Codebook:  Arrest Reports in Philadelphia, 1902-1932
Roger Lane

(May 2004 version)


The following data are described in Roger Lane (1997) Murder in America: A History. Columbus: Ohio State University Press.  The data are from arrest reports compiled by the Philadelphia police in 1902, 1908, 1914, 1920, 1926, and 1932.
  1
Case number

Note:  Gaps in the sequence of case numbers do not represent missing data.  They represent numbers held in reserve in the event additional cases were discovered while the data were being entered or cases that were dropped when they were found to be duplicates of cases already entered.
  2
Year

  3
Status


0
Death before trial


1
Ok


2
Ignored


3
Nolle prosequi


4
Incomplete docket


5
Fugitive


6
Unsolved


7
Murder and suicide


8
Exonerated by coroner


9
Pending

  4
Charge


1
Murder


2
Manslaughter


3
Abortion


4
Unknown

  5
Plea


0
Nolo contendere


1
Not guilty


2
First-degree murder


3
Second-degree murder


4
Voluntary manslaughter


5
Involuntary manslaughter


6
Unspecified guilt


7
Assault and battery


8
Abortion


9
Unknown

  6
Number of accused

  7
Race of accused


1
Black


2
Italian


3
Other


9
Unknown

  8
Gender of accused


1
Male


2
Female


9
Unknown

  9
Age of accused


98
Minor

99
Unknown

10
Job of accused


1
Laborer


2
Self-employed


3
Watchman


4
Driver


5
Unemployed


6
Gang member or illegal activities


7
Police officer


8
Other employment


9
Unknown

11
Number of victims

12
Victim race


1
Black


2
Italian


3
Other


9
Unknown

13
Victim gender


1
Male


2
Female


9
Unknown

14
Victim age


98
Minor


99
Unknown

15
Victim job


1
Laborer


2
Self-employed


3
Watchman


4
Driver


5
Unemployed


6
Gang member or illegal activities


7
Police officer


8
Other employment


9
Unknown

16
Relationship to accused


1
Married


2
Live together


3
Lovers


4
Kin


5
Acquaintance


6
Strangers


7
Boarder or landlord


8
Other


9
Unknown

17
Weapon


1
Gun


2
Knife or sharp instrument


3
Blunt object


4
Fist or other body part


5
Vehicle


6
Other


7
Poison


9
Unknown

18
Site


1
Home of victim


2
Home of accused


3
Street


4
Saloon


5
Other


6
Home of victim and accused


9
Unknown

19
Accused alcohol


1
Yes


2
No


9
Unknown

20
Victim alcohol


1
Yes


2
No


9
Unknown

21
Motive


0
Argument (premeditated attack)


1
Domestic


2
Sex


3
Accident


4
Sudden fit


5
Robbery


6
Abortion


7
Gang-related


8
Other


9
Unknown

22
Defense


1
Medical


2
Mental


3
Self-defense


4
Justified


5
Lack evidence


6
Other


7
No defense


9
Unknown

23
Verdict


1
Not guilty


2
Insanity


3
First-degree murder


4
Second-degree murder


5
Voluntary manslaughter


6
Involuntary manslaughter


7
Assault and battery


8
Abortion


9
Unknown

24
Sentence


92
Fine


93
House of detention


94
Mental hospital


95
No sentence, not guilty


96
Suspended


97
Death


98
Life


99
Unknown

25
Gang


1
No


2
Yes (teen or twenties)


3
Yes (gangsters or mob)

26
Arrest record

1 No
2 Yes

