Deaths of Outlawed Slaves by Violent or Suspicious Means
Noted in the Journals of the Burgesses of Virginia


The following notes are from the Journals of the House of Burgesses of Virginia.  They record proceedings and petitions concerning compensation claims for outlawed slaves who had been killed resisting capture, had died in custody, had committed suicides, etc.  They contain a record of a number of homicides committed against and by enslaved Virginians.  These petitions should appear as well in the Order Books for individual county courts, which met regularly as Courts of Claims to decide whether requests for compensation for the deaths of outlawed slaves should be honored.  Because, however, so many early county court records have been lost for Virginia, these petitions are a valuable record of slave deaths, even though many of these petitions asked the Burgesses to overturn denials of compensation by county courts.


The petitions appear first in the late 1720s and run through 1775.  The spreadsheet available on the HVD includes 132 cases:  homicides committed by and against slaves, outlawed slaves who were found dead, others who drowned fleeing capture or died in jail, etc.
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H. R. McIlwaine, ed., Journals of the Burgesses of Virginia, 1619-1658/9 (Richmond, Va.:  The Colonial Press, E. Waddey Co., 1915), v. 1.
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@John Pendleton Kennedy, ed., Journals of the Burgesses of Virginia, 1770-1772 (Richmond, 1906), v. 12.

@John Pendleton Kennedy, ed., Journals of the Burgesses of Virginia, 1773-1776 (Richmond, 1905), v. 13.


Homicide / Attempted Murders / SuicidesPRIVATE 


8/12/1736 (254):  HOM SLAVES by SLAVE / AIK on son of MASTER by SLAVE / RELATIVE CHILDREN (SLAVES) by MOTHER / SUI:  (3 adult slaves & at least 2 slave children)  ARSON:  pet. of Wm Cox.  His negro woman slave broke open his house, stole several goods, "desperately wounded his Son, burnt his Tobacco-house, murdered Three other of his Slaves, her Children, and drowned herself; whereby, he is reduced to poverty."  3/13/1736 (254):  true.  Allowed 60 l.


8/20/1736 (262):  HOM HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE / SUI:  pet. of Wm Morris of New Kent Co.  his negro man slave murdered another of his slaves and afterwards murdered himself.


8/20/1736 (262):  HOM HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE / SUI:  pet. of Joseph Peace of Hanover Co, that one of his slaves who had murdered "another of them" & afterwards hanged himself.


May 11, 1742 (12, 27):  HOM OUTLAW:  by SLAVE by SLAVE:  Petition of John Shelton of Hanover Co.  Rejected at last session by the Committee on Public Claims because the County Clerk had neglected to certify in writing that a warrant of outlawry "was issued against a Negro wench."  //  May 18, 1742:  Allowance "for a Negro Wench, who was outlawed and murdered by another Negro."  Granted 35 l. compensation.


May 12, 1742 (14, 27):  HOM OVERSEER by SLAVE / SUI:  SUI OUTLAW:  Petition of Zachary Lewis.  Sacco, a negro slave belonging to him, "who having murdered his Overseer, and fled to avoid Punishment, was found to have hanged himself."  //  May 18, 1742.  True.  Granted 40 l. compensation.


9/12/1744 (86, 94):  HOM OVERSEER by SLAVE / SUI:  SUI OUTLAW:  Henry Wythe petitions that a slave of his, "being about to be apprehended, on Suspicion of having poisoned his Overseer, ran away, and being out-lawed, drowned himself, into order to prevent his being taken."  Seeks allowance.  // 9/17/1744:  claim proved.  Granted 30 l.


* Sept. 24, 1744 (104, 109):  HOM / SUI:  HOM WIFE of SLAVE by SLAVE / SUI OUTLAW:  Harry (a slave of Moore Fauntleroy) m. his wife.  Outlawed.  Drowned himself.  25 l. compensation awarded to MF.  //  Sept. 24, 1744 (104, 109):  Petition of Moor Fantleroy:  "Harry, a Slave of his, having killed his Wife, also a Slave of his, ran away; and being out-lawed, some small Time after, drowned himself."  //  Sept. 28, 1744:  "the Allegations of the said Petition are true; and that he ought to be paid Twenty Five Pounds."  [copied to Richmond County homicides]


11/7/1753 (111):  HOM UNK SLAVE by SLAVE / SUI:  pet. of Joseph Hale for allowance for a negro who hanged himself, "having first committed a Murder on another Negroe."  Ordered to lie on the table.  11/27/1753 (138):  the allegations "not sufficiently proved."


May 19, 1755 (260-1, 271):  HOM (2 murders) / SUI:  SUI OUTLAW:  of MASTER'S SON & OF a SLAVE by a SLAVE:  Petition of Stephen Watkins.  "That some Time last Year, he having walked out from Home, in his Absence lost one of his Children, and a Negroe Man Slave, who were murdered by another Negroe Slave, belonging to the Petitioner:  That the Petitioner being informed thereof, immediately procured several Persons to go armed in pursuit of the Murderer, who had run off, in order to bring him to Justice; but before they could come up with him, he had hanged himself, to avoid as the Petitioner supposes, the Punishment of the Law.  That the Petitioner is an infirm old Man, and had no other Assistance to get his Living, than the two above mentioned Slaves; and praying, that he may be allowed the Value of the said Slave, who committed the Murder."  Referred to Committee of Claims.  //  May 26, 1755:  granted 40 l. for the slave.  Says that SW had "procured several Persons to go armed in Pursuit" of the murderer, "but before they could come up with him," he had hanged himself.


5/21/1755 (262):  AIK WIFE (SLAVE) by HUSBAND / SUI OUTLAW:  STABBED:  pet. of Kenneth MacKenzie, that a negro slave of his, named Harry, "having quarreled with his Wife, stabbed her in several Places, and imagining that she would die thereof, ran away."  Procured outlawry agst. Harry, "but before it could be published," Harry hanged himself.  Rejected.


3/10/1761 (203, 210):  HOM / SUI:  HOM OF MASTER:  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Elizabeth King for a slave who, after murdering her late husband, destroyed himself.  (210):  allowed 70 l.  March 10, 1761:  (203)  Petition from Elizabeth King, "praying to be allowed for a Slave who, after murdering her late Husband, destroyed himself."  March 12, 1761:  (210)  Petition from Elizabeth King, reasonable.  70 l. for the slave.


Nov. 5, 1764 (237):  HOM / SUI:  SUI OUTLAW:  HOM of WHITE MAN by a SLAVE:  Nov. 5, 1764:  Petition of Richard Bland and [Capt.] William Fleming, surviving executors of James Deans, deceased.  "That a Negro Woman Slave named Abbe, belonging to the said Dean's Estate, being committed to the Gaol of Prince George County on Suspicion of poisoning Doctor James Tyrie, since deceased, before the Time appointed for the Trial, she being conscious of her Guilt, hanged herself in the said Goal."


2/25/1772 (189):  AIK MISTRESS by SLAVE / SUI:  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Daniel Hamlin, that his negro man slave, Parriot, having attempted to murder his Mistress, & dangerously wounding her, ran away, was outlawed, & "afterwards killed himself."  2/27 (196):  DEPOSITIONS of Miller Woodson & Daniel Hamlin, Jr.  on 10/6/1770 at house of Daniel Hamlin saw DH's wife lying on a bed, in great distress, her head & arm much bruised & very bloody, "who informed them that it was occasioned by a NEgro," named Parriot.  From the wound & description of the weapon, they "suspected the said Negro had attempted to murder her."  On 2/20/1771 the deponents, again at the house of DH, were "conducted by one of the Family to a Place in the Woods, a small Distance from the House, where, it was supposed, the said Negro Parriot had hanged himself; that they there saw a human Scull, with several other Members of the Body," which they supposed were his remains & found wearing apparel that they "well knew" belonged to Parriot.  Discovered after the outlawry was made & before his master's family knew him to be dead.  DEPOSITIONS of Henry Hamlin & Thomas Roberts.  ditto.  DEPOSITIONS of John Rowlett & Stephen Neal.  In Feb., saw the remains.  Said they & the clothes matched the slave "that they heard outlawed at Church."  Rejected.


5/12/1774 (92):  HOM UNK WHITE WOMAN by SLAVE / SUI:  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Thomas Patterson of Buckingham Co.  a negro man slave of his, Tom, who had committed Murder & run away, was duly outlawed in May, 1773, "and was afterwards found dead, having shot himself as it is supposed with a Gun he had stolen, to prevent his being apprehended and tried for the said Offence."  5/13 (98):  the slave Tom, "who committed murder on a white Woman," & ran away, taking 2 of his master's guns, being sought for by the Sheriff of the county, in company with several other persons, & found dead with one of guns lying by him, "with which it was supposed he had shot himself."  Allowed 85 l.


6/3/1775 (181):  HOM RELATIVE CHILD (SLAVE) by MOTHER / SUI:  SUI OUTLAW:  BURNED:  pet. of Stephen Ham of Amherst Co.  On Sunday, 5/8/1774, a negro woman of his named Juda [Judy], while SH & his family were at church, murdered her son Cesar & afterwards set fire to the house "she lived in," the flames of which communicated to SH's house, by which both were consumed.  "in order to escape punishment, she rushed into the dwelling House, where it was on fire, and was much burnt before she could be taken out."  Apprehended & jailed to be tried for the crime, but died before her trial.  6/8 (204):  allowed 50 l.


Homicides / Attempted Murders / Found Dead

IF FOUND DEAD in jail of exposure or natural causes, not clearly a mansl. related to the outlawing, so not counted.


* Sept. 10, 1744 (84, 94-5):  HOM / FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  HOM by SLAVE of OVERSEER'S WIFE:  Petition of Joseph Molton, Jr., "That a Slave of his having murdered his Overseer's Wife, endeavoured to make his Escape, but was sometime afterwards found dead:  And that notwithstanding he made Application to a Justice to outlaw him, he failed to do it; and praying the Consideration of the House therein."  // 9/17/1744:  claim proved.  Granted 30 l.


* 9/19/1744 (97):  AIK HHLD FEMALE SLAVE by MALE SLAVE:  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  AIK by SLAVE of SLAVE:  pet. of Robert Farish that a negro man of his, having "attempted the Murder of a Negro Woman also belonging to him, and imagining he had succeeded in his Design, ran away."  After having been outlawed 2 months, found dead in the woods.  Petition denied.


March  1, 1745 (167, 187, 298):  HOM / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL (2 slaves):  HOM of OVERSEER by SLAVES:  CAS EXPOSURE:  March  1, 1745:  Petition of William Beverely, a member of the House of Burgesses:  "That some of his Negroes at Beverley-Park, having murdered their Overseer, Eight of them were apprehended, and committed for Tryal; upon which Tryal, only Two were found guilty, and executed:  But that through the Inclemency of the Weather, all the rest except one, were so frost-bitten, that Two died, One lost his Toes, and the others are still under the Surgeons Hands; and praying the Consideration of the House therein."  Ordered referred to the Committee of Claims.  //  March 14, 1745:  Reasonable.  Granted 94 l. for Guy & Maria, who died of frostbite, & 16 l. for the doctor's account; & asks that the case of negro Richmond & other damages sustained, together with the doctor's account from that time, be considered at the next session.  //  Nov. 22, 1748:  36 l. more in payments for the above damages.


* Nov. 7, 1748 (273, 297):  HOM / FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  HOM of SON OF MASTER [or of the SLAVE's SON?] by a SLAVE:  Petition of Joel Walker, "That a Negro of his murdered one of his Sons [assumed an adult], and ran away; and that being out-lawed, he was afterwards found dead."  Praying compensation.  Nov. 22, 1748:  allowed 45 l. for the slave.

Killed during Official Punishment by Court or While in Custody from Abuse
Classed with outlaw manslaughter


* 2/21/1754 (182):  STABBING / AIK MISTRESS by SLAVE / MANSL OUTLAW:  pet. of Mary Jones.  Harry, a slave of hers, in Dec. 1752, with a knife stabbed & wounded MJ in several places.  fG at court of O&T.  Whipped & had his ears cut off "on a very cold Day, he presently after, on the same Day died on his Return home."  Denied.


* 7/17/1771 (132):  MANSL OUTLAW:  CAS?  COUNT AS MANSL:  pet. of John Young of Dinwiddie Co.  Moses, a slave of his, having been sometime absent from his master's service & having committed thefts & outrages [felony & burglary] in the neighborhood, & being outlawed in due form, was apprehended & brought before a magistrate & charged with felony, there being strong proofs of his guilt.  Ordered by the magis. to be carried to prison.  But "before he could be committed, died, through some Mismanagement, as is suspected, in the Persons who apprehended him and were conveying him to the Court-House."  Defered till next session.  2/15/1772 (167, 169):  reintroduced.  Allowed.  3/4/1772 (210-211):  died a short time after the jailer received him, caused it is presumed "by the great Fatigue he underwent in endeavoring to escape his Pursuers."  allowed 80 l.


Suicide Outlaws

6/6/1740 (420):  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Elizabeth Monday of Essex Co., widow.  a negro Man Slave named Sharper, ran away & had been outlawed by her late husband, John Monday.  "upon Advice thereof, and to prevent his being taken, hanged himself."


5/29/1742:  SUI OUTLAW:  Mr. Anthony Walke, memb. of House of Burgesses, for a Negro man, "who, to avoid Punishment for breaking open his Store, fled, and drowned himself."  (43)  Rejected.  "it does not appear to them, that the negro man, Amos, was confederate with the other Negro Devonshire . . . in the Felony for which the said Devonshire was convicted and executed:  And that the Petitioner only endeavoured to apprehend, whip, and examine him, about Two Pair of Virginia Shoes; telling the said Amos, if he could prove he had been Confederate with the said Devonshire, he would prosecute him for it:  Upon which the said Amos broke away from his Overseer, and drowned himself."  (51)


5/29/1742:  SUI OUTLAW:  Charles Brown, for a Negro man slave, belonging to CB's two children (John & Mary Brown), who ran away & burned his kitchen, & being outlawed, "hanged himself."  (44)  Allowed 30 l.  (51)


Feb. 22, 1745 (158, 187):  SUI OUTLAW (2 slaves):  DRO of TWO OUTLAWED SLAVES:  her petition introduced.  //  March 14, 1745:  Petition of Mary Griffin.  "That she was  possessed of Two Negroe Slaves; that hearing Capt. Garnet's store was broke open and robb'd, in order to clear them, she searched their Cabbins, and found some Linen and other Goods which were stole, on which they ran away; and that in Order to bring them to Justice, she out-lawed, them, but never heard of them afterwards, until they were found drowned, which she believes they did to avoid the Punishment of the Law."  True account.  Reasonable.  Allowed 60 l. for the slaves.


11/3/1748 (268):  SUI OUTLAW:  DRO of SLAVE:  JOhn Evans, a negro woman of his ran away, continued "lurking and doing Mischief for two Months, that she was Out-lawed, and being apprehended and tied to be brought home to him, she made her Escape and drowned herself."  Denied.


11/9/1748 (280):  SUI OUTLAW:  SUI HANG:  / AIK or AGA by SLAVE on MASTER & MASTER's BROTHER:  pet. of Robert Daniel.  a negro of his attacked him & his brother & "having much wounded his Brother, to avoid Punishment, he absconded; That he procured him to be out-lawed, some time after which, he hanged himself."  Pet. denied.


3/10/1752 (27):  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Robert Adams for a negro, runaway and outlawed, who hanged himself.  Denied.


3/19/1752 (43):  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Benj. Branch of Southampton Co. a runaway negro of BB, "having long continued to be guilty of many Robberies and Misdemeaors, without suffering himself to be taken," the petitioner outlawed him last August.  Before the Proclamation could be "duly published, the said Negroe, from a Sense of his Crimes, as the Petitioner conceives, and fearing to be brought to Justice, shot himself."  VAlued at 50 l.  Pet. denied.


11/16/1753 (124):  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Miles Cary, that a negro of his, in May, 1753, broke open a store house of MC & committed several other crimes.  To avoid punishment, he "absconded."  MC had him outlawed, "some Time after which he drowned himself."  11/27/1753 (138):  Facts proven.  MC employed "some Indians to go in search of" the slave, who afterwards drowned himself.  Paid.  50 l. valuation.


5/5/1755 (239):  ARSON / SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Wm Southall, that a negro slave of his set fire to his barn & with it all his tobacco, corn, wheat, oats, & other goods, & then hanged himself.  By means of which WS "with a large Family of small Children were utterly ruined."  Prays relief.  Denied.


5/9/1755 (248):  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of Wm Lightfoot, Esq.  At the beginning of 1754, a mulatto slave named Jasper, belonging to WL, ran away & being outlawed, stole a horse & escaped into North Carolina.  But on his return, "in order to avoid Hanging, which he often said he expected if he was brought back into this Colony, he dashed his Brains out against a Rock."  Denied.


11/18/1769 (270):  SUI OUTLAW:  pet. of John Burke that in the latter end of 1764, Sam, a negro man slave of his, having run away & committed felony, & having been regularly outlawed, to avoid punishment, hanged himself.  11/20 (274): rejected.


Homicides Fled

2/10/1727 (16):  HOM of MASTER by SLAVES:  pet. of Henry Embry, Wm Wynne, & Richard Burch.  seek reward for their trouble "& the hazard they run in apprehending two Negro Slaves belong'g to Mr. Henry Maynard, who after murdering their Master in a very barbarous manner, armed themselves and fled."


4/26/1757 (437):  HOM by DESERTER:  pet. of Sarah Morton, widow.  Her late husband, who was captain of the militia of ___ Co., went out to apprehend some deserters who were drafted out of the said militia & was killed by one of them trying to apprehend him.  She has lost the chief support of her family & is reduced to great distress.  (440):  granted 20 l.


Outlaws Drowned

5/23/1732 (123):  MANSL OUTLAW:  DRO:  pet. of Moses Armistead of Eliz. City Co.  for a negro man valued at 40 l., who was pursued by a party of militia ordered to patrol & was drowned "in flying from them."


11/6/1738 (325):  MANSL OUTLAW:  DRO:  pet. of John Carter, Esq.  a woman slave of his ran away & was making her escape by water in a canoe.  Being closely pursued, threw herself into the water to avoid being taken & drowned.


11/8/1738 (329):  MANSL OUTLAW:  DRO:  or SUI DRO:  pet. of THomas Lankford, on behalf of Rebecca Collier.  A slave given by the will of John Collier to RC for her life (& after her deceased, to the wife of TL) -- outlawed & to prevent himself being taken, leaped from on board a ship into "the River" & drowned himself.


6/5/1740:  (418):  MANSL OUTLAW (7 dead):  CAS DRO:  pet. of Peter Richeson of King William Co.  7 negro slaves who ran away from PR "were shortly afterwards found dead in Mattapony River."  Rejected.


3/10/1752 (27):  MANSL OUTLAW DRO:  Wm Broadnax -- a runaway negro who had committed many robberies & being outlawed & pursued "to prevent being taken, threw himself into a Mill-Pond, and was drowned."  To commitee.


12/11/1753 (146):  MANSL OUTLAW:  DRO or SUI:  pet. of Francis Whiting, guardian of John & Mary Whiting, orphans of Francis Whiting.  A negro man slave of the orphans ran away, was outlawed "in due Form of Law," as some persons pursued him to apprehend him, "he ran into a Creek, and was drowned."  12/4/1753 (153-4).  Witnesses did not appear, so refered to next session.  5/7/1755 (242):  wit. not appearing, con't to next assembly.  5/15/1755 (256):  Appears to committee that the negro ran away & was pursued by 2 white men; that the negro ran into a marsh beside a creek.  That when the men came into the marsh, they stopped & the negro, about 100 yrds from them, "on the Creek Side, stopped likewise, and looked back, and then jumped into the Creek and was drowned."  About 3 hours later one of the persons who had pursued the negro met a man with a proclamation of outlawry against him, "which he carried to the Clerk of the Parish Church, who published it the Day after."  Rejected.


5/9/1769 (193):  MANSL OUTLAW:  DRO:  pet. of Robert Higginson, a outlawed runaway negro man slave of his "was surprised sleeping in a Canoe in Mr. Holt's Mill-Pond" by Thomas Fear, "and being unable to rescue himself from the said Fear . . . jumped over board into the Water, and was drowned."  5/12 (207):  allowed 60 l.  11/8 (234):  allowed 60 l.  [[why the same notice twice?]]


3/23/1772 (267):  MANSL OUTLAW:  DRO:  pet. of Wm Robinson of King George Co.  Edinburg, a negro man slave of his, ran away from his Quarter "at a great Distance from him," & WR did "all in his Power to procure the said Slave to be outlawed," but before that was done, the slave, having been apprehended & confined, was let loose by another slave, "and running into the River was drowned."  Rejected.

Vigilante Murders of Slaves


* 11/8/1748 (279, 297):  HOM VIGILANTE:  CAS B or VIGILANTE MURDER of SLAVE?  COUNT AS LYNCHING:  pet. of Joseph Strother.  in 1746 a negro of his was committed to King George Co. jail for felony & before a commission could be gathered for the negro's trial, "the Prison was fired, and the said Slave burnt therein."  11/22/1748:  claims true.  40 l. allowed for the slave.

Homicides of Runaway Slaves

* 11/22/1753 (131):  HOM HHLD RUNAWAY:  pet. of Edward Pegram, Dinwiddie Co.  In 1748, the petitioner, in taking up a runaway negro, "was obliged to give him several Blows, some Time after which he died."  That John Jones, gent., to whom the negro belonged, brought suit against EP & obtained judgment agst. him for 40 l.  Prays relief.  Denied.


* 11/7/1764 (239):  AIK / HOM RUNAWAY:  pet. of James Boyd, that his negro man Bob, after being apprehended in Hanover Co. for a runaway, & committed to custody of a constable of Hanover Co., "made a desperate Attempt on the Life of the said Constable, who in his own Defence killed the said Slave."  (258):  Allowed 65 l.

Outlaws Killed

26 outlaws killed – petitions for compensation, 1736-1775
14 killed with guns

  1 physical assault

11 unknown weapon


* 8/16/1736 (257):  AIK / HOM OUTLAW:  SHOT:  claim of Mr. Edmund Scarburg [a burgess], for a negro slave, who had dangerously wounded another slave & fled for it; & being discovered & like to be apprehended by his overseer, assaulted him, whereby the overseer "was obliged" to discharge his gun at him.  A mortal wound of which the slave died.


* 11/13/1738 (338):  pet. of Benj. Needler.  HOM OUTLAW:  SHOT:  for a slave who ran away with an outlawed slave of BN to North Carolnia & there committed a robbery, & being pursued & overtaken, "presented a Gun against his Pursuers, and was by one of them shot dead on the Spot."  (359):  rejected.


* May 19, 1742 (28):  HOM OUTLAW:  Petition of Nathaniel Harrison.  "for a Negro Slave belonging to him, killed by a White Man, in his own Defence."  Petition rejected.


* 9/19 & 21/1744 (99, 103):  HOM OUTLAW:  Petition of Charles Ewell.  A slave belonging to him & to the Rappahannock Iron Company ran away & committed felonies.  While he was taking the proclamation of outlawry to get the 2nd justice's signature, "the said Slave was surrounded by the Neighbours, and refusing to surrender, was by them shot dead."  Allowed 34 l.


* 3/13/1752 (31):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Lewis Willis, by Francis Willis, his guardian.  a negro of the petitioner in 1750 condemned by Court of O&T in Spotsylvania Co. for felony & burglary, valued at 50 l.  Before the execution day, broke out of jail & afterwards "shot, and killed."  Seeks allowance.


* 3/13/1752 (31):  REBELLION / HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Ralph Wormley, gent.  in 1750, several of his negroes at his quarter in Frederick Co. "assembled in a Rebellion against their Overseer; that in attempting to take and disperse them, one was killed."  Seeks allowance.


* 5/6/1755 (239-240):  MANSL OUTLAW:  EXECUTIONS:  pet. of James Graham & John Thompson, merchants, that in July 1754, a negro man slave of theirs [named Will] ran away from the possession of Duncan Graham of Caroline Co. & joined himself to 3 other outlying slaves in Prince William Co.  Together with them broke open the store of ___ & stole 30 l. of goods.  Taken.  To be tried before a Court of O&T, but before the trial, their slave "died in Goal of a Wound he had received, being shot in his Apprehension."  The other slaves escaped out of jail, but one was retaken, tried, & executed for the felony burglary.  5/26/1755 (271):  allegations true.  paid 40 l.


 * May 19, 1755 (239, 259):  MANSL OUTLAW:  of SLAVE by WHITE MAN TRANSPORTING HIM TO JAIL:  Daniel Jones m. Dick, a negro slave of George Mason.  Granted 40 l. compensation.  Petition of George Mason.  That his Negro slave Dick had run away & committed many felonies.  Was outlawed & taken up by some of Capt. Mackay's company & was delivered to Daniel James "in perfect Health."  As James was carrying the slave to the constable, "he pulled him off his Horse, and in struggling to make his Escape, received some Hurt, and refusing to go any further, the said James tied him with a Rope to his Horse's Tail, and in that Manner dragged him to the next House, where he, in a few Minutes expired."  Asks allowance for the slave.  Inquiry:  the negro ran away & committed a crime, for which he was tried & one of his ears cut off.  10 days afterward, he ran away again & was outlawed on 4/27.  On 5/24 he was taken up by the officers of Capt. Mackay's company on their march to Ohio & delivered to Daniel Jones, "who gave a receipt for him, in which he promised to deliver" the slave to George Mason or to some lawful authority.  Samuel Jenkins, a witness to a coroner's inquest taken on the body of the slave:  said that DJ had told wit. "that soon after he was out of Sight of the Officers and Company that delivered him the said Slave, he the said Slave pulled the said James off his Horse, and attempted to make his Escape, and refused to go any further, saying he was outlawed, and if he was carried to Prison he should certainly be hanged, the said James was obliged to use some Violence and strike him two or three Blows;" that soon after the wit. met DJ, "the Negro fell down in the Road, and either would not, or could not go any further; that there was a great Gust rising at the Time, and the said James being afraid the said Negroe might escape, tied him with a Rope to his Horse's Tail, and in that Manner dragged him to the said Jenkin's House, where he expired in a few Minutes afterwards."  Inquest jury "could not find any Wounds or Bruises that they thought sufficient to kill him."  DJ testified to the jury that he thought the Negro had poisoned himself, "for he saw him take something out of his Pocket and swallow it, that he was soon after taken with a Vomitting, but as no other Person was by at the Time James said he suspected the Negroe took Poison, the Jury did not take much Notice of what he said."  The deposition of one of the coroner's inquest proves Jenkins' testimony before the inquest.  Petition reasonable.  40 l. for the slave.


* 3/10/1761 (203, 210):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Wm Blackwall for a slave who was outlawed, refused to surrender, & was killed.  (210):  allowed 50 l.  March 10, 1761:  (203)  Petition from William Blackwall, "praying to be allowed for a Slave who was outlawed and killed."  March 12, 1761:  (210)  Petition from William Blackwall, whose slave was outlawed, "and refusing to surrender; was killed" -- reasonable.  50 l. for the slave.


* 3/17/1761 (215):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Wm Harris for a slave who ran away & committed several felonies, was outlawed & shot in attempting to break open a house.  (218)  allowed 100 l.


* 11/6/1762 (77):  HOM / HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Robert Hunnicutt of Prince George Co.  a slave of his having committed a murder was outlawed & was afterwards killed by the Nottoway Indians.  (83)  Allowed 80 l.


* Nov. 8. 1762 (78, 83):  HOM OUTLAW:  slave of Christopher Lawson.  80 l. compensation to CL.  Petition of Christopher Lawson, Richmond Co., "praying to be allowed for a Slave who was outlawed and killed."  Nov. 9, 1762:  allegations true.  Allowed 80 l. compensation for the slave.


* 11/24/1766 (36):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Thomas Hord for a negro man slave outlawed & killed.  (39)  allowed 60 l.


* 11/24/1766 (36-7):  AIK / HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Charles Carter of Lancaster.  About 14 or 15 [counted at 1751]yrs ago Harry, a negro slave of his, attempted the life of his overseer, upon which a warrant was issued to the Sheriff by a Justice of the Peace directing him to apprehend the slave dead or alive.  The slave, trying to escape, "was fired at and killed."  Rejected.


* 11/27/1766 (42):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of James Meredith, for a Negro Man Slave that was outlawed and shot.  (50)  allowed 55.4 l.


* 3/21/1767 (89):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Fortunatus Crutchfield, for allowance for a negro man slave, "who happened, by Mistake, not to be outlawed, but was shot with other Slaves who were outlawed."  3/30 (107):  allowed 40 l.


* 5/12/1769 (207):  HOM OUTLAW:  AIK:  pet. of Thomas Field, gentleman, that a runaway negro man slave of his, having been regularly outlawed, "and attempting to murder one Shurles, was killed by the said Shurles, in his own Defence."  5/16 (212):  on 6/11/1768 TF obtained a legal outlawry from 2 jp's in Prince George Co. against a runaway slave, Shropshire, which was published once at 2 churches in the parish of Bristol, but at no other in the said county; & the slave was afterwards killed in Gloucester Co.  allowed 60 l.  11/8 (234):  allowed 60 l.  [[why the same notice twice?]]


* 5/15/1769 (211):  MANSL OUTLAW:  BURNED:  FOUND DEAD:  pet. of John Beasley of Buckingham Co.  a runaway negro woman slave of his, having been outlawed, "was disabled by a Tree which fell upon her as she lay hid, and afterwards was burned to Death."  [[WHAT HAPPENED HERE?]]  11/22 (282):  pet. introduced again.  11/24 (289):  rejected.


* 5/28/1770 (29-30):  REBELLION / HOM OUTLAW:  3 OUTLAWS KILLED:  pet. of Bowler Cocke & Charles Carter [a Burgess from Lancaster Co.], Esquires [& gentlemen]:  in the suppression of an insurrection of slaves in Dec. 1769, 2 of the insurgents were killed & 3 so wounded that one of them is since dead & the others are not yet recovered.  Of which 5 slaves BC was entitled to the use of for the life of his wife Elizabeth, and CC "had the property."  5/30 (33):  John Wyatt, Francis Smith, & Joseph Foster enter claim for guns that were used in suppressing the insurrection & were "spoiled in the Action."  6/22 (92):  allowed 85 l. for Tom, 100 l. for Matt, 85 l. for Phil, & 25 l. for dressing wounds of the others involved in the insurrection.  6/26 (100):  allowed the claims for the guns.


* 7/18/1771 (134):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet of Rowland Ward that Caesar, a negro man slave of his, duly outlawed, was killed in an attempt to apprehend him.  Valued by the Amelia Co. court at 100 l.  Defered to next assembly.  2/15/1772 (168-9):  reintroduced.  Allowed.  2/17 (170-1):  the slave had been thrice tried for felony in that county's court & had once received benefit of clergy.  Allowed 100 l.


* 2/11/1772 (158):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Wills Cowper that Frank, a negro man slave of his, ran away & did "Mischief" & committed several thefts in the neighborhood, "the Petitioner endeavoured to outlaw him, which he was prevented from doing, by several Accidents" & in the meantime, the slave was discovered by James Bates & "not only refusing to surrender" but attacking JB, JB, in defense of himself, fired a loaded gun at the slave, who was "irrecoverably wounded in one of his Legs, and soon after died."  2/14/1772 (164-5):  CERTIFICATE of Mr. Josiah Riddick, Nansemond Co., that he was applied to by Wills Cowper on 2/10/1771 (a Sunday) for an outlawry against a negro of WC's who had run away, but "as there was to be no Serman that Day, he did not grant one."  The next Sunday he sent to WC to know if his negro was outlawd & if not, "desired him to do it that Day," but there being a deep snow on the ground & JR "apprehending that there would be Nobody at Church, again neglected to make the Outlawry."  That afternoon JR was informed that JB had carried the negro home to his master, but in taking him the negro was so wounded that he died a short time after.  JR says that in his opinion, the slave was worth 75 l.  DEPOSITION of James Bates.  that he was informed that Frank (WC's runaway) had stolen an ax that night, & he agreed to go after the slave.  Bates prevailed on his brother to go with him, but being searated in the woods, JB discovered a camp, & in it the slave, with a knife in one hand & a club in the other.  JB ordered the negro to surrender "or threatened that he would shoot him.  The Negro told him to shoot, and be damned, and advanced upon him almost to the Muzzle of the Gun.  Bates, thinking his life in danger, fired upon the slave, and wounded him in the right Leg.  On which the Negro knocked him down with the Club, and run off."  As soon as JB recovered, he called to his companions, but they not coming, he went after the negro himself & in a small distance came up with him, the negro with the knife in his hand & found the slave whetting his knife.  JB then "clubbed his Gun, knocked the Fellow down, and wounded him in the Head with the Cock of his Gun, notwithstanding which he would not submit, till a Negro belonging to Mills Riddick came up."  JB then carried the negro to his master, who sent immediately for a doctor, & the negro died a few days after, by mortification.  DEPOSITION of Dr. Colqohoun.  Was sent for on 2/17/1771 by Mr. Cowper to a negro of his who had been shot.  Found the negro wounded on the right leg & on the head.  Notwithstanding his care, the leg & thigh mortified, d. in a few days.  COMMITTEE REPORT:  the negro had not been guilty of any felony & his master made application to no other magistrate but Mr. Riddick for an outlawry, so recommend denied of the petition.


* 2/17/1772 (170):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Bernard Markham, agent for estate of Brett Randolph, that Charles, a negro man slave of the estate, ran away, petitioner procured a proclamation of outlawry agst him.  Afterwards the slave was so wounded in an attempt to apprehend him that he died.  Had been valued by Cumberland Co. court.  [amt. not noted]  (172):  allowed 80 l.


* 2/18/1772 (174):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Wm Hoye, that Limbo, a negro man slave of John Glover, having runaway, a proclamation of outlawry issued agst. him.  After which pet. purchased the slave from JG.  & the slave "is dead of a Wound he received in the apprehending of him," valued at 85 l.  2/21 (181):  the slave had been taken after he was outlawed & jailed in Buckingham Co., but he broke out of the jail & burned it, & was afterwards fatally wounded in apprehending him, "as appears by a Coroner's Inquest taken on the Body of the said Slave."  Allowed 85 l.


* 2/19/1772 (174):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Samuel Sherwin, that his negro man slave, Peter, having been duly outlawed, was killed in an attempt to take him, of which sufficient proof had been made before the Dinwiddie Co. court, which valued the slave at 90 l.  2/21 (180):  allowed 90 l.


* 3/11/1772 (237):  HOM OUTLAW:  pet. of Laurence Ashton of King George Co.  in 1771, Aaron, a negro man slave of his, who had runa way & concealed himself in Westmoreland Co., & against whom a procl. of outlawry had been duly published, "being pursued, and refusing to surrender himself, was shot at, and slain."  3/14 (245):  was duly outlawed & "during the Time he was out he killed several Hogs, and did other Mischief."  Refused to surrender when discovered & with a knife, wounded a negro who attempted to take him, "in several Places; that he was immeditaely shot at and wounded" by Elliot Monroe, the person who apprehended him, of which would he died.  Aaron was "a very likely Slave, and worth at least eighty Pounds."  Allowed 80 l.


Death of Jailed Slaves

11/7/1738 (327):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS FROSTBITE:  pet. of Peter Hay, Philip Johnson, & Oriana Littlepage:  that a slave of the estated of Wm Johnson, committed for felony, but acquitted, but by long confinement in prison, became "so exceedingly Frost-bitten, that a Mortification ensued, whereof he died."  (341):  30 l. allowed.


11/9/1738 (335):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  ARSON B:  pet. of Mr. Richard Randolph, a member of the house.  For a slave committed to [Henrico] county jail on suspicion of felony, who set fire to the prison & was burnt to death.  (341):  allowed 40 l.


12/1/1738 (359):  STABBING / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  UNK:  pet. of Wm Norvell.  for a slave of his who was jailed for stabbing WIlliam Compton, "which Slave died during his Confinement."  (369):  allowed 20 l.


9/20/1744 (97):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  UNK:  claim of Wm Hodges for a negro of his, charged with felony, jailed for same, who died the night before is trial.  Allowed.


2/25/1745 (162):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS B:  pet. of George Brett. A negro of his having rambled a small distance from his house was taken up, & jailed in Stafford Co.  Jail "was soon after accidentally set on Fire, and the Slave burnt therein."  Pet. denied.


3/1/1746: (103):  DEATH OF JAILED SLAVE:  CAS FROSTBITE:  petition about slaves who died of frostbite in jail.  [[?  error:  probably 3/1/1745, p. 167, refers to WB's slaves who died of frostbite.  Prob. an error in Scott.  See case below.  Do not count.]]


11/29/1748 (308-9):  DEATH OF JAILED SLAVE:  CAS FROSTBITE:  pet. of Jacob Sellers.  a negro of his committed to King William Co. jail for felony.  Before tried, through inclemency of weather, was so frost bitten that though he was not condemned for the felony, he died soon after his trial.  Paid 35 l.


5/15/1755 (255):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  UNK:  pet. of Alice Catlett, widow, last year (1754), Ned, a slave of hers, was jailed in Culpepper Co. for a felony.  fG.  Burnt in the hand & since the court "apprehended some Mischief from the said Slave if he was discharged," recommitted him to jail for 1 yr unless he could find Security for the Pecae.  Soon after died in jail.  5/26/1755 (272):  allegations true.  Petition rejected.


2/24/1759 (64):  HOM / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  UNK:  pet. of George Broffield.  That his negro slave Sampson, was lately jailed in Amelia Co. on suspicion of murder, where he died before the day of his trial.  Valued at 90 l. at time of his commitment by the justices.


3/16/1759 (96):  HOM or AIK / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  UNK:  pet. of John Baskerville.  A slave of his was lately jailed on suspicion of poisoning some of his neighbor's negroes.  Perished in jail before the trial.


3/12/1761 (210):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS B:  pet. of Elizabeth Buchanan for a slave who was jailed in Gloucester Co. for burglary & burned to death in the jail before trial.  (214):  allowed 80 l.


3/28 & 30/1761 (236, 239):  HOM / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  UNK:  pet. of Francis Conway for a slave of his who was committed for murder & died in jail before his trial.  Allowed 30 l.


11/4/1762 (71):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS FROSTBITE:  pet. of John Gatewood & others, legatees, under the will of John Gatewood, dec.  In Jan., 1761, a negro man slave of the legatees named Tom was jailed with another negro for burglary.  On trial the other fellow confessed the fact & said Tom aided & assisted him.  The other fellow was condemned & executed, but Tom "artfully denied the Whole" & there was no sufficient proof against him, so he "escaped with only corporal Punishment, but by the Inclemency of the Weather while in Prision was so frost bitten, notwithstanding all possible Care was taken of him, that his Legs were cut off, and he in a short Time after died."  (102):  allowed 80 l. for the slave & 11 l. 6 s. for costs for his cure.


3/17/1767 (83):  POSS HOM NEO / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS EXPOSURE:  pet. of Junior Turner of James City Co.  in Sept., 1766, Lucy, a negro woman slave of his, was delivered of a child found dead, and "on Suspicion of her having murdered the said Child, was in a few days apprehended," & jailed, "by which Means she catched a violent Cold, which occasioned her death."  3/25 (95):  testimony of 2 witnesses.  The slave was acquitted on the 3rd day after her delivery to jail.  Taken sick with fever while in jail, "and though the Weather was very cold, she, by the Direction of her Mistress, who attended her during her confinement, was removed HOme the same Evening."  Languished under the fever 3 months & died.  "a valuable Slave" age 17.  Test. of John Kemp:  on evening of the day on which she was acquitted, he met her on her way home in a cart, driven by a negro fellow, & the weather being very cold, "he advised the Driver to lodge her at some House where Mr. Turner was acquainted, until the Weather became more moderate, who answered, that Mrs. Turner's positive Orders to him were to carry her Home that Night:  That she was then setting up in the Cart, with an old Rug wrapped about her, and did not appear to be sick."  Reasonable:  allowed 60 l.


3/17/1767 (83):  AIK / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS EXPOSURE:  pet. of Benedict Rust of Westmoreland Co.  a negro man slave of his named Morris, jailed on suspicion of having administered "poisonous Medicines," & before he could be tried, "perished with Cold, and died in the said Goal."  3/25 (95):  reasonable.  allowed 20 l.


5/11/1769 (200):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS FROSTBITE:  pet. of Henry Kidd, that Fortune, a negro man slave of his, jailed in Essex Co. for felony & burglary, fNG of burglary (the Court of O&T was equally divided on the charge) & fG of felony, burned in hand, & whipped.  By inclemency of weather while he was jailed, so frost bitten, "notwithstanding extraordinary Care was taken of him, he lost his Feet, and soon afterwards perished."  Seeks compensation for the slave & for the attempted cure.  5/12 (207):  allowed 60 l.  11/8 (232):  allowed 60 l. [[why the same notice twice?]]


6/6/1770 (49):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS FROSTBITE:  pet. of Hon. John Tayloe, Esq.  Toby, a negro man slave of his, on 1/19/1770 fG of hog stealing by King George Co. court, whipped & pilloried, by inclemency of weather while in jail before his trial, severely frostbitten & died thereof.  6/16 (75):  allowed 70 l.


3/4/1772 (208):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS FROSTBITE:  pet. of Eliz. Derrick, widow, on behalf of herself & her son Benj. Goff, an infant.  In 1/1770, Jack, a negro man slave of her husband's estate, jailed at Westmoreland for felony, fG of hogstealing.  During confinement, so frostbnitten that a few days after his trial, he died.  3/20 (259):  allowed 75 l.


5/17/1774 (104):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  ARSON B:  pet. of John Durett, Jacob, a negro man slave of his, "found guilty" of felony & jailed in Spotsylvania Co., to be tried for the same.  "in order to make his escape, set fire to the said Goal, and perished in the Flames."  5/19 (114):  allowed 75 l.


6/3/1775 (185):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  ARSON B:  pet. of David Donnam, Dinwiddie Co.  on 1/15/1775, York & Abram, 2 negro men slaves of his, ranaway & were apprehended & jailed in Prince George Co, where at the time another slave was confined.  2 days later, the jail was set on fire & consumed, & Y & A burned to death.  6/13 (222):  rejected.


6/3/1775 (185-6):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS B:  pet. of John Robinson, executor of Peter Robinson, deceased.  A negro man slave of PR's, named Will, having absconded, apprehended & jailed in Louisa Co. "and burnt with the Prison."   6/13 (222):  rejected.


6/5/1775 (189):  FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  ARSON B:  pet. of John Martin of Caroline Co.  his negro man slave, Lemon, ran away last fall & apprehended & jailed in Prince George Co.  He set fire to the jail, "to which he was committed, with two others, in order to make his Escape, and perished in the Flames."   6/13 (222):  rejected.


6/14/1775 (227):  AIK / FOUND DEAD IN JAIL:  CAS FROSTBITE:  pet. of Peter Hansbury, his negro man slave, Sharper, jailed in Stafford Co. for att. to poison one of his master's family.  Remained in jail 5 mo. as not court was held for him, there being no sheriff in the county, by means of which the slave was so badly frostbitten he died.


Death of Runaway / Outlawed Slaves

5/25/1742:  FOUND DEAD RUNAWAYS:  2 negro slaves of Lewis Delony who ran away from his plantation.  (35)  Allowed 52 l.  (37)


2/29/1752 (9):  FOUND DEAD RUNAWAY:  pet. of Abraham Estes for runaway negro found dead in the woods.  Denied.


9/10/1744 (84):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  slave of Robert Powell ran away, was outlawed, & was afterwards found dead.  Seeks allowance.  // 9/17/1744 (94):  found dead with several goods stolen from RP.  Granted.  31 l.


9/10/1744 (84):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  negro woman slave of John Chew ran away, was outlawed, & was 2 months later found dead.  Seeks allowance.  Petition rejected.


3/10/1752 (27):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  pet. of Gideon Marr for a negro who ran away, was outlawed, & found dead.  Denied.


5/3/1755 (236-7):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  pet. of James MacDewell.  Matt, a negro man slave of JM, committed sundry felonies & ran away "in order to screen himself from a Prosecution."  JM "procured an Outlawry against him, in due Form of Law."  But before he could be apprehended, Matt found dead in the woods.  5/26/1755 (270):  appears to committee that the negro ran away & committed burglary by breaking open a house & stealing an ax & case knife, which were found on him when he was captured & carried before a j.p., who ordered him whipped & conveyed to his master.  He ran away soon after, was outlawed, & 10 months after his outlawry, "a Person's Bones were found in the Woods, and the Cloaths found with them, appeared to be the same the said Negroe had on when he ran away."  Rejected.  
4/23/1757 (434):  pet. of James McDowell.  NAT:  Matt, a negro man slave of JM, ran away & committed felony & burglary.  Taken up & carried before a magistrate & ordered him whipped & sent home to his master.  Soon after ran away a second time, was outlawed & about 10 months after found dead in the woods.  Rejected, "it not appearing that the said Slave had committed any Felony after that for which he was carried before the Magistrate who discharged him."


9/22/1758 (19):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  pet. of Wm Dobson.  for a runaway slave of his whom he outlawed "in due Form," found dead in the woods before she was apprehended.  Rejected.


3/3/1759 (75-6):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  pet. of Edward Carter, guardians for the orphans of James Carter of Westmoreland Co.  A slaved of the estate, legally outlawed as a runaway, afterwards found dead in the woods.  Rejected.


3/6/1759 (79):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  pet. of Hugh Moore.  His negro slave Tom, runaway, duly outlawed, afterwards found dead in woods.  rejected.


11/13/1766 (25):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  pet. of Wm Pemberton of Caroline Co., Aug. 1765, a negro man named Bob ran away from him.  Outlawed.  Found in March 1766 dead in the woods.  (42)  rejected.


12/1/1769 (309):  FOUND DEAD OUTLAW:  pet. of Elizabeth Emerson, widow, for an outlawed runaway slave, who was found dead.  Rejected.

