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                             Gloucestershire Inquests, 1768


1768

Jan 18.  On Thursday an elderly man fell into one of the pits that are so injudiciously dug by the roadside near the New Barn, and perished.

   Two boys were frozen to death at Cowley, and several others have been lost.

Feb 1.  On Thursday, one of the most horrid instances of barbarity was perpetrated at Wotton Underedge, in this county, that ever was heard of, by one SAMUEL WALLINGTON, a shearman, who, about 10 o’clock in the morning left his work and went home, and killed his father.  He first knocked the poor man down with a hammer, and afterwards cut his head almost off.  It seems he had frequently for some time past threatened to kill him for opposing his inclinations to marry.  The villain afterwards went and told what he had done, to some of his neighbours, and he was immediately apprehended and committed to our castle.

Feb 8.  On Wednesday morning, Owner SMITH, of Tewkesbury, was unfortunately killed, by the falling of a mast upon his vessel, coming up the Severn near Framilode.

Feb 15.  The Owner who was killed on board his vessel, as mentioned in our last, was Owner E------- of Tewkesbury, not Owner SMITH. 

Mar 7.  Assizes:  WILLIAM MARKS for the murder of his wife; SAMUEL WALLINGTON for the murder of his father.

Mar 14.  WILLIAM MARKS, committed for the murder of his wife, was convicted only of manslaughter, and burnt in the hand and ordered to be imprisoned for six months.  

   SAMUEL WALLINGTON, for the murder of his father, was acquitted, as insane.

May 2.  On Wednesday last, HESTER PEYTON, of Rodborough, was found guilty by the Coroner’s Inquest of the murder of her bastard child; it appeared by the evidence taken by Mr Nayler, Coroner, that as soon as the child was born she dislocated its neck, and then wrapt it in a d[ay] shift and put it under the rug of the bed, - went to a neighbour’s house and complained - her landlady had used her ill in suspecting her to be with child; but the fact was soon discovered and the woman is now in custody till she is fit to be committed to gaol.

May 9.  On Wednesday last, Mr LAURENCE MILLS was elected one of the Coroners for this county, in the room of Mr BAUGH.

Jun 6.  Commitments:  JOHN JAMES, for killing THOMAS TILLADAMS, in a fray at Winterbourne.

Jul 18.  For trial: HESTER PEYTON.

Jul 25.  HESTER PEYTON was acquitted of the murder of her child, as it appeared she had made known her condition to her mother, and had prepared the linen for the child.

Oct 24.  A few days ago a lad [THOMAS KITCHEN]  about eight years old, who had been sent to borrow a gun at Lower Slaughter, and was carrying it down the village, not knowing it was loaded, unfortunately snapt it at some children, when the piece went off, and killed the daughter of Mr JOHN COLLET, of that place.

Oct 31.  Commitments: THOMAS KITCHEN, (the lad mentioned in our last) for killing BETTY COLLETT.

On Wednesday evening the 2d of this instant, between five and six o’clock, a lad about seventeen, an apprentice to Mr HENRY LAWRENCE, in Temple street Bristol, was sent to speak with the Captain of the Chepstow boat, then lying in Bristol Back, and going across the plank from one vessel to the other, his foot missed the plank, and he fell between the vessels, and was drowned.  His body is not yet found, and there being a great fresh in the river he is supposed to be carried into Kingroad, if any of the watermen upon the river Severn, or in the Bristol Channel, should find him, and will give notice to his master, or to his unhappy father Mr LOCKIER, Postmaster at Wotton underedge, they shall be rewarded for their trouble.

Dec 26.  On Saturday morning an unfortunate accident happened to farmer RUCK’s brother, who was coming down to this market with corn.  As he was walking by the side of the mill house in a place called the Fair Mile, between this and Horseferry Bridge, he fell down across the rut, and both the waggon wheels went over him, and killed him on the spot.   

