficancy of  [??] to restore animation.

Mar 5.  The following inquests have been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county: a few days since, at Stroud, on view of the body of THOMAS HEMMINGS, who, whilst winding up the lasher of one of the locks on the Thames and Severn Navigation, was, by the handle coming off, forced into the Canal, and drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  On Monday last, at Rodmarton, on the body of RICHARD JONES, who was found dead, under a wall in a field near that place, where, it is supposed, he had crept for shelter during the severity of the weather on Saturday night - and, being weak and infirm, unfortunately perished in that situation.  verdict, Died from the inclemency of the weather.   And, on Tuesday, at Stonehose, on the body of GEORGE NEALE, the youth 

mentioned in a former paper to have been drowned in a stream near the Ryeford: his body had passed through the gates at various places on the brook, and was  not found till Tuesday last.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Mar 12.  On Wednesday last an inquest was held, at Kent’s Green, in the parish of Newent, by D Willey, Esq. one of the Coroners for this county, on view of the body of JOSEPH LYES, servant to Mr CLARK, who, in attempting to put a burthen of straw in a hay loft, fell off the ladder, and dislocated his neck.  Ond on Thursday another inquest was taken before the same gentleman, on the body of EMANUEL WRIGHT, a child between four and five years of age, whose cloaths burst into a flame whilst drying himself before the fire; whereby he was so terribly burnt (although every effort was instantly used by the woman of the house to extinguish the same), that he survived only a few hours.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   A few days since an inquest was held by Mr Trigg, Coroner, on view of the body of ROBERT LAWRENCE, of Stonehose, who, in endeavouring to pass over a swing bridge across the  Stroud Navigation, the bridge being incautiously left off the sill, he ealked into the Canal, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Mar 19.  On Wednesday last, an inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, Coroner, at the sign of the Foundry, in the parish of St Paul, in this county, on the body of a new born female child, found dead in a pool, in a field at the bottom of Wilder street, near St Paul’s church.  It was quite naked when found, and as several marks of violence appeared on the body, the jurors were fully of opinion, the child was murdered previous to its being cast into the pool.  After a full investigation, the jurors returned a Verdict of Wilful Murder by some person or persons unknown.  The officers of the parish instantly offered a reward of Twenty Guineas to any person giving information that will lead to the discovery of the inhuman perpetrator.  Same day another inquest was taken at Hanham, by the sa,e Gentleman, on the body of JAMES HOSKINS, coal miner, who was killed on Moday last, by falling down a coal piy belonging to SAMUEL WHITTUCK, Esq.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   Last week an inquest was held at Walford, in Herefordshire, on the body of JOHN BRIGHT, a pauper of that parish, and a common beggar, who was found dead near his own house.  He was supposed to be very poor; but on examining his house, after his death, it appeared that he had contrived to amass a consierable sum, the greatest part of which was in cash, and sufficient to have enabled him to live comfortably and independent.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

Gloucester Chronicle, Mar 24.

On Wednesday se’nnight an inquest was taken before Mr Joyner, coroner, at the sign of the Foundry, in the out parish of St Paul, Gloucestershire, on the body of a new born female child, found quite naked and dead in a pool, in a field at the bottom of Wilder street, near St Paul’s 

church.  As several marks of violence appeared on the body, the jurors were fully of opinion, the child was murdered previously to its being cast into the pool; and accurately returned a verdict of Wilful Murder by a person or persons unknown. The officers of the parish instantly offered a reward of 20 guineas for the discovery of the inhuman perpetrator.

 Mar 26.  On Saturday se’nnight considerable agitation was occasioned at the French prison in Stapleton, near Bristol, by the following occurrence:- JEAN BAPTISTE MERRY, one of the prisoners, attempted to pass a sentinel belonging to a detachment of the 2d battalion of the Army of Reserve, doing duty there; and, on being reprimanded for his insolence, suddenly turned upon him, wrenched the bayonet off his musket, and attempted to stab him.  In self defence, the soldier fired his piece, the ball took effect, the prisoner fell, and expired almost immediately.  On further investigation, however, it did not appear that the circumstance  was connected with any other attempt on the part of the other prisoners to make their escape; and all alarm subsided.  On Monday an inquest was taken by Mr Joyner, coroner, on view of the body of the Frenchman; when, after an investigation of five hours, the jury returned a verdict of Justifiable Homicide; and the sentinel was immediately liberated.

   On Thursday morning, about two o’clock, a fire broke out in a cottage at Kempsford, in this county, inhabited by an industrious labourer, named POOLE, his wife, and five small children.  The house was completely enveloped in flames before the family were alarmed.  The mother, after escaping with difficulty, returned, and penetrated three times successively through the fire to save her children, in which she fortunately  succeeded; but was herself so terribly scorched, as to survive only a short time.  The cottager and two of his children are also so much burnt, that their lives are despaired of; the other children suffered in a less degree.  Two adjoining cottages were destroyed; the inhabitants escaping with their lives.  The benevolent and humane are by this melancholy accident afforded an opportunity of extending their charitable assistance to objects justly entitled to their commiseration.

Apr 2.  On Saturday, ELIZABETH ROSSER was committed to our county gaol, by THOMAS BIRT, Clerk, charged with the murder of her bastard child.

Apr 9.  On Thursday, MARY MARSH was committed to our County Gaol, charged by the Coroner’s Inquest, held before Mr Joyner, with the wilful murder of her bastard child.  The prisoner lived as servant at Hanham, where she privately delivered herself, and, to prevent discovery, threw the infant down the common sewer.  The cries of the little innocent were distinctly heard, and, fearful it would create suspicion, the inhuman mother poured down a pail of water in hopes of suffocating it sooner.  The exertion was so great that her own life was despaired of.

Apr 16.  On Wednesday night, as Mr SPIERS, Clerk to the Canal Company at Cricklade, was returning from Highworth,  he fell into the Canal, near his own house, and was drowned.  He has left a wife and two children to lament his loss.

  On Thursday evening, a person named JOHN BARTON, who formerly lived as ostler at Frog Mill Inn, fell into the River Severn, at Over, near this city, and was drowned.  His body was taken up next morning.

May 7.  A few days since an inquest was held by Mr Trigg, Coroner, on view of the body of MARY HOLDER, of Randwick, a child of about four years of age; whose cloaths, whilst left in the charge of her sister and brother, caught fire, and she was so dreadfully burnt about the breast and arms, that she survived but a few hours.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

  On Friday last, the body of a woman belonging to a gang of gypsies, who had lately been encamped in that neighbourhood, was found near the fishpond in Standish Park, in this county.  The cause of her death has not been ascertained.

May 14.  On Monday last an inquest was held by Mr Trigg, Coroner, on view of the bodies of JAMES WORSTALL and JOHN HALLIDAY, two boys about eight or nine years of age, who had been spectators, amongst a number of other people, of the erection of a new Maypole at Paganhill, near Stroud; when the stay rope breaking, the pole fell with such violence on these unfortunate youths, that they were both killed on the spot.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  The pole being found a deodand by the Jury, we hope will prove the means of discontinuing the practice of erecting such useless monuments of public amusement in future.

May 28.  On Friday evening as JOHN ROSSITER, of Lewin’s Mead, Bristol, was crossing Baldwin street, he was run over by a timber carriage, and killed on the spot.

Jun 4.  On Monday se’nnight, the body of a man, unknown, was found floating in a pool near the Pill, at Oldbury upon Severn, in this county.  He appeared to be about 40 years of age, and a labourer, as a spade shovel was found in the same pool the next day, supposed to have been his property.  And on the Thursday following, the infant son of Mr JOHN SCREEN, of the parish of 

Frampton Cotterell, fell into a tub of boiling wort, and was scalded to death.  The Coroner’s verdict, in both instances, was Accidental Death.

Jun 11.  DIED.  On Saturday se’nnight died, Mr THOMAS JENNER, a respectable farmer, of Colthrop, in the parish of Standish, in this county.  He went to bed the preceding evening in apparent good health.

Jun 13.  Winchcombe Parish Registers, Burials: WILLIAM BARNES.  Killed in a quarry in ye Parish of Bishop’s Cleeve.

Jun 18.  On Saturday, an inquest was taken on the body of MARY KING, found drowned in a pool at the bottom of her garden, near Dursley.  Verdict, Lunacy.

Jul 2.  A singular and awful circumstance took place at Wooton Underedge, in this county, on Sunday the 10th ultimo.  A woman of the name of LANE, who had been in the habit, for 20 years past, of instructing poor children who attended the Sunday School at the Rev. ROWLAND HILL’s chapel, particularly wished, that when it should please God to take her, she might die in some part of the premises belonging to this indefatigable man.  She attended the chapel as usual in good health on  Sunday morning, and appeared perfectly well, till Mr HILL had concluded his sermon; when she was discovered by some of the congregation to change colour, and before they had time to take her from the place, she expired without a groan.

Jul 9.  The following inquests have lately been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  At Cirencester, on view of the body of T POOLE, who was killed by a waghgon wheel passing over his body; and at Frocester, on the body of Mr SAMUEL LONG, a respectable farmer, who was seized with a fit of apoplexy whilst walking near a brook, into which he unfortunately fell, and was drowned.  Verdict in both cases, Accidental Death.

Gloucester Chronicle, Jul 21.

On Monday a young child, going across bWestgate street, in this city, was unfortunately thrown down by a chaiseb passing just at that instant, and the wheels going over its body, wounded it so much, that although able surgical aid was had recourse to, it expired on the following day.

ASSIZES.

Elizabeth Rosser, and Mary Marsh, tried for the murder of their bastard children, were each acquitted of the crime, but ordered, under the new Act, to be confined in the Penitentiary House for twelve months, for concealing the birth of their children.

Jul 23.  On Monday last, an inquest was taken at Stonehouse, before William Trigg, Gent. Coroner, on view of the body of EBENEZER BURFORD.   This youth had imprudently gone into the Stroud Canal to bathe; when, being incapable of swimming, he got out of his depth, and was unfortunately drowned before any assistance could be rendered him.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  On Friday, an inquest was held by the same Coroner, in the parish of Bisley, on view of the body of MARY SMITH, who, whilst in apparent health, dropped down in a field, and instantly expired.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

ASSIZES :  MARY MARSH, and ELIZABETH ROSSER, tried for the murder of their bastard children, were acquitted of the capital part of the indictment, but were each ordered to be imprisoned twelve months, for concealing the birth, agreeably to the provisions of the Act passed last Session of Parliament.

Aug 6.  Yesterday se’nnight, as four boys were bathing in the River Severn, near Deerhurst Lock Stake, three of them got out of their depth, and two were unfortunately drowned.  The cries of the unfortunate boys awoke a bargeman, who was asleep in a vessel lying near the spot: he immediately threw out his boat hook, which saved the third, who must otherwise have inevitably shared the same 

fate.  One of the lads was found in about twenty minutes; but though every assistance was given, all endeavours to restore life were ineffectual.  The other was found next morning.

Aug 13.  A dreadful thunderstorm took place at Chipping Sodbury, on Friday se’nnight, ... and a young man, in the act of throwing a wheel barrow full of stones into a lime kiln, near Wotton Underedge, was in a moment struck dead on the edge of the kiln, and precipitated to the bottom.  It is a remarkable circumstance, that though his clothes were not singed, his body was burnt in a dreadful  manner.

Aug 20.   On Monday an inquest was held before William Joyner, Gent. Coroner, on the body of JOHN HAYWARD, aged 13, who fell out of a trow, belonging to Owner HUNT,  of Newnham, into the Severn, opposite Lidney new grounds, and was drowned.  It appeared on evidence, that the lad was standing on the gunwhale of the vessel, mopping his shoes, when he fell overboard.  By mans of the mop, he buoyed himself up in the tide nearly half an hour, and although every exertion was made to dave him by the hands on board, it unhappily proved ineffectual, owing to the flood tide and a head wind.  Verdict, Accidental Death.   Also, On Wednesday, upon the body of WILLIAM SMART, aged 54, a pauper in Alkington workhouse, near Newport, who had hanged himself to a span beam in his lodging room.  After a full investigation, The Jurors returned a verdict, Lunacy.

Aug 13.  Last week a Coroner’s inquest was held on the body of Miss FRANCES JAMES, of Castle Green, Bristol, who had died suddenly some days before.  Dr BEDDOES, and Messrs LOWE and KING, Surgeons, were present at the examination, and discovered poison in some parts of the stomach.  The Jury, after mature deliberation, returned a verdict, That her death was occasioned by poison, administered by some person or person unknown.  The deceased was the youngest daughter of the late Mr JAMES, formerly a distiller of that city.

Aug 20.  We are happy in being able to contradict a paragraph inserted in our last, concerning the Coroner’s verdict on the death of Mess F JAMES, of Bristol; (which was copied from a neighbouring paper).  It was mentioned that the medical gentlemen, on opening the body, had discovered poison; but we now feel pleasure in stating, that they have all signed a report, declaring, that nothing of a poisonouus nature could be distinguished in the stomach or bowels of the deceased.

Aug 27.  Obituary:  Mr KIDD, baker, Westgate street, Bath.  A coolness had long subsisted between him and his brother, who came to visit him on Sunday, when a happy reconciliation took place; but on the latter returning that evening to Marshfield, he fell from his horse, and was found quite dead on the road.

Sep 3.  Last week an inquest was taken by Mr Joyner, one of the Coroners for this county, on the bodies of GEO BRYANT and SAMUEL PEACOCK, who were unfortunately killed, by being, in consequence of a rope breaking, precipitated 15 fathoms into one of the coalpits belonging to Messrs WHITTICK at Soundwall, near Bristol.  Verdict, accidental Death.

Oct 1.  A melancholy accident took place on Tuesday near Hereford.  A labouring man from Gloucestershire, engaged in raising gravell in a pit situated on the road to Hoarwithy, incautiously undermined the adjacent field, when a large quantity of earth fell, and buried him in an instant.  The body could not be extricated in less tha n half an hour, when every symptom of life had completely vanished.

Oct 15.  On Monday last, an inquest was held by W Joyner, Gent. one of the Coroners for this county, on view of the bodies of the two infant daughters of THOMAS WATKINS, of the parish of Newland,  coalminer, who were burnt to death by their clothes taking fire, in the absence of their parents: and on Tuesday an inquest was held by the same gentleman, on the body of BENJAMIN FISHER, yeoman, found drowned in a pool, near Allen Common, in the parish of Henbury.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

    MARGERY WOOD, the woman mentioned in a former paper to have confessed, (before a Magistrate at Minchinhampton, in this county,) the murder of her bastard child, at Bath, nine years ago, has been committed to Shepton Mallet Bridewell, for trial at the next Assizes.  She is a most deplorable looking object, about 45 years of age .....  [long report follows.]

Nov 5.  The following inquests have recently been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, viz.  On view of the body of ELIZABETH BRAMPTON, aged 63, who was found dead in the park of Benjamin Hyett, Esq. of Painswick; and on the body of GEORGE HALL, about eight 

years of age, who, whilst running near a laoded waggon at Cherrington, fell under the wheel, which passing over his head, fractured his scull, and occasioned instant death.  Verdict, in the former case, Died by the Visitation of God; and in the latter, Accidental Death.

A melancholy accident happened on Saturday se’nnight, at Berkeley, in this county.  As a lad, aged about seven years, was swinging on a chain fastened to a cart loaded with potatoes, and which had been left very improperly standing on a prop for several hours in the public streets, his weight upset the cart, by which means he was killed on the spot.  The cart and potatoes were seized, as a deodand, for the use of the Lord of the Manor.

Nov 12.  Sunday night, Mr TRATT, father of Mr TRATT, ironmonger, on the Quay, Bristol, accidentally fell into the river, near the Drawbridge; and although immediately taken out, and every medical assistance afforded him, he survived only three hours.

Nov 19.  The following inquests have lately been held by Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county: At Kempsford, on view of the body of Mr STEPHEN CHEEZELEY, a respectable farmer, of Highworth, who, in returning home in the evening, fell from his horse, which set off, as soon as he found himself at liberty; and, owing to the darkness of the night, whilst wandering in search of the animal, the unfortunate man fell into the Thames and Severn Canal, and was drowned.  His hat being seen next day floating on the water, led to a discovery of the body.  He has left a wife and family to deplore their loss, and his melancholy fate.

Nov 19.  And, at Elkstone, on the body of JOHN HARDING, a child about six years of age, who, being left in the house alone, his cloaths took fire, when he was so dreadfully scorched, that he survived only fifteen minutes.  Verdict, in both instances, Accidental Death.

Nov 26.  On Wednesday last, the following inquests were taken before Mr Trigg, one of the Coroners for this county, viz. At Eastington, on view of the body of ROBERT CLARK, who had for some time laboured under great anxiety of mind, and hanged himself in a hay loft at that place; and, at Kempsford, on the body of CATHERINE COWLING, widow, who had, a few days before, come with her family to that place, from Siddington, and drowned herself in the Thames and Severn Canal, deliberately leaving her cloak on the bank.  Verdict, in both cases, Lunacy.

Nov 26.  Last Monday the child of a labouring man at Marshfield, (bretween two and three years of age) was accidentally burnt to death - the unfortunate mother had scarcely left the house a minute before she was alarmed by the cries of the child, and on her return found that the little sufferer had approached the fire, which immediately caught his shirt; he was burnt in a most shocking manner, and languished till the next morning, when he expired.

Dec 3.  Last week the following inquests were taken, before Mr Trigg, Coroner, viz. At Wheatenhurst, on view of the body of JOHN COLWELL, of Frampton Cotterell, who was found dead in the high road, near that place.  Verdict, Died by the visittation of God.  At Stroud, on the body of LEAH EDWARDS, who fell into the Canal, and was drowned; and on the body of ANN SMITH, an old woman, travelling as a pedlar, who was found drowned in the same Canal.  Verdict, in both cases, Accidental Death.

Dec 24.  On Tuesday last, an inquest was taken before Mr Trigg, at Ampney Crucis, in this county, on view of the body of JOHN VINCENT, a youth, who was killed in consequence of a waggon loaded with corn passing over his body.  It appeared in evidence, that he was asleep on top of the waggon,  when, being suddenly aroused by the approach of some carriages, the horses having at the same instant turned into a rugged part of the road, he was thrown off, and the wheels passing over his bowels, he was almost instantly killed.  On Wednesday an inquest was held by the same Coroner, at Bowbridge, near Stroud, on view of the body of PRISCILLA ADAMS, a child about ten years of age, who was found dead in bed, after having retired to rest in perfect health.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the Visitation of God.

   On Thursday last, an inquest was held at Ross, on view of the body of ANN BUTLER, a child about three years of age, who, in the absence of her mother, had drank a quantity of oil of vitriol out of a phial left within her reach, and died in great agony a few hours afterwards.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Dec 31.  On Monday an inquest was held at Bisley, in this county, by Mr Trigg, on view of the bodies of ELIZA and HESTER RALPH, two infants, who both died soon after their return home, having been placed at some distance, in consequence of indisposition.  Suspicion having arisen, that their death had been occasioned by neglect, and want of proper attention, the parish officers, from motives of humanity, caused an inquest to be held; but the verdict of the jury is as yet suspended.

   On Friday an inquest was taken before the same Coroner, on view of the body of JOHN MOWER, who, in going from Stroud to Frampton, fell into a brook near Froombridge Mills, and was drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   OBITUARY.   Mr RICHARD HOBBS, calenderer, of Bristol: he went to bed in apparent good health, and was a corpse by three o’clock in the morning.

    A melancholy accident occurred on Saturday se’nnight, in the parish of Winterbourne, near Bristol.  A respectable woman, travelling in a tilted cart from Stone, stopped on the roadside to give the horse some refreshment, when the animal, on the bridle being taken off, took fright, and drove the shaft with such violence against the head of the unfortunate woman, as to cause her instant death.

