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Gloucestershire Inquests, 1735


Jan 7. Gloucester, Jan 4, 1735.  The Same Day [Wednesday last] EDGAR GUEST, Esq; was chosen a Coroner for this County, in the room of THOS. MACHIN, deceas’d.

Mar 11.  Gloucester Assizes, Mar 8.  HESTER PINION, for the Murder of her Bastard Child; …

Advertisement.  Whereas ROBERT DAVIS of Deighton, Gloucestershire, about five Foot nine Inches high, longish favour’d, pale complexion, round shoulder’d, about 44 years of Age, a Cordwainer by Trade, has been found guilty, by my Inquest, of Wilful Murder; whoever shall apprehend him, and bring him to Justice, shall have two Guineas Reward, and reasonable charges, paid by the proper Officers of the aforesaid Parish.

Edgar Guest, Coroner.

Apr 22.  Gloucester, April 19.  There have been like wise brought to the said Gaol, since the Assizes, a woman for the Murder of her Bastard Child, and a Man on Suspicion of committing a Crime of the like Nature.

Also:

Thomas Winn’s protest advert., and Sheriff’s Notice re Thomas Machen, deceased.

Apr 29.  Adverts by Sheriff, T Winn, Edgar Guest and William Barnes.

May 6.  Advert. By Thomas Winn.

May 13.  May 10 – Election of Thos. Winn Wednesday last; Votes Winn 675, Guest 465.

Gloucestershire Notes and Queries, 1309, page 364-65.

The Election of a Coroner in 1735.

On the death of Thomas Machen, one of the corners for Gloucestershire, the sheriff ordered the election of his successor  to take place at Mangotsfield – apparently with the intention of favouring a candidate residing in that district, Mr Edgar Guest, who was elected.  A gentleman, however, who was possibly an unsuccessful competitor, appealed to the Court of Chancery, which annulled the election.  A new sheriff (Thomas Lingen) had by this time come into office, and that gentleman convened the freeholders to a county court to be held at Painswick, the town in which dwelt the applicant to the Lord Chancellor.  The following were the addresses of the rival candidates, as published in the Gloucester Journal of April 29:-

To the Gentlemen and Freeholders of the County of Gloucester.  Thomas Winn, of Painswick, humbly represents that he has at a great expence to himself alone, obtained an order out of the High Court of Chancery, for making void a late election of a Coroner at Mangotsfield, near Bristol, by reason of some corrupt influences and indirect measures used and taken in the procuring and compleating such election there.  Which, he apprehended, very much tended to defeat the good intentions of the laws in the appointment of such an officer, and the rights and privileges of the freeholders in choosing him.  Therefore the said Thomas Winn humbly hopes, that at the ensuing election of a coroner he shall be favoured with the votes and interest of all the freeholders that are true lovers of the liberty and privileges of their country.

To the Freeholders of the County of Gloucester.  Your vote and interest are desir’d for Mr Edgar Guest, to be chosen Coroner for this county; he living about five miles from Bristol, and on the borders of Kingswood, where are many coal-works: And the great parish of St Philip & St Jacob by Bristol has generally more accidents that require the presence of a coroner, than all the county besides.  One of the present coroners lives at Painswick, another near it, and the third at Lidney in the Forest.  The great distance they live at causes and unreasonable expence to poor families, and parishes, where accidents happen, and many crimes may go unpunished for want of proper enquiry.  N.B.  No candidate offers near than Painswick, besides Mr Guest, who has been chosen, and acted, ‘till superseded by my Lord Chancellor (tho’ without any fault of his own) upon the petition of one Mr Winn, of Painswick, whose great expence, as he calls it, is ordered by my Lord Chancellor to be paid him, and who stands a candidate, and who, if chosen, would make three coroners within three or four miles of each other.  EDGAR GUEST.

The election took place on the 7thy May, and resulted in the return of Mr Winn, who polled 675 votes, against 465 recorded for his opponent.
Jun 10.  Gloucester, June 9.  Tewkesbury, 5 boys on Avon, 3 drowned.
