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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1801


1801

Jan 12.  Commitments to our County Gaol: MARGARET BISHOP, for the murder of an infant; CHARLES LONG, for killing HANNAH BRYANT.

Feb 2.  On Wednesday last an inquest was taken before Thomas Blunt, Esq. one of his Majesty’s Coroners for this county, on the body of JOHN WHITE, of the parish of Kempley, when the Jury returned a Verdict that he died by the visitation of God.  An unfavourable impression had gone abroad, injurious to the characters of the Parish Officers, and it was therefore thought advisable by the Minister of the parish, that the above inquest should be held, the result of which proved highly satisfactory, by placing the humanity and good conduct of the officers in the clearest light.

Mar 2.  On Monday last was committed to our county prison, CHARLES  SMITH, a lad about eleven years of age, charged by the Coroner’s inquest with the wilful murder of JOHN DAUNCEY, of the parish of Uley, in this county.

Mar 30.  On the trial of Mr COOKE, clothier, of Wotton Underedge, for the murder of his wife, the witnesses who were called in support of the prosecution, most incontestably proved that the melancholy occurrence must have been an accident, and Mr COOKE, was, very much to the satisfaction of the Court, acquitted.

Apr 6.  CHARLES SMITH, aged 11, was found guilty of manslaughter; as was JOHN RAVENHILL, who was also fined 10 l.

May 4.  We hope the following accident will be a caution to waggoners.  As WILLIAM HOWELL, servant to Mr ROGERS, a farmer, of Newland, in this county, was returning home from Chepstow with a load of hides, it is supposed that from his being asleep on top of the cart it was overturned, and falling under it, he was smothered by the skins.

b
May 11.  On Monday evening last, a boy about six years old, son of a workman to THOMAS PIDCOCK, Esq. master of the Iron Works at Lidney, in this county, was accidentally drowned in the canal belonging to the works.

   Wednesday as JAMES PARKER, a boy about eight years old, was riding on the shafts of a roller, in a field at Westwood, through the carelessness of the driver of the horses, he fell from it, when the roller pressing on him, bruised him in so shocking a manner, that he soon after expired.

May 18.  Lately, as two young men of Berkeley, in this county, were fighting, one of them received a severe blow on the head, which for a moment stunned him, and the parties were prevented from renewing the combat.  The man complained of the headache, but next day went to his work; in the evening however he grew worse, became delirious, and died the next morning.

May 25.  Long article/letter about an accident at Over.

Jul 27.  During the violent storm of thunder and lightning, on Thursday se’nnight, ....    The same day W SAGE, mowing in a field near Almondsbury, went under a tree for shelter, (taking his scythe with him) when he was instantly struck dead by the lightning.

Aug 3.  Odd incident re son of BENJAMIN GILLMAN, weaver, of Horsley, aged 5.

Aug 24.  On Saturday se’nnight the body of a male infant, with its throat cut in a most inhuman manner, was found in the millpond belonging to Mr JOHN COOPER, of New Mills, Minchinhampton, in this county.  The body was wrapped up in a paper parcel, to which a large stone was fastened, for the purpose of preventing it from rising.  An inquest having been taken before W Trigg, gent. one of the Coroners for this county, the Jury returned a verdict of wilful murder, by some person or persons at present unknown.

Sep 14.  On Thursday last an Inquest was held at Olveston, in this county, before Mr Joyner, Coroner, on the body of ROBERT COLE, alias PARKER, aged nine years, who was killed the preceding day by a gun shot.  After several hours’ minute investigation, the Jury found a Verdict of Manslaughter against one WM PIMBLE, Brickmaker, aged about 19; and who stands committed for trial at our next Assizes, for the offence.

Dec 7.  As Mr POPE, of Wotton Underdge, on Thursday last was returning home from Uley, he was thrown from his horse, and by the fall so dreadfully fractured his scull, that he lingered till Sunday in the greatest agonies, and then expired; leaving a wife and four children to lament their irreparable loss.

Dec 14.  On Monday last an Inquisition was held by Mr Joyner, at the Old Bell Inn, at Dursley, in this county, on view of the body of SAMUEL HALL, of the same place, Shearman, who died the preceding Saturday night in consequence of fighting.  After an investigation of five hours, the Jury found a Verdict of Manslaughter against JOHN FLATCHER, late of the same place, cloth worker, and who stands committed for trial at our next Assizes for the offence.   

