
Homicides of Adults in Middlesex County, VirginiaPRIVATE 


NOTE:  the terrible violence of Middlesex County in the late 17th & early 18th century, like that in Richmond, fits expectations:  the problem is to explain the decline in violence.


COUNTED:  the deaths of outlawed slaves from Middlesex Co. murdered outside the bounds of the county.






MIDDLESEX
Class of death:   

Class of crime:   

Relationship:    

Motive:  


Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other sources:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1691





Middlesex Co.

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by MASTER

Motive:  JUSTIFIED / OUTLAWED

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Christopher Robinson m. a negro (slave of Christopher Robinson)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 11/23/1691:  A payment to Mr. Christopher Robinson.  200 l.t. "killed an Negroe."

Legal records:  

COB 2:  1680-1694, p. 529:  LEVY.  

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Christopher Robinson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

gentleman, planter, justice of the peace, wealthy

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Christopher Robinson

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1696, Feb. 11 & 12





Middlesex Co.

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / MANSL

Rela:    HHLD SERVANT by ____ [AD rela. to JM unknown]

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  1


HOM:  Ann Davis m. Sarah Grambrell (servant to John Marter)


Weapon:  beat, abused


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  Coroner's jury verdict (Capt. Mathew Kemp, cor.):  SG "came by her death by severall stripes and a Cutt in the back part of her head Given by Ann Davis."


Court proceedings:  SE (2/1696 t):  unknown if indicted.

Legal records:  
Middlesex Orders, 1694-1705:  105-110.

105:  "Ann Davis being brought before the Court as a professor of our Soverigne Lord the King for having Beaten & abused Sarah Grambrell Servant to John Marter in a most sadd and crewell manor and severall Evidences being Examined on bahalfe of our Sovrigne Lord . . ."  Depositions taken, sheriff ordered to take her into custody & to jail her & to take her to the next General Court "to answer her said Cryme."

106:  witnesses bound:  Robert George, Wm Pryor, Wm Nored, John Marter.  & Mr. Thomas Landon promises that his servant, Wm Proverb, will also appear to give evidence agst. AD.  Depositions dated 2/19/1696:


TEST:  108:  Robert George (35, "R" his mark):  was at the house of Henry Davis on 2/11/1696 and "did meet with Sarah Gambrell and shee did begg of your depont for Gods sake to bring her the said Sarah a piece of Bread for shee was almost starved."  On Weds. following, wit. went by the house "in order to look for some hoggs and he heard one cry out & he also heard the Sound of severall strooks as he was in the Road & your deponent went into one Roome of the house of Henry Davis & there saw nobody but William Pryor and John Marter but heard severall strooks given and a great Cry in the next Rooms and at last saw Ann Davis and Sarah Gambrell come out of the said Rooms & noe body else, the said Sarah Grambell dyed the afternoon of the same day and further ye depont saith not."  


TEST:  108:  Wm Pryor (signed, 36).  On Weds, 2/12, the day that SG died, "Ann Davis did beat the said Sarah Gambrell three severall times (viz) first wth a switch secondly with a shoemakers sterrup thirdly with a paire of flatt leather spancells & hee also saith that the said Sarah went up into the Loft and to the best of your deponents Judgment he heard severall strooks given upon the said Sarah caryed out bitterly."


TEST (109):  Wm Norcot (26, "W" his mark).  On Tuesday, 2/11, wit. was mauling rails .25 mi. from house of Henry Davis.  & SG came out to the wit. "& said shee was Verey Cold & your deponent bade her Warm her selfe and while shee was warming her selfe a little boy come called her severall times at last shee went into the house & presently your deponent heard a great Cry as if some body was murthering & the next day the said Sarah Gambrell dyed."


TEST (109):  John Marter (34, signed).  Knew that AD used "at sundred and divers times to beat & abuse ye body of Sarah Gambrell but about three weekes since did unmercifully beat her with an Iron about fourteen Inches long, & also" on 2/11 "did beat" SG "three times (viz) first with a switch, secondly with a shoemakers sterrup leather and thirdly with a pair of Leather Spancells and also" on 2/12 AD "did unreasonably beat" SG "with a pair of Leather Spancells," and SG died the same day.


TEST (110):  Wm Proverb (24, a sort of an "E" his mark).  On 2/12 went to the house of HD "& there saw Sarah Gambrell upon her hands and knees in the snow and your depont askt John Marter to fetch her In & he made answer yt your deponent might fetch her in if he would upon which your deponent went away about his other Occasions, and called at the said Davis house as he Came back and then the said Sarah Gambrell lay dead upon the Road and your depont askt John Marter whether her death would not stick upon his Conscouce and the said Marter made answer that ye money or tobacco the said Sarah Cost him troubled him more then her death."

Coroner's jury verdict (Capt. Mathew Kemp, cor.):  SG "came by her death by severall stripes and a Cutt in the back part of her head Given by Ann Davis."

Middlesex Orders, 1694-1705 (2/1696 t):  4/1696t (126)


CLAIMS:  payments associated with the inquest.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Ann Davis 

Ethnicity:

[English

Race:


w


Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Sarah Grambrell 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w



Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant to John Marter

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1698, July 2





Middlesex Co.

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / MANSL

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by MASTER

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Mr. Samuell Gray (minister) m. Jack (a mulatto boy, a servant belonging to SG)


Weapon:  whip


Circumstances:  at house of Mr. Samuell Gray, minister


Inquest:  i.d. 7/3.  Verdict:  "Came by his Death by the Stripes and Blows he reced. upon his body and was Given."  Matthew Kemp, cor.


Court proceedings:  SE 7/5/1698:  Court bound Samuel Gray to appear before the General Court to answer a charge of manslaughter.  2000 l. sterling.  TW also bound to appear as a witness.

Legal records:  

Middlesex COB 1694-1705:  234-42.


INQUEST:  235-6:  "The unfortunate actioons yt: was at Mr. Grays Concerning the death of his Mullato boy Jack, as son as I had accot. of it I caused a Jury of Inqest to Inquire how the said boy Came by his death; time would not then permitt me to Execute fully what I thought needfull but upon the Report of ye Jury I Caused Mr Gray to Enter into bond to appear before your Worshipps to the next Court.  I have also sent you the Jurys Report upon the Whole matter the Evidence depositions and have taken Care to Cause ye Evidence to appear before your Worshipps."  Wanted "to lay the whole matter of fact before your Worships" so that they could decide whether to "Cause a presention -- hope all things may End for the best, and the persons Cost and Reputation may appear unspotted," but he begs reimbursement for the costs to himself.  Signed, Matthew Kemp, cor.


Jury verdict:  met on 7/4/1698 at house of Mr. Samuell Gray, minister, to make inquest on Jack, a mulatto boy, a servant belonging to SG.  Verdict:  "Came by his Death by the Stripes and Blows he reced. upon his body and was Given."


DEPOSITION:  237:  of Francis Anderson & Edward Seaman [signed], 7/4/1696:  Were with Mr. Samuel Gray on Saturday last [7/2], when "a man brought in a negro or Mullato boy whome Mr. Gray did threaten should be whippt for Runing away and that he should be whipt spearing only Life, the boy kneeled to begg the said Grays Pardon at which Mr Gray tooke his Whip & struck the boy some Blows & threatened the boy that he would brand him in ye forhead after he was whipt:  Mr Gray did tell us that he valued ye boy at twenty five pounds."


TEST:  237-9:  Thomas Williamson (28, X):  on Sat. last [7/2] wit. brought home a runaway mulatto boy named Jack belonging to Mr. Samuel Gray.  Two "gentlemen" were there with SG at the time.  Gray "sayd that it was very well done.  The boy "desired that he might goe and fetch the Bridle and a tinn pann that he had carried away with him to which the said Gray Replyed, what you Rouge you want to Runaway againe and then the said mullato boy begun to Begg his Masters pardon and said eh would never Runaway againe with that the said Mr. Gray Roll up and tooke his Whipp and with the great end he gave the said boy three or four Blows about the head till the Blood come and the said Boy fell down behide your depondent and after that he told the said boy amongst a great many threaning words that he would brand him and bid your deponent fetch the Branding Iron that lay in the Iron Chest."  The brand was marked O. C.  "afther he took it he said now you dogg here it is and Clapt it to his forehead but did not hurt him and then, he desired your deponenet to take the said boy & tie him to a tree and whipp him which your deponant did."  The deponent handed the whip to the "negro Peter," but the boy asked that the wit. whip him.  Gave the boy six "small" lashes & returned the whip to SG.  SG desired him to whip again, & wit. went out & gave the whip to Peter, & Peter whipped the boy.  Went back in to return the whip, & SG "desired" them to whip the boy yet again, & wit. went out & gave the boy another 6 or 7 small lashes.  "and then the lash brooke" & wit. went in & handed it to SG, who said "the Lash did noe good and made a new one and bad me Carry it with that he followed me with the Branding Iron in his hand by the negro had given the said boy two or three Lashes Before Mr.; Gray came out and a soon as Mr. Gray came the boy cryed pray Master Lett me down.  hee said by you dogg when you are Branded I Cutt you down wth that the said Mr. Gray stept up and gave him two or three knocks with the Branding Iron about the head and then I perceived the Blood run down one of his Lipp, and then Mr. Grey went and sat himselfe down and bidd the negro whipp him with that the negro said he had whipt him enough and with that he told him that if he did not whipp him he would whipp him meaning the negro so the negro fell on againe, and bidd the negroes stand of a distance from the boy that he might have fairer lashes at him and bidd him lay on thicker and Closer and tooke the whipp out of the fellows hand and with that the fellow said he would goe to worke and with that the parson said that was his worke and in he Came and called me in after him and said to me that the ___ ____ fellow whipt him on the Codd wth that he said it was a dangerous place he must [anoyyneted?] with something and called to Nancy Carey to bring some Water in a little deep dish and fetch his Wash Ball out of his Closett and made a Lather with it, n the mean while the negroe called to me and said the boy was a dying."  Wit. went out with the water to wash him "and saw his eyes sett in his head, Nancy Cary followed me with a tumbler but what was in it your depont knows not and was wont to give it him but wee could not open his mouth so wee tooke him and held him up and perceived some Breath in him and Mr Grey Commanded Peter to bring him to the Chamber and burnt feathers under his nose but he was dead."  Wit. believes the boy was in "perfect health when he was brought home."  Died about .5 hr. after the negro whipped him.


TEST:  239:  Mrs. Ann Carey (41) [signed]:  Saw the boy brought back to his master's house by TW on Sat., 7/2.  Saw TW & Peter (a negro belonging to Mr. Grey) whip the boy.  Says that TW "did the boy no harm" & noted that the boy asked that TW, not Peter, whip him.


239-40:  TEST:  Martha Blyth (20, X).  Ditto, precisely, including saying that TW did the boy no harm & that the boy asked that TW whip him.  Saw TW, then Peter, then TW, then Peter whip the boy, when SG came out "and ordered the said to whipp him the said boy smartly and showed him how he should whipp him."

Court bound Samuel Gray to appear before the General Court to answer a charge of manslaughter.  2000 l. sterling.  TW also bound to appear as a witness.


DEPOSITION:  242:  Samuel Gray (signed):  d.d. 7/3/1698:  "By an unlucky blow or two on the Codds or yard one of my negroes last evening whipping my Runaway Mullato boy, has acidentally killd him, an unfortunate Chance which I would not should have supposed in my family for three times his his price, but it is past cure that such accidents will happen now and then, for what remains I fly to your Advice as a magistrate, whether the neighbours ought to be Called to View the Corps before buryed this one thing there is in it that he was never Christened, Lett me know your thoughts in a Line or two by the bearer i this Matter.  And if you think a view needfull, be pleased to come first your selfe, & I shall frankley Invite the Rest.  Respects" to the members of the court.

COB 3:  SE 7/5/1698 (235-242, 245-6)


Benjamin Davis petitions for his freedom from Samuel Gray, saying he is unjustly detained.  Court rules that BD was bound to Capt. Oswald Carey, & SG intermarried with the executrix of OC's estate, so SG "hath good right" to BD's labor.  BD to serve out his term with SG.

COB 3:  SE 8/7/1699 (291)

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Samuell Gray 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m



Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

minister 

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Jack 

Ethnicity:



Race:


mulatto



Gender:

m

Age:


child
"boy"

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

servant belonging to SG (e.g. -- slave)

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1706, Feb.





Middlesex Co.

CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM / SUSPECTED HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Patrick Lawlis m. Richard Stoovens [illegible:  Stevens?  Hevens?  Brown?].  


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 2/1706t:  SUSPECTED / POSSIBLE HOM:  EXAM COURT:  Patrick Lawlis ordered taken into custody to answer "all such things as shall be objected against him relating to ye death of Richard Stoovens [illeg -- Stevens?  Hevens?  Brown?].  "Suspected to be guilty of ye death of Richard Stoovens.  To be arrested & bound to appear at next court.  And the sheriff is to "likewise take the Children and Servant Maid of the said Richard Stoovens and carry them before ye next Justice of ye peace to take their Examinations."


SE 3/1706t:  EXAM COURT:  MURDER:  examination of PL.  Court's opinion "that ye Evidence against ye said lawlis doth not amount to enough to bind him over to ye Genll Court for tryall . . . but that there is evidence sufficient to bind him to his good behaviour."  To post bond for 1 yr. to be of good beh. toward all subjects.

Legal records:  
Middle. Co. COB 4:  1705-1710:  27, 30-1.


INVENTORY:  27:  RS left "a considerable personall estate consisting of diverse goods and chattells and for as much as the same is likeley to be Imbezelled away by Sarah Stoovenss ye widdow . . . by her ill management & Riotus Liveing and the orphas of the said Richard Stoovens thereby ruined & defrauded of their estate for prevention whereof" orderd that the Sherriff taken an inventory of the estate & secure it until the Court's further order & that the Sherriff make a report to the next court.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Patrick Lawlis 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Richard Stoovens [illegible:  Stevens?  Hevens?  Brown?].  

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w



Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. to Sarah Stoovens

Children:

yes

Occupation:

[has a servant maid / prob. planter]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1711, Sept. 13 




Middlesex Co.

CT

GOVT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM WHITE by WHITE

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL / HONOR

Intox?:  [prob. both]

Day of week:
Th

Time of day:


Holiday:  
yes, muster day

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Capt. George Wortham m. Benjamin Davis


Weapon:  sword.  d. 2 hrs. from bleeding.


Circumstances:  [tavern]


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  HOM:  EXAM COURT:  SE 9/22/1711:  Capt. George Wortham jailed on suspicion of felonious Murthering of Benjamin Davis.  To be tried by General Court.  Admitted to bail:  500 l. sterling bond.  Wit. bound for the state:  Matthew Parry, J William Pulshier [?], Dudley Jolley.  Ordered that the clerk record the examination & depositions against Capt. George Wortham.  // recommended for pardon by the governor.

Legal records:  

COB 5, 1710-1721:  p. 47-8


COB 5, 54:  SE 11/1711:  widow of Benj. Davis summoned to next court to see if she will accept administration of his estate.

Middlesex Deeds, 1703-1720:  277-83.


TEST:  Capt. Geo. Wortham:  GW mustered his troop.  "after he had done mustering the people went to running of Races and won and left some Syder and he was desired to stay and drink part with them & some body asked him whether Wm. Matthews had Stole his Mare or no which Mare he had attached and he answered Yes and then within Benja. Davis told him he was an honest man and took his Mare where he could find her and that he the said Capt. Wortham was a Rouge and a Knave and gave him the said Wortham a great deale of ill language."  GW left him & went into the House "haveing his Sword by his Side all the while" and a small time later BD came in and gave GW "more ill language but he persuaded him to be quiate and he was soe till heared a man a nocking in the prison and then asked him who was such a block head to put that man there whither such a Pupey as he or know he the said Wortham answered it was Mr. Christopher Robinson as he was Informed that committed him and that could answer it be believed upon that Davis said Mr. Christopher Robinson was a blockhead and a pupey and that all the Justices were fooles and did not know their Duty."  GW told BD to keep still, but BD "kept raleing like a Mad man."  GW held up his cane to BD "and pointed towards him and said Ben dont rave so" upon which BD drew his sword & made a blow at GW's head, who fended it off with his cane "and got up to flee from him and he made another blow at him and that he defended with his Cane and fleed to the door to have got his horse out of the mans hands that held him there but Davis persued soe fast out of the door that he could not get to his horse and he jumped out of the door and dropt his Cane and Davis still followed him and repeated his blows at him" upon which GW drew his sword "and desired him to stand of and not persue him asked if he had a mind to murder him and he prest hard upon him swearing and raveing like a mad man" & GW drawing back further asked again if he had a mind to murder him "whereupon Davis flew at him at once and run upon the point of his Sword & run it into his left brest."  GW said that he [GW] made no pass at BD.  "& that beat his Sword down as he was guarding himselfe and then run upon the point of it."  GW:  "what prevented his flying from the said Davis says that the Corner of the house and an old Arbor were in his Way."


TEST:  Dudley Jolley & Wm Chesheire:  BD received a wound from GW's sword.  WC said he "saw nothing to hinder the said Wortham from flying" from Davis.  The wound occasioned BD's death.


TEST:  Wm Chesheire (age 20, X):  after sunset, 9/13, wit. came from his work to the Ordinary at the Court House, where wit. saw GW, BD, & several other people together at the end of the ordinary, when he heard an argument about a Mare that GW had attached from Wm Matthews.  ditto.  After that argument, Richard Paffat, one of the company, asked GW to go into the house & smoke a pipe & drink a pot "and then they should be free of Davis his noise" & the two went in with some others.  wit. & BD & some others stayed without.  Then they went in as well.  Arguments began about a man in prison & BD said "that he had four men of his mind he would breake the prison door open and lett him out afterwards" & BD asked for the key several times to let him out "and said he would stand to it when he had done."  Whereupon GW "desired him to be easy & to be pacyfied (as he had done severall times before) and not to concern himself with that did not belong to him."  But the more GW implored, "the worse Davis was and said that they were Loggardheads and Pupes that put the man in prison."  GW told BD to hold his tongue, BD didn't, & GW said some word which wit. forgot "which disturbed" BD "who repeated it Severall times."  GD raised up his cane & pointed it & said BD "was like his Uncle Pritchard and Davis answered that if he was like his Uncle Prichard he would stand by his Uncle Pritchard till he dyed."  GD again bid BD be still, pointing his cane, & BD, having his sword out with the scabbard on, struck the cane.  And "on apprehending that Capt. Wortham threatened him with his Cane he drew his Sword and struck at" GW several times, which GW warded off several times with his cane, "till he either accidentally or willfully left it whereupon he drew his Sword and held it right against" BD "and bid him stand."  But BD, "still endeavouring to get a blow at him followed him close up & at last turned from him" and came towards wit. having put his sword up and said "Capt. Wortham I did not think to do you any harme & the said Davis in a crying tone said he was a dead man and opening his Shirt to look . . . the Deponent saith he saw some blood upon his Shirt."  BD said "prithee Will fetch my horse."  Wit. returned with the horse, but before he could come to BD again, wit. saw BD "fall right upon his face."  Wit. & Dudley Jolley took him up.  BD bled at his mouth & nose.  Let him lie down at his request.  d. in hrs.  Said nothing hindered GW from flying.


   Adds:  GW "gave him all the good words he could."  Wit. did not perceive "any Enmity or malice" in GW toward BD, & in particular GW "had some discourse with the said Davis about being his Overseer a little before."  Says that GW only offered to defend himself with his sword.  "and further saith that he thinks Capt. Wortham could not have fled from the said Davis without danger of being killed."


TEST:  Jacob Stiffe [signed]:  ditto:  no malice on GW's part, argument began about the mare, GW "had some discourse" with BD about being his overseer.


TEST:  Dudley Jolley [X, age 43]:  ditto on all WC's testimony.  & said GW desired BD to be quiet & "gave him all the good words he could and that he did not perceive any Enmity in said Worthan towards said Davis."

Rutland, v. 1:  Murder:  136-8, 142, 265n27.  265n27:  Wortham was convicted of murder but "it being found by the jury that the fact was committed se defendendo," was pardoned by the governor.  H. R. McIlwaine & W. L. Halls, eds., Exec. Jour. 3: 288.

H. R. McIlwaine, ed., Executive Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia, v. 3:  May 1, 1705-October 23, 1721 (Richmond:  Virginia State Library, 1928), 288; Scott, Criminal Law, 198n14.


Council, 10/24/1711:  petition of George Wortham, convicted in the General Court of killing RD.  "It being found by the Jury that the said Fact was committed se defendendo  The governor was pleased with the advice of the Council to order a pardon to be prepared for the said Wortham in the usual forme."

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Capt. George Wortham 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

militia captain / planter

Town:


MID

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Benjamin Davis

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w



Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[overseer]

Town:


MID

Birthplace:

MID

Religion:




Organizations:



1713





Middlesex Co.

CT

Gloucester Co.



Gloucester Co.


NOTE:  counted as Middlesex Co., since the claims are recorded there and because the victims were from there.  Move them when Gloucester County's records are examined.  See also the Lancaster County case.

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM SLAVES by WHITES:  3 adults

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  JUSTIFIED / OUTLAWED

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  0, 0. [0]


HOM:  unknown white posse members m. Judy, Cromwell, and George Duncan (outlawed slaves of Christopher Robinson)


Weapon:  drowned / drowned / shot


Circumstances:  see below


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 10/1713:  CLAIMS.  For 3 outlawed slaves of Christopher Robinson.  Claims filed to compensate CR for their loss.

Legal records:  
Middlesex Co. COB 5:  141-2.  


NOTE:  in the COB, Robinson, the county clerk, was determined to try his slaves in court & had a number executed or mutilated for committing crimes.  No surprise that these slaves ran & prefered to die than surrender.  A true battle of wills.  Other slaveowners in Middlesex Co. did not use the courts with such brutal efficiency.


MANSL:  to Christopher Robinson for Judy, a negro woman "who was forced into the Mill dam of Ralph Wormeley, gentl and Drowned by the sherif and men who were in perfusit of her and Some Other of His said Robinsons Negroes after shee was Outlawed."  30 l.


MANSL:  to Christopher Robinson, gent, for Cromwell (age 17), a negro man slave who was outlawed & "who was drowned at Point Comfort in Gloster County by men in persuit of him."  33 l.


HOM:  to Christopher Robinson, gent, for George Duncan (age 33, a sawyer), a negro man slave who was outlawed & "afterwards shott by Henry Greenwood in Gloster Co."  35 l.

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

___ [several posse members, probably]

Ethnicity:



Race:


w


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Judy

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

outlawed slave of Christopher Robinson, county clerk

Town:


MID

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

Cromwell

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

m

Age:


17

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

outlawed slave of Christopher Robinson, county clerk

Town:


MID

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 3:  

George Duncan 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

m

Age:


33

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

sawyer; outlawed slave of Christopher Robinson, county clerk

Town:


MID

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1718





South Carolina

CT


NOTE:  counted as Middlesex case because of the claim and because of the origin of the slave.

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM of SLAVE by WHITES

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  JUSTIFIED / OUTLAWED

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  ___ m. Robin Mingo (negro man slave of Christopher Robinson)


Weapon:  [musket]  gun


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 4/1718:  CLAIMS:  HOM of OUTLAWED SLAVE:  Robin [aka Robert] Mingo, a negro man slave of Christopher Robinson, ran away from his master & was outlawed.  Escaped to South Carolina, "where in apprehending him he was shott through.  that the said Robinson made a Constant prosecution to apprehend and take him."  valued at 50 l.

Legal records:  

Middlesex Co. COB 5:  1710-1721:  369-70.  

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Robin Mingo 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Christopher Robinson, county clerk

Town:


MID

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1766, Feb.





Middlesex Co.

CT

Class:   possible

Crime:   HOM of WHITE by SLAVES

Rela:    UNK

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Ben & Sharper (negro man slaves of John Murray) m. Morris Stevens


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 2/11/1766.  Tried for murder.  pNG.  Wit. against Sharper:  Josiah, a negro man slave of John Murray ("being a Christian").  Sharper fNG.  Wit. against Ben:  Josiah, Sharper, John Batchelder, Samuel Wortham, and William Taylor.  Ben fNG.

Legal records:  

Middlesex Co. Order Book, 1758-1767 (Part 2), 540-2

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused 1: 

 Ben

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Murray

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Sharper

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of John Murray

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Morris Stevens

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:


1766, June 30 





Middlesex Co.

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   FALSE ACCUSATION OF MURDER of SLAVE by SLAVE

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  1


HOM:  Stapleton (a negro slave of Hannah Price) and Jane (a negro woman slave of Leving Gale) m. Christian (a negro woman slave of Hannah Price)


Weapon:  Poison.  S prepared the poison and did "procure" J to administer it.  C languished & died on 7/1.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 10/11/1766.  Ind. for murder, malice aforethought.  pNG.  Charges against Jane were dropped & she was admitted as evidence against Stapleton.  fNG.  Then David Ker (King's attorney) gave the court evidence that Jane committed perjury in her testimony against Stapleton.  Ordered:  Jane to have one ear nailed to the pillory & there to stand one hour & then have the ear cut off, & then to be nailed by the other ear for one hour & then have it cut off, & then 39 lashes on her bare back at the public whipping post.

Legal records:  

Middlesex Co. Order Book, 1758-1767 (Part 2), 580-4

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Stapleton 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m



Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Hannah Price

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Jane 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

f



Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Leving Gale Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Christian

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Hannah Price

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1771, Oct. 12 



Middlesex Co.

CT




(Christ Church parish)

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE

Motive:  ABUSE?

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  0 


HOM:  Abram (negro man slave of Ralph Wormeley, Esq.) m. Sarah (a negro woman slave of RW)


Weapon:  Struck, kicked, mortally wounded.  d. inst.  [phys]


Circumstances:  at parish of Christ Church.


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 10/18/1771:  O&T:  Ind. for murder.  Malice aforethought.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  To hang on Weds, 10/30.  90 l.

Legal records:  

Middlesex COB 1769-1772:  [page # illeg.]

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Abram 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Ralph Wormeley, Esq.

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Sarah 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of RW

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1772, March 31 & Apr. 1





Middlesex Co.

CT


NOTE:  was it murder, or medicine?

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM:  2 adults

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  0; 6  


HOM:  Lewis & York (negro man slaves of Garvin Corbin, Esq.) m. Burgess & John (negro man slaves of Garvin Corbin, Esq.)


Weapon:  poisonous medicines


Circumstances:  Lewis, negro man slave of Garvin Corbin, Esq.  On 4/1, parish of Christ Church, wilfully & fel. -- showed them to Burgess, negro man slave of Garvin Corbin.  "immediately upon which" Burgess languished, sickened, & died on 4/1 "of the poisonous Medicines."  Charged with murder, "malice aforethought."  //  & on 3/30, Lewis & York (another negro man slave of GC) gave poisonous medicine to John (another negro man slave of GC), who d. 4/5.  Murder, malice aforethought.  & Lewis & York gave poisonous drugs from 11/1/1771 to 4/1/1772 to Burgess, John, and other slaves of GC.  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 5/16/1772  MURDER / EXHIBITING AND PREPARING POISONOUS MEDICINES:  O&T:  York fNG.  Lewis fNG of murder of Burgess, but fG of murder of John.  DEATH.  to hang Friday, 5/29.  85 l.

Legal records:  

Middlesex COB, 1769-1772:  SE 5/16/1772  

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Lewis

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Garvin Corbin

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

York

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Garvin Corbin

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Burgess

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Garvin Corbin

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

John

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Garvin Corbin

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1776 April





Middlesex Co.

CT


NOTE:  cannot tell if RB was an overseer, employer who had 
hired the victim's time, etc.

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM 

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM] SLAVE by WHITE

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Robert Berry m. a Negro fellow (of Mrs. Jones).


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  
Legal records:  
Newspaper:  


VGaz,  4/19/1776  P: 3:3  HOM of SLAVE by WHITE in VA:  Murder in Middlesex Co., VA:  "Robert Berry of Middlesex, found guilty of murdering a negro fellow belonging to Mrs. Jones of that county, has fled from justice, and there is now a hue and cry after him.  He is a native of Virginia, about 26 years of age, near 6 feet high, is stout made, has a down look, dark hair and eyes, and follows the water as a pilot.  He crossed the bay, to some part of the Eastern Shore."

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Robert Berry

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:


Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Mrs. Jones

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1795, Sept. 20





Middlesex Co.

CT


NOTE:  may have been a romance homicide / possessive

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Peter (a negro man slave of George Dillard of King & Queen Co.) m. Alice (a negro woman slave of Robert Boyd).


Weapon:  linen handkerchief around her neck, choked & strangled her.


Circumstances:  in Christ Church parish.


Inquest:  


Court proceedings:  SE 9/28/1795:  O&T:  MURDER:  malice aforethought, premeditated.  fG.  DEATH.  to hang 11/6.  Value:  65 l.

Legal records:  

COB 3:  1794-6:  99-100

Newspaper:  

Census:
Genealogy:
Accused:  

Peter 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b


Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of George Dillard of King & Queen Co. 

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Alice 

Ethnicity:



Race:


b



Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Robert Boyd

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Suspect(s








