
Homicides of Adults in Charles City County, Virginia PRIVATE 






CHARLES CITY
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   

Relationship:    

Motive:  


Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1661, [Aug.]



CHA

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Francis Haughgood suspected of m. Mary Grey (wife of Peter)


Weapon:  "did violently occasion the death."


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  not yet -- unknown if indictment handed down


Term?:  8/5/1661, 10/10/1661


Court proceedings:  Accusation by Peter Grey.  Court heard "sev'all circumstantiall exa'iacons to us presented."  Ordered FH taken into custody of sheriff until delivered by "due Course of law."  SE 10/10/1661:  many witnesses summoned by PG agst. FH, "to excess chg to Co., the law allowing but 3, and 3 being sufficient, paymt to the others suspended until pleasure of Gov. and Council is known."  [APPEARS he was fG]  SE 12/3/1661 judgt. in favor of Capt. Edd Hill agst. est. of Francis Haughgood for 4158 l.t.  SE 2/3/1662:  John Stephens ordered to pay Francis Houghgood 250 l.t. in 10 days.

Legal records:  

Charles City COB 1661-1661 (p. 294, 298, 310, 317)

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:  

Accused 1:  

Francis Haughgood 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


CHA

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mary Grey

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Peter

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


CHA

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1663, Jan. 2



CHA

CT


NOTE:  difficult to classify these cases where beatings and abuse clearly contributed to the flight and death of the victim.  An indirect homicide at the least.

Class:   probable

Crime:  HOM MANSL / modern manslaughter / poss. CAS EXPOSURE & STARVATION

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by MISTRESS 

Motive:  ABUSE / STARVATION of RUNAWAY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [7]


HOM:  Susanna Hoe (wife of Rice Hoe) may have m. John Prise


Weapon:  stripes on his body [whip] contributed, but exposure [phys] probably the ultimate cause -- fleeing abuse or discipline


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  i.d. 1/9/1663:  Verdict:  no mortal wounds.  Died of starvation.


Indictment?  no


Term?:  1/9/1663


Court proceedings:  none

Legal records:  
Charles City COB 1661-1664, p. 357.

SE 1/9/1663


HOM MANSL or CAS EXPOSURE?  INQUEST:  p. 357:  Verdict:  John Prise died "By the reason of his runningaway from his M'r Rice Hoe and soe was starved for want of victualls w'ch Runningaway we doe apprehend was by the meanes of the sad stripes that appeared upon his Body given him by his Mrs Susanna Hoe upon the 2'd of January but wee doe not finde any mortall wound upon him."  [[CAN'T STARVE THAT FAST -- SUSPICIOUS]]

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Susanna Hoe 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Rice

Children:




Occupation:

[plantation mistress]

Town:


CHA

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

John Prise

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant of Rice and Susanna Hoe

Town:


CHA

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1678, [Oct.]




CHA

CT


NOTE:  given the multiple victims, does not appear that this was an accidental death.

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. person m. [Cuthbert Williams] [and probably aik on Martha Clark]


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  10/3/1678


Court proceedings:  "Ordered the clerk write & present to the Burgesses a petition for a reward for Fra. Hill & Edw. Gilley, Jr. for capturing the murderer."

Legal records:  
Order Book, 1677-79:  SE 10/14/1678 (335)

Note that the above notice appears on same page at this entry:  "Ordered Nich. Walker be allowed 350 lbs. tob. for burial, etc. for Edw. Melton.  To be paid David Jones."

SE 12/4/1678 (349)


LEVY:  


--a criminal court, fees for "taking ye murtherer."


--THE HOMICIDE VICTIM IS PROBABLY HERE:  several inquests, incl. inq. on Cuthbert Williams, on a servant of Mr. Blayton's, & from the previous year on Mr. Harrell's man.


Charles City County Order Book 1677-9:  SE 8/4/1679 (392)


HOM:  "The bill of Dr. Irby for 400 lbs. tob. for administering physic to the orphan Martha Clark wounded by ye murtherer, the court considering allows him 200 lbs. tob. to be paid from the estate of Cuthbert Williams by the Adm."

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Cuthbert Williams

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

a property holder

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1688, [Mar.]



CHA

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Joseph Bradley accused of m. an Indian [possibly Mrs. Shipley's Indian servant]


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  3/1688


Court proceedings:  EXAM COURT:  to be tried for murder at Gen. Ct.  Released on bond pending that trial.

Legal records:  

COB 1687-1695 (113):  SE 3/7/1688:  Joseph Bradley petitioned the Governor that he be "relieved from strict confinement in a prison, he having set forth that his falt in killing an Indian man was accidentally done & no malice forethought, and his Excy upon pet. signifying to the court that he believes said Bradley is bayleable, we agree that Bradley (upon good and sufficient bayle given) may enjoy his liberty until first day" of the next Gen. Ct.


NOTE:  Bradley, later cases in index to Weisinger -- many civil actions thereafter & one of King v. JB.  Clearly not found guilty of murder at Gen. Ct.  One case in which JB sued successfully to be paid for breaking two horses.  Also JB was sued several times.  //  AIK:  violent fellow:  SE 2/3/1691 (332).  w.d. 1/20/1691 for arrest of Joseph Bradley and James Batty for "almost burning to death" Anthony Parro.  Not yet apprehended.

SE 10/4/1688 (166)


LEVY:  payment for an inquest on Mrs. Shipley's Indian

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Joseph Bradley

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


CHA

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[possibly Mrs. Shipley's Indian servant]

Town:


[CHA]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1692, [Dec.]



CHA

CT


NOTE:  a probable manslaughter rather than an accident, given the expenses involved, the trip to the General Court, etc.

Class:   probable

Crime:   prob HOM MANSL / poss CAS

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Michael Hill m. John Gallas


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, for mansl.


Term?:  1/3/1693


Court proceedings:  "Upon petition of Michael Hill (in custody of sheriff) who by finding of jury and view of several depositions taken, had lately, by misadventure, slain John Gallas, court desires sheriff to let him to bail."

Legal records:  
Chas. Co. Orders (439, 481).


SE 12/5/1693:  LEVY:  many charges for the inquest into Gallas's death, transportation of witnesses to the Gen. Ct., etc.  [Not a simple accident -- over 3000 l.t. in expenses]

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Michael Hill

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

John Gallas

Ethnicity:

unknown

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Suspect(s








