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                 Gloucestershire Inquests, 1830


1830, Gloucester Journal.

Jan 2.  INQUESTS.  Taken this week by John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Pool Hill, on the body of ANN BOURN, aged about 56, who fell on the fire in a fit, to which she was subject, when she was so much burnt as to occasion her death the next day.  At Apperley, on the body of GEO. SPARKE, aged about 4 years, whose clothes took fire in the absence of his parents, from which he was so much burnt, as to cause his death the next day.  At Bishops Cleeve, on the body of ELIZTH. TURBERVILLE, aged 4 years, who was burnt to death in consequence of her clothes catching fire.  At Gretton, on the body of WILLIAM GREENING, aged about 4 years, who, while in the house of his grandfather, an aged and infirm old man, was burnt to death from a similar cause.  At Highleadon, on the body of ELIZTH. GREENING, aged 84[?] years, who being near he fire, her clothes took fire whereby she was so much burnt that she died the next day.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death,

   At Weston Subedge, on the body of WM. BRAIN, aged about 66 years, who was found dead in his bedroom; the deceased was a most respectable character and much lamented by his friends and neighbours.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At the Infirmary, Gloucester, on the body of ELIZ. PARKER, aged about 70; the deceased was sitting in her bedroom, near the grate, when her clothes took fire and she was so severely burnt, that altho’ immediately taken to the Infirmary, she died the next day.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   An extraordinary case of suicide has just occurred in Bristol.  On Saturday night a young man, named LANDER, residing at the corner of Callender lane, on the Quay, after spending the afternoon with his mother, to all appearances very happily, went upstairs and hung himself to a staple driven in the window; and it would seem that he was so determined on effecting this purpose, that, because there was not sufficient height to admit of his suspension at full length, he accomplished his object in a sitting position.  No cause can be assigned for the rash act; he was a dutiful son, and bore a good character

Jan 9.  FATAL CASE OF STABBING.  A melancholy instance of the effect of violent passion occurred at Kings Stanley, in this county, on Monday night last.  THOMAS WILKINS, a weaver, had been requested by his mother, who is bedridden from age and disease, to come to her house that night to protect her from the violence she apprehended from a grandson, named JOHN DANGERFIELD, who with his wife lodged in her house.  It appears that the old woman having received no rent from her grandson, had desired him to get lodgings elsewhere, but he had refused, and expressed his determination to keep possession of his room by force.  About half past nine, DANGERFIELD, accompanied by a sister, entered the house.  Wilkins, a sister, and Dangerfield’s wife were in the kitchen, where a quarrel immediately ensued between the women.  Wilkins rose to part the contestants, when Dangerfield instantly seized his uncle by the throat with one hand, and with the other stabbed him deeply in the abdomen, with one of those long Spanish knives which are constructed with a spring to hold back the blade when open.  Wilkins fell to the ground, while the nephew wiping his bloody weapon with his fingers, rushed from the house and effected his escape.  Surgical assistance was immediately procured for poor Wilkins, and the bowels, which were cut and protruding through the wound, were promptly returned by the surgeon, Mr MILES.  The poor fellow was conveyed next morning to our Infirmary, where he received all the attention which skill and humanity could suggest.  He lingered till the night, when, after much suffering, he died.  The deceased was a stout healthy man, about 40 years of age, but fortunately unmarried.  The nephew was of the same trade as the uncle, and they had worked together and been on the best terms for many years.  Dangerfield, who is not yet apprehended, is about 26 years of age, and recently married.  An inquest was held upon the body yesterday, before John 

Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when after a patient investigation a verdict of Wilful Murder was returned against Dangerfield.   

INQUESTS.  Taken this week before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Ruardean, on the body of HANNAH KNIGHT, aged two years, who was burnt to death in consequence of her clothes catching fire.  At Lane End, St Briavels, on the body of MOSES HALL, aged about two years and a half, who was killed in consequence of drinking boiling water out of a tea pot.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.

MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT.

Colesborne; female servant fell in well and drowned.

Jan 16.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before John Cooke, Esq. one of the Coroners for this county:  At Hasfield, on view of the body of ELIZABETH BARNFIELD, aged 19, who hung herself with a piece of tape in the kitchen of her father’s dwelling place.  It appeared in evidence that the deceased had lately laboured under aberration of mind.  Verdict, Insanity.

   At Churcham, on the body of RD. ELLBOROUGH, aged 83, found dead in a ground near his house.  No marks of violence appearing, and not having been absent from home more than half an hour, the Jury returned a verdict of Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Ruardean, on the body of JAS. BEARD, aged 73, found dead in his chair in a room in the Poor house at Mitcheldean.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

INQUESTS.  Taken before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  On the 1st instant, at Painswick, on the body of JOHN CLISSOLD, who had formerly been a respectable clothier, but then a pauper and destitute of clothing and bed clothes; he fell into a coal hole, when he was found almost dead and taken up stairs, where he expired in the course of a short period.  After a minute investigation, the Jury returned a verdict, Perished from the inclemency of the weather and for want of medical aid.

   On the 8th, on the body of HANNAH BLICK, an infant, burnt to death in the absence of her parents; and on the 9th, at Bisley, on JAMES KIMBER, many years a faithful servant to Mrs Bennett, of Frampton Mansel, who was drowned in the Thames and Severn Canal, he having walked in from the darkness of the night.  Verdict in both cases, Accidental Death.

   On the 10th, at Miserden, on JOSEPH AYLIFFE, who took arsenic in an orange which occasioned his death in a few days.  Verdict, Felo de se, and he was buried at midnight according to the present law.

Jan 23.

Jan 30.  INQUESTS.   Lately held before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner:  At North Nibley, on view of the body of EDW. MORTON, who falling from a hayrick whilst cutting hay, unfortunately fell on the knife, and dividing the femoral artery, died in less than three minutes from loss of blood.   At Rudgway, on the body of ANN WHITE, who was found dead in the high road to Bristol, and a market cart, which she had been driving, upon her; she is supposed to have fallen asleep, and the horses going up a bank, threw the cart over.  At Nympsfield, on the body of WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, aged twelve years, burnt to death by his clothes taking fire, as he was sitting asleep near the grate.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.    

Feb 6.  BARBAROUS MURDER!   With regret we state that this county has been the scene of a most diabolical murder.  On the morning of Sunday last, an industrious labouring man, named WILLIAM SMITH, who resided alone at Bismore, in the parish of Bisley, was discovered to have been most inhumanely butchered in his own dwelling.  A woman who washes for him, on entering the house found the body most horribly disfigured about the head and face by several mortal blows from a hatchet, and 

the murderous instrument lying near him.  His supper remained untouched on the table, and the house was completely ransacked for plunder.  The poor fellow was reputed to have some money in his possession, which is of course supposed to have been the inducement for the commission of this horrible crime.  There is reason to believe that the murder was committed on the Friday night preceding.  We are glad to hear that hopes are entertained that the cruel perpetrators will be brought to justice.  Four persons are in custody on suspicion, awaiting the result of the Coroner’s inquest, which commenced sitting on Monday, and was adjourned till Thursday, but we have not as yet heard that they have come to any decision.  Several facts connected with the case have been communicated to us, but as their publication at this moment might possibly impede the course of justice, we abstain from entering into particulars.

   It will be recollected that in our Paper of 9th January last, we mentioned an outrage that had occurred at Kingstanley, in this county, where an uncle had been mortally stabbed by his nephew, and that a Coroner’s jury had returned a verdict of Wilful Murder against the assassin.  Our readers will be surprised to hear that the criminal has not yet been apprehended, though we are informed that he was seen in the neighbourhood for several days after the transaction.  We have not yet heard that any vigilant measures for his apprehension have been resorted to; but one would suppose that if they had, an escape in so populous a district could not be very easily effected.  We also do not know whether a blame be attributable to any or to what parties; but surely the interests of justice are compromised by any negligence in the investigation of offences of this description; and the peace and safety of society are endangered when the perpetrators are suffered to be at large, to repeat perhaps acts of similar violence. [Re JOHN DANGERFIELD]

INQUESTS.  Taken last week before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Mickleton, on the body of SARAH BRAIN, about seven years old, who was burnt to death in consequece of her clothes taking fire; and at Clapton, upon the body of CHARLES COX, about five years old, who met his death in a similar manner.  At the Infirmary, upon the body of JAMES WHITE, who was in the act of oiling the wheels of a tram waggon near Cinderford, when his foot slipped, and the loaded waggon passing over him inflicted such dreadful injury as to occasion his death the following day.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Norton, on the body of ELIZABETH TROUGHTON, aged 79, who was found dead in her bed.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

    At Beckford, on the body of JOSEPH CULLIMORE, who in company with two other persons had got a bottle nearly full of rum and a bottle of metheglin, which they mixed together and drank; but in consequence of the excess Cullimore became insensible, and died in a few hours.  Verdict, Died from excessive Drinking.

INQUESTS.  Lately taken before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  At Frampton on Severn, on view of the body of THOS. SUMMERS, an itinerant pauper, said to belong to the parish of Wotton Underedge, who had been seen for several days previous to his death seeking shelter in sheds, barns, or any outhouse, where he could obtain admission.  He was found in a cow house belonging to Mr Clarke, who treated him with great humanity, and perceiving his wretched and forlorn state had him conveyed to the poor house, where he died soon after.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

   At Stonehouse, on the body of CHARLES FIELD, who was found drowned in the Stroud Canal, into which he is supposed to have fallen from a barge.  Verdict, Found drowned.

Feb 13.  Very early on Sunday morning last, an accident which had nearly been attended with fatal consequences, occurred to our London mail on its way to this city.  On reaching the New Inn, at Barrington, a recent fall of snow having covered the track which had been cut through the heavy drift 

that choked up the road in that neighbourhood, the coachman, ANDREWS, was unable, in the dark which prevailed, to distinguish the proper line, and driving partly on the frozen bank of snow, the mail was upset with fearful violence.  MANTELL, the guard, was precipitated to the ground, upon his head, with such force that several hours elapsed before he recovered the faculty of speech, and we are very sorry to find that but faint hopes are entertained of his recovery.  The coachman was also so much hurt as to be rendered incapable of proceeding.  Fortunately, there were no passengers.  Great delay necessarily occurred, as it was requisite to send to Northleach for a coachman to drive the vehicle down, which did not arrive in this city till three hours after its usual time.

   [3c] full page colum re WILKS, atrocious murder and robbery, etc.  Coroner’s Inquest Wilful Murder against THOMAS COX aged 45, and, guilty as an accessary, WM. COX aged 21.

   We are glad to find that active measures are now being taken for the apprehension of JOHN DANGERFIELD, charged under the Coroner’s inquest with the wilful murder of his uncle THOMAS WILKINS, at Kingstanley, on the 4th ult. as stated in a former paper.  A clue has been discovered which gives some hopes that the criminal may yet be brought to justice.

   An inquest was held at Tewkesbury, on Thursday, before EW Jones, Esq. on view of the body of A NEW BORN ILLEGITIMATE MALE CHILD, which had been privately interred in the churchyard on the Tuesday preceding.  After a long investigation, the jury returned a verdict of Manslaughter against SARAH HOLYHOUSE, the mother, who was thereupon committed to the borough gaol, prepatory to her trial at the next Assizes for this county.

   An inquest was held a few days since, at Horsley, in this county, before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner, on the body of MARY RICKETTS, a pauper, who died of the typhus fever.  After a patient investigation before a very respectable jury and in the presence of a truly benevolent and respectable Magistrate, whose humane assistance had in vain been rendered the woman a short time before her decease, a verdict was returned, Died from typhus fever, despite timely and sufficient medical assistance.

Feb 20.  SUICIDE.  On Monday afternoon last, this city was the scene of a melancholy act, the fatal result of intoxication and passion.  Mr WM. WATERS, who for some time past has occupied a shop as a flour-dealer, &c. at the top of Worcester street, coming home in a state of inebriety, quarrelled violently with his wife, after which he went upstairs much excited by passion.  A considerable interval having elapsed without his appearing, his wife sent her daughter to call him, but the child had not proceeded far when she saw her wretched parent suspended by the neck from the bannisters, to which he had tied himself by a piece of cord.  An alarm was instantly given; and on assistance being procured, he was promptly cut down, but too late, as the vital spark was entirely extinct.  On the following day an inquest was taken before R Fletcher, Esq. Coroner of this city, when after a minute investigation the jury returned a verdict, Hanged himself in a temporary fit of insanity.

INQUESTS.  Lately held before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner.  At Frampton Cotterell, on view of the body of BENJAMIN DAVIES, a pauper in the poor house, found dead in his bed.  At Blakeney, on BENJAMIN WILLIAMS, an itinerant dealer in pamphlets, from Knighton, in Radnorshire, found dead in a lodging house.  At Hagloe House, on SAMUEL HOSKINS, a servant to W AMBROSE, Esq. who died very suddenly.  Verdict, in each case, Sudden Death, by the visitation of God.

    The following inquests have been this week taken before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  At Bisley, on view of the body of MARY GARDINER, who was subject to fits, in one of which she fell on the fire, and was burnt to death.  Verdict, Accidental Death.  

   And at Leonard Stanley, on the body of WM. LUSTY, an aged man, who fell down dead in his garden.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the Visitation of God.

Last week, an inquest was held at Monmouth County Gaol, touching the death of HESTER BRAINE, aged 70.  Our readers may recollect, that this old woman was committed on 15th Nov. upon the capital charge of setting fire to a barn and stable, at Tregare, the property of Mr PERRIN.  She was very infirm and in bad health at the time she entered the prison, and had been under the care of the surgeon of the Gaol, up to the time of her death, which was occasioned by a disease of the heart and water on the chest.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   COMMITTED.  THOMAS COX.

Feb 27.  APPREHENSION OF THOMAS COX.  Our readers will recollect that this young man, who stands charged with being accessory, before and after the fact, to the wilful murder of WM. WICKS, at Bisley, though taken into custody on the discovery of that dreadful deed, succeeded subsequently in making his escape.  Diligent search was immediately set of foot, and it was soon found that he had been seen at Sheepscombe, and soon after on the road from this city to Tewkesbury.  As he had a brother employed in a paper manufactory in Lancashire, it was at once conjectured that he would seek an asylum with him, and PICKARD, a constable, was forthwith dispatched in pursuit; who, after several day’s anxious inquiry, at length apprehended him at Bury, nine miles beyond Manchester.  On Wednesday he was conveyed through this city to Stroud, where examinations were taken before H Burgh, Esq. and the Rev. P Hawker, by whom he was fully committed to our County Gaol.

    On Friday last, as a person was ploughing in a field at Saintbridge, belonging to Mr THOMAS IND, the plough turned up a part of a human scull, and on further examination a perfect skeleton was discovered about 18 inches below the surface of the earth.  A Coroner’s Inquest was summoned, but from the absence of any evidence of identity and a belief that the bones had been in their present situation many years, the Juy returned a verdict to that effect.

  A melancholy accident from the incautious use of firearms occurred at Redweir, near the New Passage, on Tuesday last.  A young man, named ROBT. HOPKINS, a blacksmith, and ROBERT WATKINS, after cleaning a gun in Hopkins’s shop, put it down and went to their dinner.  Hopkins afterwards loaded the gun for the purpose of shooting sparrows, and went out leaving it in the shop.  Watkins soon after going in, took it up and pointed it at a younger brother of Hopkins, about eleven years of age, when it went off and the whole contents entered his head, and killed him on the spot.  An inquest was held before WJ Ellis, Esq. and a verdict returned of Homicide by Misadventure.
MELANCHOLY SUICIDE.  On Friday last, Mrs MERRETT, wife of Mr MERRETT, of Freig’s Mill, in the parish of Rodborough, drowned herself in the milldam.  She left the breakfast table, saying “she must go out for a short time;” but remaining longer than was expected, her husband sent a girl after her, who not being able to make her hear, called Mr Merrett.  On arriving at the pond he saw part of his wife’s gown floating on the water, and instantly dragged her to the bank; but altho’ every remedy was used to restore animation, it was too late, as the vital spark had fled.

   COMMITMENTS.  THOMAS COX.

Mar 6.  Coroner’s Inquest.  A report having been circulated that a child, aged a few months, had died from neglect or starvation in Grove street, Cheltenham, Mr G RUSSELL, Chief of the Police of that town, sent a communication to John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, who summoned a Jury to enquire into the particulars of the affair.  After a patient examination of RACHAEL COLLY, the mother, and several other witnesses, on Saturday last, the jury returned the following verdict, - Died from Inflammation of the Lungs, but we are of opinion that great blame is attributable to the mother for general inattention towards the child. [see also Gloucester Herald, 1802-1806; Glos Ref Lib 40963(1) as date.]

Mar 13.  DREADFUL OCCURRENCE.  On Tuesday, a woman named CARTER, residing at Upper Alstone, near Cheltenham, left home for a short time, and locked three of her children in the house.  Two of them took the youngest, under two years of age, and laid it on some shavings in one corner of the room; they then set the shavings on fire, and the poor innocent was so dreadfully burnt before it was rescued from the flames, that it died on the following morning.

Mar 20.

Mar 27.  INQUESTS,  Taken before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  At Stroud, on the body of RICHARD HITCHINS, a youth who was said to have died from blows received from another boy while at play.  After a minute investigation and medical evidence being given a verdict was returned, Died by the visitation of God.

   At Painswick, on the body of JOHN CARTER, about five years of age, burnt to death by his clothes catching fire, in the absence of his mother.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Apr 3.  INQUEST.  On Monday last, an inquest was held in this city, before R Fletcher, Esq. Coroner, upon view of the body of WM. ROSS, a native of Cumberland, who met his death under the following singular circumstances.  On Saturday, the deceased, who was a sea-faring man, was employed on board the brig Ovington, lying in our basin.  In order to fumigate the vessel, a quantity of straw had been set on fire in the hold, after which the hatchways were fastened down, and in the evening the people left the brig, not one remaining even as a ship keeper.  On the following morning a boy belonging to the brig, on going on board, found the companion unfastened,  and on proceeding below found the deceased in the hold stiff and cold.  It was ascertained that after leaving the vessel on Saturday, the deceased visited one or two public houses, and the last time he was seen alive was between eleven and twelve o’clock at night, when he was in a state of intoxication; and there is little doubt that he sought a refuge for the night on board the vessel, where his death was occasioned by the vapour he inhaled.  The jury returned a verdict, Accidental Death from Suffocation.

INQUESTS.  Taken before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  At Tetbury, on the body of SAMUEL BLAKE, who died suddenly.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Eastington, on GEORGE GWINNELL, who was drawing a cart in company with two men and a boy, when his foot slipping he fell down, and the wheel passing over his head, killed him on the spot.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On Sunday, a Coroner’s [WJ Ellis] inquest was held at Chipping Sodbury, on the body of WM. PHILIPS, school master; when the jury returned a verdict of manslaughter against JAS. COLE, who was accordingly committed on the coroner’s warrant (he having voluntarily surrendered himself.)  The decease of Philips was supposed by the Jury to have been occasioned by a dispute and scuffle which occurred at the Portcullis Inn, in the above town, on the previous Tuesday.

COMMITMENTS.  JAS. COLE.

Apr 10.  On the evening of the 29th ult. Mr WM. HATHERELL, of Oldbury on the Hill, in this county, in returning home from Malmesbury fair, was thrown from his horse at about a mile distance from the latter place.  He was conveyed back to the King’s Arms Inn, where he expired early on Sunday morning.  An inquest was held on the body, when it appeared that the deceased had sustained a concussion of the brain, and a verdict of Accidental Death was accordingly returned.

INQUESTS.  Taken before Wm Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner.  At Blakeney, on Saturday, on the body of WM. HAMMONDS, who died in consequence of blows received from JOHN COOK, in a fight a few 

days preceding.  The jury returned a verdict of Manslaughter against JOHN COOK, and against GEO. WHITE and JOSEPH VIRGO, for aiding and abetting.

   At Almondsbury, on the body of ROBERT BUTSON [BULSON] , footman to the Rev Mr Gray, who fell into a bath near the Vicarage House; and at Old Sodbury, on the body of STEPHEN ANDREWS, carter to Mr EW RICH, of Didmarton, killed by falling from a waggon loaded with coals, on which he was riding.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Clifton, on the body of A NEW BORN MALE CHILD, found in Clifton churchyard, wrapped up in a piece of black stuff gown.  Verdict, Found Dead.

   An inquest was taken at Horsley, before W Trigg, Esq. Coroner, on the body of ELIZ. LEONARD, a girl about nine years of age, who was burnt to death in consequence of her clothes taking fire in the absence of her mother.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Apr 17.  THOMAS COX, condemned; SARAH HOLYHOUSE, acquitted.

Account of the trial for murder of WICKS/WILKS; THOMAS COX (50) and WM. COX (21), long list of witnesses; Thomas guilty, William acquitted.  Also, on p 4; all Not Guilty: JAS COLE & WM. PHILIPS; JOHN COOK & JOSEPH VIRGO & GEO. WHITE.

Apr 24.   On Tuesday, the skeleton of a man, in an advanced stage of decay, was discovered by some men who were engaged in widening the road at a place called the Seven Springs, near the Cross Hands, in this county.  From the fractures on the skull, it would appear that the individual was murdered.  The remains were but at an inconsiderable depth from the surface of the ground.

SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCES.  

About a fortnight ago, as some workmen were employed in taking down part of the roof of a house occupied by Mr TOMBS, at Aston upon Carrant, in this county, the skeleton of an infant was discovered behind some boards and plastering.  The bones appeared to be nearly in a perfect state, with portions of the pelvis attached in some places, but they had evidently been there for a great number of years, and a very extensive fracture appeared on the back part of the skull.  It is a remarkable fact, that about sixteen years ago two other skeletons of infants were found on the same premises.  Every possible inquiry has taken place but without eliciting any satisfactory result, and an inquest was held yesterday se’nnight before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when a  verdict was returned of Wilful Murder against some person or persons unknown.  The present occupier of the house is a very respectable farmer, and has not lived there more than a few years, and the affair is likely to remain in impenetrable mystery.

INQUESTS.  Taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  On Monday, at Charlton Kings, on view of the body of JOHN DRAPER, a waggoner in the employ of Mr MASTERS, of Cirencester, who was taken suddenly ill, at the former place, and, notwithstanding medical aid was promptly obtained, died in a few hours.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   On Wednesday, at Badgeworth, on the body of JOHN PARSONS, a child about three years old, who, in the absence of the parents, was so dreadfully burnt by his clothes taking fire, that he died next day.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   On Tuesday, at Westbury upon Severn, on the body of JOHN BURRISH, a boy of about eight years of age, who whilst amusing himself in a boat, in company with an elder brother, accidentally slipped into the water and was drowned.  Verdict accordingly.

At these Assizes, also, a true Bill was found by the Grand Jury against JOHN DANGERFIELD, for the Wilful Murder of his uncle THOMAS WILKINS, at Kingstanley, in this county, on the 4th of January 

last, under the circumstances detailed in our Paper at the time.  DANGERFIELD is still at large, and we do not observe that any reward has been offered for his apprehension.

   THOMAS COX executed.  Imprisonment, Six Months:  MARY KENELY, for concealing the birth of her bastard child.

May 1.  FATAL ACCIDENT.   On Thursday morning, a poor fellow named WILLIAM PARKER, who was employed at the new warehouses building at our Basin, unfortunately slipped from some scaffolding, and falling from a considerable height to the ground, sustained several tremendous frcatures of the skull, and was otherwise so dreadfully injured, that surgical assistance was in vain offered on the spot; he was immediately afterwards conveyed to the Infirmary, but only survived a few hours.  Inquest taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  

   On Wednesday, at Newent, on the body of WM. ADDIS, servant to Mr Hollister, surgeon, who dropped down and died instantaneously.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

INQUESTS.   Lately taken before J Mountain, Esq. Coroner.  At Coln St Aldwins, on the body of ELIZ. HAWES, who was so dreadfully burnt as to occasion her death; and at Chalford, on the body of SARAH HART, who fell into the fire in a fit, and was there found dead.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Moreton in the Marsh, on the body of THOS. WEBB, who died whilst in the act of dressing himself.  Verdict, Died in a fit of Apoplexy.

   At Northleach Prison, on the body of BENJ. PAINTER, whose death was accelerated by a tumour on the head, with which he had long been afflicted; at Cirencester, on the body of ELIZ. URSEL, who died suddenly; and at Nailsworth, in the parish of Avening, on the body of JANE CLARK, who was suddenly seized with spasms at the heart, and died instantly.  Verdict in the last three cases, Died by the Visitation of God.

May 8.  A distressing accident happened on Saturday last, at Newport, in this county.  As the Phoenix Coach from Bristol to this city was proceeding through that village, a little girl named LANE, daughter of one of Mr GILES’S  post boys, ran suddenly from the side of the road under the leaders, and was knocked down; and before the driver could pull up, the wheel had passed over her, and killed her on the spot.  No blame whatever was imputable to the coachman, Mr JOHN WATKINS, who is remarkable for his carefulness and steady driving, and who did all in his power to avoid the accident.  An inquest was held before Wm Joyner Ellis, Esq. and a verdict of Accidental Death returned.

INQUESTS.  Held this week before Wm J Ellis, Esq.  At St Briavels, on view of the body of THOMAS CLAY, who was at work in a stone quarry, with his father and brother, when a large quantity of stones and rubbish fell upon him, and killed him on the spot.  At Mangotsfield, on the body of JAMES BEACEY, a child about two years old, killed by being run over by a cart.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

   And at St. Philip & Jacob, on the body of ELIZA LASHBROOK, who had been missing from her home for a week, and was dragged out of a brick pit by a poodle dog.  Verdict, Found drowned.

   The following inquests have been taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  On Sunday last, at the Infirmary, on the body of WM. PARKER, whose death was occasioned by a fall from a building erecting near the basin of the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal, as mentioned in our last.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   And, on Monday, at Sandhurst, on the body of EDWIN WILLIAMS, aged 9 years, who is supposed to have fallen into the River Severn, whilst fishing for elvers on the Thursday preceding.  The body was not found till Sunday; and there being no evidence to show how or by what means he fell into the water, the Jury returned a verdict of Found drowned.

An inquest was lately taken at Painswick, before Wm Trigg, Esq. on view of the body of ANN SHEWELL, a pauper, who was seized, a few days before, with a malignant fever, of which she died  in a state of great debility.  The Jury, after a minute investigation, delivered a verdict - Died from disease, occasioned by want of proper food suitable to her case, as well as a great deficiency of bedding, to protect her properly from cold.

May 15.  An Inquest was taken at Clifford Chambers, in this county, on Monday last, before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, on view of a NEW BORN ILLEGITIMATE CHILD, son of MARIA MINCHIN.  The child had received a most violent fracture of the scull, from which its brains had escaped, and it survived only an hour after its birth.  After a patient  examination of the witnesses, and particularly of the surgeon who examined the body, the Jury returned a verdict of Wilful Murder against the mother, MARIA MINCHIN; when the Coroner made out his warrant for her commitment, and she will be sent to the County Gaol as soon as she can be removed with safety.

May 22.  INQUESTS. Taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  On Wednesday, at Cheltenham, on view of the body of HESTER FABERY COSIER, aged about 30, who hung herself in the upper room of an uninhabited and unfinished house, near Montpellier Baths; the deceased had been in the service of a tradesman in Cheltenham for several years past; about three months since she made an attempt to destroy herself by cutting her throat, and from that time had been in a very low and desponding way, so much so as at times to be entirely lost: she had been missing from her situation from Tuesday the 11th inst. and was not found till the 18th: the evidence being perfectly satisfactory, the Jury without hesitation returned a verdict of Lunacy.

   On Friday, at Hasfield, on the body of ISAAC FERRIS, aged near three years, who was killed in consequence of a large gate falling on him, which fractured his scull so violently as to cause his death instantaneously: the deceased, with other children, was at play in the road and passing by a gate which was loose, the post on which it hung having been broken down, and taking hold of the gate, it fell upon him and killed him on the spot.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

May 29.  FATAL OCCURRENCE.  A very melancholy event took place at the parish of St Philip & Jacob, in this county.  A widow woman, named HANNAH NUTT, residing in that parish, was in the house alone, when her son, JAS. NUTT, came in very much intoxicated, and began abusing his mother, and breaking the crockery ware.  She expostulated with him, and urged him to be quiet, but without effect; and at length sent for another son, named PHILIP, who came, and, finding all his efforts to pacify his brother were useless, at length put him out of the house.  James struck his brother, and tore his shirt and clothes, and they had a scuffle together, and James fell twice, the last time very heavily on his head on the floor.  He did not get up; and on their raising him, he was discovered to be quite dead.  An inquest was held before Wm Joyner Ellis, Esq. and a respectable Jury, and a verdict of Manslaughter against PHILIP NUTT returned.  He stands committed to our County Gaol for trial at the next Assizes.

   The following Inquests have been taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  On Wednesday, at the County Prison, on view of the body of GEORGE HARRIS, aged about 29 years, a prisoner, convicted at the last Assizes for stealing a watch from the house of GEO. HOWELL at Ashelworth: the prisoner went to bed on the evening before apparently in good health, and on the turnkey going to his cell the next morning found him dead in bed.  Verdict, Found Dead by the Visitation of God.

   Thursday, at Cheltenham, on the body of ANN TAYLOR, aged about 43 years, found drowned in the water of a lime pit al Allstone, near Cheltenham; the deceased had been for some time previous deranged in her mind, but no evidence could be produced to shew how or by what means she became 

drowned; and as no marks of violence appeared on her body, the Jury returned a verdict of Found Drowned.  The deceased was a very industrious woman, and has left a husband and four young children.

   COMMITMENTS: PHILIP NUTT.

Jun 5.  OBITUARY.  Yesterday se’nnight, after a few days’ illness, occasioned by a fall from his horse, Mr FRANCIS HOLBORROW, of Hillsley, in this county.

Jun 12.  On Friday, a labourer in a fit of insanity, threw himself into a coal pit at Camerton, and was killed on the spot.

DISTRESSING OCCURRENCE.   Two young men, brothers, of the age of 17 and 20, sons of Mr J. GRANT, cabinet maker, Culver street, Bristol, were drowned early on Sunday morning last, while bathing in the Float, near the Glass house, on the sea banks.

FATAL ACCIDENT.  

On Monday evening, as Mr AVERILL, surgeon, Cheltenham, was mounting a spirited horse opposite his residence in Rodney terrace, the animal suddenly began to rear and plunge, and before Mr Averill could disengage his foot from the stirrup, he fell, and struck his head with great force against the curb stone, while the horse, in endeavouring to escape, trod or kicked the unfortunate gentleman on the temple.  He was immediately carried home by several bystanders, the blood streaming in torrents from the wounds in his head, and in a few minutes he was attended by the most eminent professional men in the town.  All surgical assistance, however, was in vain, as he had received so violent an injury of the brain, that after lingering for about an hour in a state of insensibility, he expired.  An inquest was held on the following day, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, and the jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death.  By this fatal and distressing event, society has been deprived of a gentleman at the early age of thirty four, whose success and skill as a surgeon had placed him at the head of his profession; while, in addition to his honourable and useful qualification, he united goodness of heart, an amiable disposition, and extensive literary acquirements.

DREADFUL SUICIDE.

On Monday last, an inquest was held at Bishops Cleeve, on the body of Mrs CATHERINE DA COSTA, aged about 56 years, who shot herself with a blunderbuss, loaded with powder and bullets, in the house of her tenant and neighbour, JOHN WILKES.  The deceased had been for a great length of time much distracted in her mind, and continually kept firearms loaded, which she frequently carried with her.  On Friday night, while in Wilkes’s house, she sent for her blunderbuss, declaring it was her only protection, and having loaded it with powder and bullets, which she carried about her person in a tin case, about twelve o’clock, notwithstanding several persons were in the room, she suddenly discharged the piece against her left breast, and shot herself thro’ the heart, from which she instantly died.  Altho’ her connections were very respectable, yet no person was appointed by them to attend her, tho’ her situation was well known to them.  The Jury, which was very respectable, being perfectly satisfied with the evidence, without hesitation returned a verdict of Insanity.

   Yesterday afternoon, as the team belonging to Mr Brown, of Cheltenham, was returning home from Newent with a load of cider, about three miles on this side of the town, the waggoner, who was very much intoxicated, fell from the shafts on which he was riding, and the wheels passing over him, broke both his thighs.

INQUESTS.  Taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Taddington Hill, Stanway, on the body of CHARLES CAREY, aged about 30, who was killed by a gun shot.  The deceased was in the habit of carrying a gun with him about his farm, and while resting on it, in a ground near to the house, it 

suddenly went off, and lodging the contents in his head, killed him on the spot.  The deceased was greatly respected by his friends and family.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Keynton, Temple Guiting, on the body of  Mr JOHN MARTIN, farmer, aged about 76.  On Tuesday afternoon, he had returned home with his team, and had put the horses in the stable, but not going to dinner as usual, his housekeeper went to see after him, and found him dead near the manger.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.     

Jun 19.

Jun 26.  The Rev. THOS. COOKE, Rector of Wickwar, in this county, whilst conversing with one of his parishioners on Tuesday last, suddenly fell from his chair and instantly expired.  He was much beloved and is greatly lamented by all classes in the neighbourhood.

INQUESTS.  Taken last week before W Joyner Ellis, Esq. Coroner.  At Brockwear, on ELIZABETH PUGH, aged 59, who was found early on Wednesday morning in a field between Woollaston and Brockwear in a dying state, and was a corpse before she could be removed home.  It appeared she was in the practice of travelling that neighbourhood on errands, and had been at Woollaston the evening preceding, where she had drunk too much cider and it is supposed she lay down, and it being a very wet cold night, fell a victim to the inclemency of the weather.   At Wotton Underedge, on SAMUEL BALLIN, a hawker, who fell from his chair in a fit of passion, and expired instantly.  Verdicts, Sudden Death by the Visitation of God.

   At Lidney on a lad named JOHN JAY, drowned in a brook whilst dipping water for the purpose of making mortar.  At Oldbury upon Severn, on ELIZABETH LIMBRICK, a child about two years old, who had strayed from her parents’ house to an adjoining brook, where she fell in and was drowned.  Verdicts, Accidental Death.

Jul 3.  AWFULLY SUDDEN DEATH.  An instance of sudden death has unexpectedly plunged the family of THOS. MINSTER, Esq. an old and respectable inhabitant of Cheltenham, into the deepest affliction.  Mrs Minster had been spending the evening with a few friends, and was returning home in company with two ladies and a servant, when within a few yards of her own house she suddenly fell on the pavement and instantly expired.  Medical assistance was promptly procured; but every means failed to restore animation - the vital spark had fled forever!

MELANCHOLY ACCIDENT.

A very distressing event occurred in Bristol river on Tuesday evening.  A party of individuals proceeded in a boat to visit their friends on board the ship Ann, lately arrived from Jamaica, and now lying at King road.  On their return, in consequence of having been too liberally treated with grog, a quarrel arose between two of the party, just as they entered the river, and the boat was upset, by which event two men, three women, and a child, were drowned!  The boat men and two of the ship’s crew, who were coming up as passengers, swam on shore.

INQUESTS.

Lately taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.   At the County Prison, on view of the body of CHARLES FEREBEE, aged 44, a prisoner in the Penitentiary, who died of a dysentery.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Chipping Campden, on the body of  GEO. NEALE, aged 78, who hung himself on a hawthorn tree in a field near Campden: it appeared that he had been in a desponding way for some days, and the Jury returned a verdict, Insanity.

At Clifford Chambers, on the body of JOSIAH PRENTICE, aged 67, who, whilst digging in a field, fell down and instantly expired.  And at the County Prison, on the body of JAMES JOHNS, aged 21, a prisoner in the Penitentiary, who died of a consumption.  Verdicts, Died by the Visitation of God.

Jul 10.  On Monday, an inquest was taken before W Trigg, Esq. on view of the body of A NEWBORN MALE CHILD, which was found floating in the River Severn, on the Eastington shore.  A ligature was three times bound tightly round the throat, which suffocated the infant.  After a patient investigation, the Jury returned a Verdict, Wilful Murder against some person or persons unknown.

Jul 17.  On Monday last, an inquest was held at Clifton, before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, on THOMAS BLAKE, who was found in a dying state on Clifton Down on the Friday preceding, and died on being removed to a house at Clifton.  It appeared that he had been attending on a party of gentlemen playing cricket, and took the opportunity of the temporary absence of the person having charge of the Booth, to drink nearly a quart of whiskey.  He then ran out of the tent, and was immediately afterwards found in an insensible state, in which he continued till he died.  Verdict, Died from the effects of drinking a large quantity of spirituous liquor.

   On Saturday last, an Inquest was held before the same Coroner, at Hanham, near Keynsham, on the body of AN UNKNOWN FEMALE found floating in the river Avon.  No evidence appearing how she came by her death a verdict was returned of Found dead.

Jul 24.

Jul 31.

Aug 7.  SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE.  On Saturday last, two men named WM. JONES and JOS. SNEED, were taken into custody at the Dog Inn, at Over, near this city, on suspicion of horse-stealing.  They were immediately conveyed before a neighbouring Magistrate, Captain HOWARD, of Maisemore, who remanded them to gaol for further examination.  On their way to prison, however, whilst crossing the Maisemore bridge, in a desperate attempt to make his escape, Jones threw himself over the bridge into the Severn and was drowned.  The body was not discovered till some days after.  An inquest was taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when the Jury being satisfied that he had no intention to destroy himself but that his object was to effect his escape, a verdict was returned of Accidental Death.

INQUESTS. 

Taken by John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Saint Briavels, on the body of THOMAS POWELL, who fell from a bridge on his return to Ellwood, whereby he was so much injured in the spine as to cause his death the next day.  At Gretton, on the body of CHARLES MINCHIN, aged four years, who was killed in consequence of a wall falling on him while at play.  At the South Hamlet, on the body of AMELIA DREW, aged two years, who fell into a large pan of water, and was drowned before assistance could be given.  Verdict in each case, Accidental Death.

   At Ashchurch, on the body of EDWARD WILSON, who fell from a cart loaded with hay, and was so much injured in the spine as to cause his death the next day.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Churcham, on the body of THOMAS HARTLAND, aged about 78 years, who while on the road at work, suddenly fell down and expired.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

Aug 14.  OBITUARY.  Tuesday, suddenly, in consequence of a fall from his horse, aged 53, Mr THOMAS ELLIOTT, of Huntley, in this county.

CHARGE OF MURDER.

On Monday, an inquest was held at Upton upon Severn, on the body of JANE, wife of WILLIAM WHITE, labourer, who died on the preceding Saturday.  After a long investigation, White, the husband, and T.CROCKETT, were committed to gaol, (the former as principal, the latter as accessory,) on a charge of having administered to the deceased, on the Sunday preceding her death, a quantity of corrosive sublimate, with a view to procure abortion.

   On Saturday last, a youth about fourteen years of age, named ALFRED CHARLES JONES, having been on board the brig Royalist, moored in the middle of our Basin, was sculling himself on shore, when by some accident he lost his balance, and falling into the water was drowned.  When the body was picked up, great pains were taken to restore animation, but they were of no avail, the vital spark being totally extinct.  An inquest was held upon the body, and a verdict of Accidental Death returned.

Aug 21.  FATAL ACCIDENT.  On Tuesday evening, as THOMAS NIBLETT, carter to Mr Hawkins, of the Hawthorns, was returning from Cheltenham with a waggon load of manure, in going down Apperley pitch, he neglected to lock the wheel, and the waggon consequently was propelled with fearful velocity, and the unfortunate man was so dreadfully crushed between the wheels and the bank, as to cause almost instant death.  There is no doubt that his want of caution was occasioned by intoxication.  An inquest was held on the body before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when a verdict of Accidental Death was returned.

Aug 28.  ASSIZES:  One Year’s Imprisonment.  .... And DAVID GREGORY, for the manslaughter of JEREMIAH BOSWELL. [The last named prisoner, David Gregory, was indicted for the murder of Jeremiah Boswell, by stabbing him with a knife under circumstances which were fully detailed in our Journal of the 24th of April last; but after a very patient investigation, it was not considered by the Jury that the facts of the case were sufficiently strong to bear out the capital part of the charge.]

Acquitted: PHILIP NUTT.  Not True Bill: MARIA MINCHIN.

Sep 4.  On Friday afternoon, a girl named HANKS, working at the manufactory of Messrs Barnard, Bliss, and Barnard, at Nailsworth, was feeding the devil or trilley, when she got entangled with a strap belonging to the machinery, and, dreadful to relate, her hand was torn off, her arm broken in two places, and her person otherwise so severely injured as to render her case hopeless.  She was immediately conveyed to our Infirmary.

AWFUL INSTANCES OF SUDDEN DEATH.   The following inquests have been this week taken by John Cooke, Esq. Coroner:  On Monday last, at Cheltenham, on the body of WM. WOOD, who, on Sunday evening, went into a public house, with his child, and called for a pint of ale.  After taking a small glass, he suddenly fell from his seat and instantly expired.  On Thursday at Cheltenham, on the body of JAS. HOOPER, who, on the preceding evening, went into the Fleece tap room, for the purpose of reading the papers, and while so engaged fell on the settle where he was sitting, and, exclaiming “Oh!God!” almost immediately expired.  Verdict in each case, Died by the Visitation of God.

Sep 11.  SUDDEN DEATH.  On Thursday evening, Mr HENRY FRY, Sen. a farmer residing at Hay lane, near Horsley, in this county, after eating a hearty supper, retired to bed in apparent good health, and died a few minutes afterwards.

Sep 18.

Sep 25.  INQUESTS.  Taken this week before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.  At Cheltenham, on the body of JOHN HANCOCK, who had been taken to the poor house, and had ascended the stairs to go to a bed 

room, when he suddenly fell on his knees, and almost instantly expired.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

   At Littleworth, on the body of DAVID ROBERTS, Captain of the brig Speedwell.  The deceased had been at a public house in Gloucester, with several friends, where he remained till between one and two o’clock, on Tuesday morning, and then left for the purpose of going on board his vessel, lying in the basin of our canal.  The night was very dark; and it is supposed that he missed his footing going on board, and fell into the canal and was drowned.  No marks of violence appearing on his body, and no evidence to shew how or by what means he was drowned, the Jury returned a verdict of Found drowned.

   At the same place, on the body of JAMES M’GEARY, found drowned.  The deceased was mate of the brig Unity, lying in the basin of the canal, and left a public house in this city about eleven o’clock, on Monday night, by direction of his Captain, to go on board his vessel.  His hat was found next morning floating on the water; when immediate search was made for the body; which was found about seven o’clock.  No evidence appeared to shew the maner of his falling into the canal, and no marks of violence appearing on the body, the Jury, as in the former case, returned a verdict, Found drowned.  The unfortunate man has left a wife and three small children totally destitute; but, we understand, a subscription was entered into by the captains and crews of the different vessels in the basin, from which, after defraying the funeral expenses, nearly 8l. have been transmitted through the bank of Messrs Russell and Skey, for their present support.

Oct 2.  INQUESTS.  MELANCHOLY CASE.  See notes.

   Inquests have been held by the same Coroner [WJE] , at St Philip & Jacob, on the body of JOHN WARD, killed by being rode over in the Coronation road, by a person much intoxicated, riding furiously along, on his return from Backwell fair.  The Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death, with a deodand of 10 l. on the horse.

   At North Nibley, on the body of a labouring  man named WM. CLARK, who was found dead in the field, where he had been digging potatoes.  Verdict, Sudden Death by the visitation of God.

Oct 9.  SAMUEL JONES appointed Coroner.

INQUESTS.  Taken before Wm Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  At Stroud, on the body of BEN. ROBERTSON, who hanged himself in a bedroom, at the Rising Sun Inn, Stroud; Verdict, Felo de se.  He was buried without ceremony, in the churchyard, between the hours of nine and twelve o’clock at night.

   At Horsley, on the body of MARY TERRETT, aged 80, who dropt down dead in the road, near her own door.  At Kingstanley, on the body of DAN. TOWNNSHEND, who was found dead in his bed, at the work house.  Verdict in each case, Sudden Death.

   At Stonehouse, on the body of JAMES HOLDER, who fell into the Stroud Canal when winching up the lasher of the lock at Dudbridge, from the handle slipping off; he was instantly drowned.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Oct 16.  On Sunday last, a very awful instance of sudden death occurred, at Nibley, near Blakeney, in this county.  Mr JOHN WILLIAMS, a respectable farmer, was observed by a neighbour going along the high road towards a farm he occupied at Lidney; and in about ten minutes afterwards, he was found on his back in the road, quite dead.

Oct 23.  FATAL ACCIDENT.   On Monday afternoon, JAS. BREWER, a mason, was precipitated from the upper part of one of the new houses in Lansdown Crescent, Cheltenham, in consequence of the stone work which he was setting having given way.  He was immediately carried to the Casualty Hospital, and 

although every attention was paid to him, the injuries he received were so serious that he died on the following morning.  He was an industrious, sober, steady man, and has left a widow to lament his death.  [See Nov 6.]

Oct 30.  AWFUL INSTANCE OF SUDDEN DEATH.  On Saturday night last, Mrs RICHARDSON, of Fir Cottage, Cheltenham, retired to bed in the apparent enjoyment of good health, and on the following morning she was found a corpse.  An inquest was held on the body, on Monday, before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, and a respectable Jury.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.  [see also Obituary, below.]

OBITUARY.  Sunday morning, at her residence, Fir Cottage, Cheltenham, SARAH, wife of JOHN RICHARDSON, Esq. late of Cirencester; she retired to bed in full enjoyment of her usual health, and in the morning was found a corpse.

Nov 6.  INQUESTS.  Taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner. At Cheltenham, on view of the body of JAMES BREWER; whilst at work at a building at Lansdown terrace, a large stone fell and knocked down on the scaffold on which he was standing, by which he was so much injured as to cause his death the next morning.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Whaddon, on the body of A MAN UNKNOWN; the deceased, who appeared to be about 60 years of age, was seen walking on the turnpike road by a woman named COLLIER, and in a few minutes after was found a corpse.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.  The deceased was dressed in a dark brown short coat, dark waistcoat, breeches, and worsted stockings; in his pockets was found a memorandum, “Mr Williams, Newent-road,”  he had a hoe and walking stick with him, and a small bag or wallet with some apples.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of SARAH SALMON, who went to bed apparently in good health in the evening, and on the next morning, was found dead by her daughter and servant girl, who slept in the same room; no marks of violence appearing on the body, the Jury returned a verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Gretton, on the body of SUSANNAH PORTER, a child about six months old, who fell on the fire in the temporary absence of her mother, and was so dreadfully burnt as to cause her death the next day.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Winchcomb, on the body of ROBT. FISHER, who fell from a hay loft on the ground, and was so much injured in the head and body, as to cause his death in a few hours.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

   At Newent, on the body of THOMAS STONE, mason, aged about 65 years, who, while at work at the house of  Mr Hollister, surgeon, of that place, suddenly fell on his back in the presence of those with whom he was at work, and instantly expired.  Verdict, Died by the visitation of God.

Nov 13.  MELANCHOLY CATASTROPHE.  On Wednesday se’nnight, as Mr J STEPHENS, of Aylburton, was in the act of going into his stables, one of the cart horses suddenly kicked the door, which sprung back and struck him such a violent blow on the temple, that he fell with the back part of his head upon some rough stones, which caused a concussion of the brain; and altho’ medical aid was immediately at hand, and every means used, he expired about three o’clock the same evening.  He was much beloved and respected by all who knew him.  An inquest was held before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, and a verdict of Accidental Death was returned.

   On Monday last, a fatal accident, arising from incautious use of firearms, took place at Beckford, in this county.  Two brothers named WILLIAM COLLEY, aged 15, and JOHN, aged 11, were out for the purpose of shooting small birds, when as the latter was handing the gun to his brother, the piece went off and the entire contents were lodged in the breast of William, who was killed upon the spot.  An inquest 

was held on the body the following day before J Cooke, Esq. Coroner, when a verdict of Accidental Death was returned.

Nov 20.  INQUESTS.  Lately taken before Wm Trigg, Esq. Coroner.  At Chalford Hill, on the body of CHARLES MASON, who was found dead on the floor of his house.  Circumstances transpired which induced the jury to believe that his wife had suffered the body to remain there some time, to afford her an opportunity of removing some goods.  A minute investigation took place.  At Rodborough, on the body of THOMAS BUSHELL, a pensioner, who died suddenly from mortification of the legs, which had long been diseased in consequence of the bite of a centipede, when serving abroad.  At Painswick, on the body of JAMES WOOD, a pauper, who was found dead in his lodgings.  Verdict, in each of the above cases, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At Painswick, on the body of JAMES GOLDING, a chaise driver, who fell from his horse, when in a state of intoxication, and was run over by the wheel of a van.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Dec 4.  INQUESTS.  Taken before John Cooke, Esq. Coroner.   At Cheltenham, on view of the body of ALFRED WILLIAMS, aged about three years, and at Westbury, on the body of GEO. BRABANT, about five years old; it appeared, their clothes caught fire, during the temporary absence of their parents, and they were both so much burnt, as to occasion their deaths in a very short time.  Verdict, in each case, Accidental Death.

   At the County Prison, on the body of ROBERT HOWES, aged 21, who died from an affection of the chest.  Verdict, Died by the Visitation of God.

   At the South Hamlet, on the body of WM. BURION, aged 55, who was found dead in a lime kiln, near Lanthony, in the South Hamlet; the deceased had been in the habit of lying on the likn at night for many weeks past; on Saturday morning last, on the return of the workmen from breakfast, they found the deceased lying on the kiln dead; the right side of deceased was a little burnt, as it is supposed from the heat of the kiln.  No evidence appearing as to the real cause of his death, the Jury returned a verdict, Found Dead.

   At Cheltenham, on the body of Mr THOS. BISHOP, tailor, who shot himself with a loaded gun: the deceased on Momnday had spent the evening at an Inn, and on his return home, he went down to the kitchen when he loaded his gun, leaving the shot belt and powder horn on the dresser, came uptairs, went into his garden, and discharged the contents of his gun into his stomach and bowels, from which he almost instantly expired.  Circumstances appeared in evidence which satisfied the minds of the Jury, who, without hesitation, returned a verdict of Lunacy.  The deceased was much respected by those with whom he was acquainted.

   A melancholy instance of the fatal effects resulting from the incautious use of firearms occurred at Breadstone, in this county, on Wednesday last.  Some young men in the neighbourhood had been amusing themselves by firing at pigeons, and had afterwards gone into a beer shop, at Breadstone, for refreshment, and the guns were placed in a corner of the room.  During the evening a discussion arose as to the possibility of a percussion cap blowing out a candle, and a young man, named BENDALL, took up one of the guns, which he considered not to be loaded, and, placing the muzzle near the candle, fired it off, when the whole of the charge entered the groin of a young man, named DAVID KING, a carpenter of Berkeley, who lingered in a sad state till Sunday morning, when he died.   An inquest has since been held before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner, and a verdict of Accidental Death returned.

INQUESTS. 

Held last week before WJ Ellis, Esq. Coroner.  At Aylburton, on EDWARD HADDOCK, found in dying state in his house, which he had entered but a few minutes before in perfect health.  Verdict, Died by the sudden visitation of God.

   At Acton Turville, on MARY ANN NEWMAN, aged six years, burnt to death in the temporary absence of her mother.  Verdict, Accidental Death.

Dec 11.  On Wednesday night, Mr WM. RUMLEY, Jun. pilot of Pill, having taken the Ebenezer, West Indiaman, down Channel, when off Lundy was about to quit her, and, in attempting to get on board his own skiff, unfortunately fell between her and the ship, and was drowned.

Dec 18.

Dec 25.    

