
Homicides of Adults in Rhode Island, 1630-1797PRIVATE 

Bartlett, Irving H. (1954) From Slave to Citizen: The Story of the Negro in Rhode Island. Providence: The Urban League of Greater Providence.


pp. 15-16:  no specific reference.

6/13/1727:  an Indian named Peter, property of Jacob Mott of Portsmouth, fired a bullet through his master’s hat.  Count found no motive to kill but “only an intent of mischief” & turned case over to General Assembly, which ordered he “be branded in the forehead with the letter R with a hot iron, and be publickly whipped at a cart’s tail throughout all the most public corners and places of the town of Newport.”

n.d.:  in Kingston, a slave killed his master’s wife.  He escaped & committed suicide.  The Assembly ordered “that his head, legs, and arms be cut from his body, and hung up in some public place, near the town, to public view, and his body to be burnt to ashes, that it may, if it please God, be something of a terror to others from perpetration of the like barbarity for the future.”

NOTE:


Was Rhode Island less homicidal than the rest of NEng before King Philip's War?  It seems not:  a fair number of homicides for a small population, Ind-Ind, Ind-English, Eng-Eng.  Possible that there was an ironic solidarity in toleration & a sense of persecution by the other colonies (later, the United Colonies) -- and a strong sense of mutual dependence b/w the Narragansetts and the English colonists, brokered by Roger Williams.  From 1670-5, when the records are solid, their are two Eng-Eng homs, two Ind-Ind homs (3 victims), a rape murder of an English woman by an Indian man, and the chiarivari execution of Thomas Cornell for the alleged murder of his mother (which was more probably an accidental death in a fire).  None of this speaks to a strong sense of social solidarity among anyone, and a high rate of homicide, even though the records show little evidence of homicide, 1637-1669.


Rhode Island raises important theoretical issues concerning toleration.  It appears that there was no greater sense of solidarity among the inhabitants of Rhode Island that in the other colonies.  

Bartlett, John R., ed. (1856) Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and providence Plantations in New England, 10 v. New York: AMS Press, 1968.


Have not yet read Bartlett.

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), .

Simon Bradstreet, "Simon Bradstreet's Journal, 1664-1683."  New England Historical and Genealogical Register IX (1855), 4

Austin, John Osborne (1969) Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company.  Familiar with the court case files through about 1750!

Rhode Island Court Records:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony of Providence Plantations, 1647-1662, v. 1 (Providence, 1920).

Rhode Island Court Records:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony of Providence Plantations, 1662-1670, v. 2 (Providence, 1922).

Chapin, Howard M. (1916) Documentary History of Rhode Island: Being the History of the Towns of Providence and Warwick to 1649 and of the Colony to 1647. Providence: Preston and Rounds.  v. 1.

Chapin, Howard M. (1919) Documentary History of Rhode Island: Being the History of the Towns of Portsmouth and newport to 1647 and the Court Records of Aquidneck. Providence: Preston and Rounds.  v. 2.

Fiske, Jane Fletcher (1998) Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704. Boxford, Mass.


includes:  Records of the Gen. Court of Trials at Newport, 5/1671t - 3/1685t, 9/1693t - 9/1704t.


includes:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Town of Warwick, 1659-1674


1640-1646:  Circuit Quarterly Courts established in Rhode Island.  Its records scattered in the mss. volume, "Rhode Island Colony Records, 1646-1669," at the Rhode Island Archives.  The records for 1641-1646 were abstracted in Howard M. Chapin, Documentary History of Rhode Island (Providence, 1920), v. 2.  


1647-    :  the Gen. Ct. of Trials was established in 1647.  Most of the records of the court from 1647 to 1670 are in the mss. volume, "Rhode Island Colony Records, 1646-1669," at the Rhode Island Archives.  A transcription was published in two books:  Rhode Island Court Records:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony of Providence Plantation (Providence, 1920, 1922), v. 1 (1647-1662), v. 2 (1663-1670).


1671-1721:  the records of the Gen. Ct. of Trials preserved in Newport Court Book A, which has been kept with the later Newport County Court Books (which begin with B).  Book A covers the entire colony to 1721, when the counties were established and with them the county courts.  The volume is now located at the Rhode Island Judicial Archives at One Hill Street, Pawtucket.  Most case files for the period covered in Book A have been lost.

Jane Fletcher Fiske, Gleanings from Newport Court Files, 1659-1783 (Boxford, Mass., 1998).State Library (GEN) F89 N5 F57

Class of death:   

Class of crime:   

Relationship:    

Motive:  


Intoxication?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:


Time of day:


Days until death:  


SUSPECT(s):


VICTIM(s):



Cause of death:  


Circumstances:   

Inquest:   


Indictment:  


Term of court:  


Court proceedings:  

Legal records:  
Newspapers:
Other Legal records:  
Census:  
Genealogy:  

Suspect:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


Victim:  



Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:



Age:




Phys char:



Literate:



Marital Status:  


Children:



Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:



Organizations:



Personal history:  


1636, July 20




Block Island

HIST


CHECK:  the text in Dunn's Winthrop journal

Class:    certain

Crime:    HOM or WAR [depending on motive ascribed]

Rela:     NONDOM

Motive: several possibilities, according to Cave, Pequot War:


1)  POLITICAL / To punish JO for encouraging English trade with the Pequots, who were the rivals of the Narragansetts and eastern Niantics (and thus of their tributaries, the Block Island Indians)


2)  ROBBERY


3)  RETRIBUTION:  believing that JO was responsible for spreading a smallpox epidemic that had recently struck the Narragansetts


4)  POLITICAL / the death may have been engineered by an anti-English faction that hoped to force a change in Narragansett policy


5)  UNKNOWN / some unknown provocation

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Narragansett Indians m. John Oldham; John Gallop and his crewman m. 11 Narragansett Indians


Weapon:  JO:  hatchet to head.  JO found "under an old seine, stark naked, his head cleft to the brains, and his hand and legs cut as if they had been cutting htem off, and yet warm."  The 11 Narragansett Indians:  drowned.


Circumstances:  while JO was trading for the Mass. Bay Colony along the Bay at Block Island [aka "Munisses").  JO was in a small vessel (a pnnace), which was weakly manned by himself, two Narragansett Indians, and two English boys.  The two little boys (his kinsmen) were injured and taken captive, but they were eventually returned.  The murderers were interrupted by John Gallop, "with one man more, and two little boys," coming from Connecticut in a bark of 20 tons, intending for Long Island.  JG spied 14 Indians on board and suspected they had murdered JO.  The Indians set sail, but JG caught up with them 2 miles later, sprayed their deck with duck shot, rammed them, and frightened ten of the Indians into jumping overboard, where they drowned.  JG then boarded JO's vessel.  Took one prisoner, bound him, and threw him into the hold.  Another Indian surrendered, and JG, fearing that the new prisoner, if placed together with the other, would break his bonds, threw his new prisoner "bound into the sea."  The remaining two Indians could not be dislodged, so JG left the ship & tried to tow it, but failing that, he cut the ship loose that night, and the wind carried it to the Narragansett shore.  Note:  two Narragansett Indians who had worked for JO carried a letter from Roger Williams to the governor of Mass. Bay, Henry Vane, telling him what had befallen JO.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Richard S. Dunn, James Savage, and Laetitia Yeandle, The Journal of John Winthrop, 1630-1649 (Cambridge:  The Belknap Press of Harvard Univ. Press, 1996), July-Sept. entries, 1636


William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, 1620-1647, ed. Samuel Eliot Morison (New York:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1970), 166, 292; and 148-157, 165-6, 169n, 209n, 226n, 374n.


JO:  arrived at Plymouth in 1623.  A leader of the anti-Separate faction in Plymouth Colony with the Reverend John Leyden in 1624.  Banished in 1625.  He repented and was reconciled to the Separates.  JO went to Virginia, but became ill, and returned to Mass. Bay with his family.  JO moved to Nantasket (Hull) in 1636.


166:  "At length, going a trading in a small vessel among the indians, and being weakly manned, upon some quarrel they knocked him in the head with a hatchet, so as he fell down dead and never spake word more.  Two little boys that were his kinsmen were saved, but had some hurt, and the vessel was strangely recovered from the Indians by another that belonged to the Bay of Massachusetts; and this his death was one ground of the Pequot War which followed."


Arthur A. Cave, The Pequot War (Amherst:  Univ. of Massachusetts Press, 1996), 104-108.  Cave discounts the idea that the Pequots were involved in JO's murder.  No one at the time thought so.  All evidence pointed to the Narragansetts and their allies, who wanted to discourage English trade with the Pequots.  JO had been trading at Saybrook and at his trading post upriver at Wethersfield before he sailed to Block Island.  Later investigation showed that three of the Indians who drowned from JO's ship were Narragansett sachems and that another drowning victim was in the pay of the head sachem of the eastern Niantics.  Mass. Bay authorities did not hold Canonicus or Miantonomi responsible, but they did hold six "under-sachems" responsible, and demanded of the Narragansetts the return of JO's trade goods and of all participants in his murder.  After the murder, Narragansetts were seen wearing goods stolen from JO and trading goods stolen from JO to the Dutch at the House of Good Hope (the Dutch trading post on the upper Conn. River, in the Wethersfield-Windsor-Hartford area).  The Narragansett murderers who survived most likely took refuge with the eastern Niantics, although the Narragansett sachems told Mass. Bay that the murderers had taken refuge with the Pequots (the Narragansetts' enemies).


Salibury, Manitou and Providence, 218:  says the murderers were eastern Niantics, not Narragansetts.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:

Eastern Niantic / Narragansett

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John Oldham

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:

y

Marital Status:

m

Children:

yes

Occupation:

trader

Town:


Nantasket (Hull)

Birthplace:



Religion:

Congregationalist (memb. of Watertown Congregation)

Organizations:



1636, Aug.




Narragansett

HIST

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  POLITICAL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  Cutshamakin m. a Pequot


Weapon:  [musket] gun


Circumstances:  swamp


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Richard S. Dunn, James Savage, and Laetitia Yeandle, The Journal of John Winthrop, 1630-1649 (Cambridge:  The Belknap Press of Harvard Univ. Press, 1996), 186.


Entry of 10/14/1636:  as Endicott's expedition against the murderers of John Oldham "came by Naragnsett Cutshamakin an Indian who went with them for an Interpreter, who beinge armed with a Corslett & a peece had Crept into a swampe & killed a pequott & havinge flead of the skinne of his head, he sent it to Canonicus, who presently  sent it to all the Sachems about him, & returned manye thankes to the Englishe & sent 4: fath: of wampom to Cutshamakin.


Salisbury, 214-15:  Cuts. forced Canonicus to acknowledge & reaffirm his alliance with the Massachusetts & thereby made it harder for the Narragansetts to remain neutral in the conflict b/w the Eng. & the Peq.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Cuts:  brother & successor of Chickataubut as sachem of the Massachusetts

Accused:  

Cutshamakin

Ethnicity:

Massachusetts

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Neponset

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:

Pequot

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1643





Narragansett territory

HIST

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM:  1 adult; guess 3 adults in 2nd attack

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  POLITICAL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  Miantonomi m. a Pequot man; Mohegans m. several Connecticut River Indians allied with Narragansett; & aik of that Pequot man on Uncas


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  attempted murder of Uncas, waging war against Indian allies of the English


Term?:  9/1643:  commissioners of the United Colonies at Hartford


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  handed over to Uncas for execution.  Killed with a sharp blow to the head on the road between Hartford and Windsor.

Source:  

Alfred A. Cave, The Pequot War (Amherst:  Univ. of Mass. P, 1996), 163-167).


1642-1643:  Miantonomi, the Naragansett sachem, clearly implicated in several plots to kill his rival, Uncas, the Mohegan sachem, who together with the Montauk sachem Wyandanch "shrewdly exploited" English distrust of the Naragansetts to "enhance their own power."  (164)  //  to "cover his tracks," M beheaded a Pequot conspirator who had earlier, on M's instigation, stabbed Uncas.  M had promised to send the conspirator to the English for interrogation, but probably fearing what the conspirator might say, killed him.


The power struggle b/w Miantonomi & Uncas was a struggle for influence over the Indians of the Ct. Valley.


After the murder, the Mohegans killed several members of a River Indian band that had accepted Narragansett protection, so M left a force of 1000 warriors against the Mohegans, but the Narragansetts were defeated & M taken prisoner.  Uncas turned Miantonomi over to the English at Hartford for trial:  the commissioners of the United Colonies declared in Sept., 1643 that M should die & turned him over to Uncas for execution, asking that he be killed humanely & not tortured.  On the road b/w Hartford & Windsor, Uncas killed M with a sharp blow to the head.


Salisbury, Manitou and Providence, 228-35:  excellent account.  The Narragansett were still powerful, despite the Pequot War and the smallpox epidemic of 1633:  some 30,000 Indians still lived around Narragansett Bay in the early 1640s.  But they were gradually isolated after the Pequot War, because of their alliance with Rhode Island's English settlers (who were too weak and isolated themselves to offer much support), because Ct. occupied the former Pequot hunting grounds that had been promised them, and because Mass. devalued its alliance with the Narragansetts & encroached on their (and Rhode Island's) territory by settling Shawomet in 1642.  In 1642, Miantonomi appealed to other Indians, as the Pequot had appealed to him in 1636, for pan-Indian unity to oppose the English.  Probably not an invitation to violence, but of political solidarity.


Twist of events in 1643:  M had to carry his message directly to Uncas.  Charges & counter-charges that spring that M had hired an assassin to murder U, which ended with the murder of the assassin, for which M was blamed.  Then in July a Ct. River sachem, Sequasson, called on the Narragansett for aid agst. the Mohegan after a battle in which several of his followers had been killed.  M informed Ct. & Mass. Bay of his intentions & set out against the Mohegans, but was captured easily, because he was wearing heavy armor provided him by "a well-meaning follower" of Samuel Gorton.  U turned M over to the newly-formed United Colonies, who sentenced M to death, but realizing the delicacy of the situation, left U to put M to death on Mohegan territory.  Thus the United Colonies ended the chance for pan-Indian solidarity that M represented.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Miantonomi

Ethnicity:

Narragansett

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

sachem

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:

sachem of the Narragansett

Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:

Pequot

Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1649




[Warwick], RI

CT


NOTE:  the indictment was not explicitly for murder, which suggests an accidental death.  The death may have been a homicide, however.  Count as uncertain because the bill was "concerning the death," not manslaughter or murder.

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   prob. CAS / poss HOM MANSL

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Christopher Helmes m. Rufus Barton [Bartin]


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, "upon the bill presented concerning the death of Rufus Bartin."  [mansl]


Term?:  5/26/1649 -- Warwick


Court proceedings:  "traversseth his inditement and putteth himself upon the tryall the verdict of the Jury is we finde hime not guilty."  pNG.  fNG.



NOTE:  CH indicted at the same session of the court "concerning the pretended purchase of some of Warwick land."  pNG.  fG by the jury.  40 s. fine to be paid to public treasury within 20 days of the next General Assembly.

Source:  

Rhode Island Court Records:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony of Providence Plantations, 1647-1662, v. 1 (Providence, 1920), 6-7.  [the only references to CH in the court records./

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:

Austin, John Osborne (1969) Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company.  Nothing on RB.
CH 464:  son of William Helme of Long Sutton (Sutton St. Mary) in Lincolnshire, England, gentleman.  Came to New England with his cousin William Wentworth and went with him to Exeter, NH, in 1639.  Probably in Warwick, RI by 1644, when he witnessed the submission of the Narragansett sachems.  1649:  Valentine Hill (a prominent merchant in Boston & Dover) bought 500 acres near Oyster River from CH.  Disfranchised 1/1648 by the town for seditious speeches.  Married to Margaret; at least one son, William, who each deeded property to Ricahrd Carder in 1662, after CH’s death.

Accused:  

Christopher Helmes 

Ethnicity:

English
Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:

[y]
Marital Status:  
m. Margaret
Children:

at least one son
Occupation:

gentleman, landowner, farmer
Town:


Warwick

Birthplace:

Long Sutton, Lincolnshire, England
Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Rufus Bartin [Barton]

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1661, Jan. 4




Providence, RI

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  


HOM:  Waumaion (and Benjamin Hernden, accessory) m. John Clawson


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, W:  murder; BH:  a principal in the murder committed by W


Term?:  SE 3/12/1661 -- Providence


Court proceedings:  W:  through interpreters, "Confessed that he had killed him."  pG.  DEATH.  to hang.  //  BH:  pNG.  fNG.  disch. paying fees.

Source:  

Rhode Island Court Records:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony of Providence Plantations, 1647-1662, v. 1 (Providence, 1920), 71-72

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Austin, John Osborne (1969) Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company.

Benjamin Hearndon 95-6.  (d. 1687, m. Elizabeth White who d. 1701, dau of Wm & Elizabeth White).  9 children.  EW remarried after BH’s death.  Providence, RI.  10/16/1662:  bought a house and lot of 25 acres in Providence worth 20 l. from Wm & Elizabeth White of Boston, the money paid by his wife Elizabeth.  2/19/1665:  drew lot 86 in a division of lands.  1684-5:  BH & EH had a lot of 60 acres with a meadow laid out to them, and they deed it to their son Benjamin, “he being destitute of a place of settlement.”  Appears that BH Jr. had just married his wife, Lydia.
BH Jr. 95-6:  assume that Sr. was the person charged as an accessory.
Accused 1:  

Waumaion 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Benjamin Hernden

Ethnicity:

English

Race:


w
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Elizabeth
Children:

9 children
Occupation:

farmer
Town:


Providence
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John Clawson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1661 / 1662




Newport

CT

Class:   do not count

Crime:   SUS / no homs / only accusations of murder

Rela:    

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  m. of a young negro servant of Mr. Benedict Arnold (now Gov. of RI in 1664) // m. of a son of Mr. Joseph Clark (now Asst. of RI in 1664)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  no


Term?:  SE  3/ 8/1664:  Newport


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Rhode Island Court Records:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony of Providence Plantations, 1662-1670, v. 2 (Providence, 1922), 29


"Upon accation of some debate in this Court Concearing the Death of a young negar servant to Mr benidict arnold now govenor in the yeare 1661 soe Called and alsoe Concearning the Death of a son of Mr Joseph Clarke now assistant in the yeare 1662 the Court declares themselves fully satisfied in the proceedings taken by the towne of newport and the officers therof to the Enquiers after the Death of the parsones aforesd and that the proceeding aofresayd weare fully availeable sufficiente and unquestonable as to the Clearing of all parsones from all maner of guilt Relating to the Death of the parsones aforesd."

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ / ___ Clarke

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:





Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1670, July 11




Wickford, RI

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  FEUD

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [2]


HOM:  Thomas Flounders [aka Flonders] m. Walter House


Weapon:  beaten with cudgel.  not inst.  //  TF said he his WH with a small stick & that WH, holding up his arm, fell backward and hit his head against a rafter.

Circumstances:  TF in his shop when Walter House walked in.  WH argued with TF over a lawsuit in which they were both involved.  TF lost his temper. TF was in the shop & WH was on the threshold.  Constable Samuel Eldred found a hole in the forepart of WH’s head and several other bruises on his left arm, inflicted by TF.

Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  SE 10/19/1670  


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG of mansl.  DEATH.  Hanged 11/2/1670.

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 45.


Rhode Island Court Records:  Records of the Court of Trials of the Colony of Providence Plantations, 1662-1670, v. 2 (Providence, 1922), 97-98.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Austin, John Osborne (1969) Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company.

TF 79: m. Sarah.  TF died in 1670, SF died after 1670.  Petitioned after his execution for the reinstatement of her estate for her and her infant child.  Grant:  given bedding, household stuff, cow and hog, & corn.

WH 105:  d. 1670.  His wife Mary d. after 1670.  Wickford, RI.  
Accused:  

Thomas Flounders 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Sarah
Children:

at least one infant
Occupation:

tradesman

Town:


Wickford

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Walter House

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


[Wickford]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1671]






CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Francis Usleten m. John Cockrum [aka Cockerill]


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  5/8/1671:  Gen. Ct. of Trials, Newport


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  Sentence:  to remain in prison until he has paid his fees "out of his Estate alredy sequestered, and then the Rest to be Returned to him."  & banished from the colony within ten days & "kept close prisoner" until he departs.  Not to return again "without leave from the Majestrates in each Towne Upon his perill."

Source:  

Jane Fletcher Fiske, Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704 (Boxford, Mass., 1998), 5.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Austin, John Osborne (1969) Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company.  Nothing.

Accused:  

Francis Usleten 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John John Cockrum [aka Cockerill]

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w
Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1673, Feb. 25




Portsmouth, RI

CT

D

Class:   uncertain

Crime:  prob CAS B / prob LEGAL CHIARIVARI [suspected HOM at the time]

Rela:    RELATIVE MOTHER by SON and DAUGHTER-IN-LAW

Motive:  INHERITANCE

Intox?:  no

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
 evening

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Thomas Cornell (aided and abetted by Sarah Cornell and by Harry) m. Mrs. Rebecca Cornell (his mother & her mother-in-law)


Weapon:  stab wound suspected [sharp]


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  5/12/1673:  Gen. Ct. of Trials, Newport.  ind. for murder.  //  5/11/1674:  Gen. Ct. of Trials, Newport:  H ind. for "actinge abettinge or consentinge" to the death of RC // 10/20/1675, Gen. Ct. of Trials, Newport:  SC, widow of TC, was "indicted by" William Cornell for murder


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  TC: pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  to hang 5/23.  //  H:  pNG.  fNG.  Cleared of his chains & promised to appear at the next sitting of the court on 5/19:  did not appear.  //  SC:  pNG.  fNG.  cleared by proclamation paying fees.

Source:  

Elaine Forman Crane (2002) Killed Strangely: The Death of Rebecca Cornell. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.


The definitive book on the subject.  Read it for the story and for an analysis of the case.


Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 46-7.


Jane Fletcher Fiske, Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704 (Boxford, Mass., 1998), 20-32, 37-8, 45.


TESTIMONY


do later, pp. 22-32


Simon Bradstreet, "Simon Bradstreet's Journal, 1664-1683."  New England Historical and Genealogical Register IX (1855), 46.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Thomas Cornell

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Sarah

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Portsmouth

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Sarah Cornell

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Thomas

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Portsmouth

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Harry

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Rebecca Cornell

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

widow

Children:

yes, at least one

Occupation:



Town:


[Portsmouth]

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1673, Mar. 21




Portsmouth, RI

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  SEXUAL ASSAULT

Intox?:  yes, assailant

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Punneau [aka Indian John] m. Mrs. Lottira [aka Lettice] Bulgar


Weapon:  [phys]


Circumstances:  P, drunk, forced his way into the home of LB, who was home alone at the time.  P raped her so violently that she died of vaginal trauma.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  Captured shortly after the crime.  Jailed.  Claimed to have no memory of the crime.  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged 5/23/1671.

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 47.


Record Book of the General Court of Trials, vol. A:  11.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:

Austin, John Osborne (1969) Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 30, 460.


Richard (1609- ) m. Lettice.

RB:  Roxbury, MA & later Portsmouth, RI.  Bricklayer.  6/18/1631:  freeman.  4/20/1634:  had his son John baptized.  11/20/1637:  he & other citizens of Roxbury were ordered to surrender their arms because “the opinions and revelations of Mr. Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchinson, have seduced and led into dangerous errors many of the people here in New England.”  1660-2:  general solicitor.  Land sales by RB & LB in 1660s, small lots.  71 yrs. old in 1679.    //  dismissed to church at Exeter, NH, from Boston church, 1/1639.  Lived at Exeter but was a planter at Dover in 1640.  Resident of Boston in 1647.  Admitted inhabitant and freeman t Porstmouth, 4/1650.  Licensed to sell beer, 1654.  Town auditor, town sergeant, solicitor general, clerk.
LB:  daughter of John and Leonora (Pawley) Underhill, and stepdaughter of Capt. Ric hard Morris.

Savage 4: 358-9.  John Underhill, the famous militia officer, was not LB’s father.  He was married to Helena.  JU came with Winthrop’s fleet as captain of military forces.  11/1637 – JU was first named among those disarmed for embracing the Antinomian heresy.  JU went to New Hampshire and was named governor of Dover in 1638, but Mass Bay soon persecuted him there as well for Antinomianism, so he moved to New Netherland.  Remained there for the duration, until the English conquest.  //  [Appears that the family may have been antinomian and that LB may have ended up in Rhode Island for that reason.]

Accused:  

Punneau [aka Indian John] 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mrs. Lottira [or Lettice] Bulgar

Ethnicity:

English
Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


[65]
Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Richard

Children:

at least one son
Occupation:

housewife / husband a carpenter
Town:


Portsmouth
Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1673]






CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Jankesick m. Ossawan


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  members of the same tribe.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder, "his Indictment openly read and distinctly interpreted."


Term?:  10/22/1673:  Gen. Ct. of Trials, Newport


Court proceedings:  asked whether he was guilty or not, "he could or would [not] give a possetie answer, only sayinge he knew not."  fG.  DEATH.  Hanged 11/5.  Jury of 6 Indians & 6 Indians.

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 47.


Jane Fletcher Fiske, Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704 (Boxford, Mass., 1998), 34-35.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Jankesick 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Ossawan

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1674, March






CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM:  2 adults

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND; NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Quaoganit [ala Old Man] m. his wife and another Indian man


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  5/11/1674:  yes, murder


Court proceedings:  pG.  DEATH.  To hang 5/19.

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 47.


Jane Fletcher Fiske, Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704 (Boxford, Mass., 1998), 38.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Quaoganit [aka Old Man]

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:
m

Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1699]






CT


NOTE:  may have been a homicide by someone else or by JB, but the failure to indictment JB for murder suggests an accidental death

Class:   do not count

Crime:   prob CAS GUN

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Johnathan Barney m. Henry Cherry


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, "for suspition of shooting Henry Cherry wareby hee was killed Dead."


Term?:  3/28/1699:  Gen. Ct. of Trials, Newport


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.  "cleared by proclamation paying his fees."  Fees paid & prisoner disch.

Source:  

Jane Fletcher Fiske, Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704 (Boxford, Mass., 1998), 191.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Austin, John Osborne (1969) Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company.  Nothing.

Accused:  

Johnathan Barney 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Henry Cherry

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



[1702]






CT

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Robin m. his wife "or squaw"


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1702:  Gen. Court of Trials, Newport


Court proceedings:  pNG.  put himself on trial "but desired thare might bee three Indians putt on ye Jury which was Allowed by the Court."  fG of chance medley.  Branded on his right hand near the thumb with letter R and all his goods forfeited to His Majesty & to be jailed until he pays costs & post bond for his good beh.

Source:  

Jane Fletcher Fiske, Rhode Island General Court of Trials, 1671-1704 (Boxford, Mass., 1998), 209.

Newspaper:
Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Robin

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Robin

Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1715, Mar. 22




Newport

P

TRACT

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM / ARSON

Rela:    RELATIVE WIFE and SISTER-IN-LAW

Motive:  MENTAL ILLNESS

Intox?:  no

Day of week:


Holiday?:

n

Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Jeremiah Mecham m. Patience Mecham (his wife) and Content Garsey (his sister-in-law)


Weapon:  ax, pen knife.  After the murder, he fended off the neighbors and set the house on fire.  He was captured when he jumped out a window to escape the flames.


Circumstances:  "knocking them down with the head of an Ax, and cutting his Wife's Throat with a Pen-Knife; and then setting his House on Fire"


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Executed 4/15/1715.  After death, his body was hung in a crow cage next to Job's on Wanamatoming Hill.  Still there 3 yrs. later.

Tract:


Clap, Nathaniel (1715) The Lord's Voice, Crying to His People: in some Extraoridnary Dispensations Considered in a Sermon . . . Occasioned by the Terrible Tragedies of a Man Barbarously Murdering his Wife and Her Sister, and then Burning his House, March 22, 1715. Boston: B. Green.  Evans 1729



pp. 68-70:  evening.  "A Poor Man having been for some time Exercised with Grievous Hurries of Mind, after he had sat on his House Top some part of the Day, and been in his Chamber much of the Afternoon; His Wife and her Sister upon his Invitation, going up into the Chamber to him, after Sun-set; whilst they were striving to Perswade him to go down with them, or to Prevent his Hurting himself, H Stabb'd his Wife in the Throat with a Pen knife, and then struck her and her Sister down with an Axe, Barbarously Murdering them, and miserably mangling their Bodies with several Dreadful Stroaks, and then stood on his Guard, with his Pen knife, and his Axe in his Hand; Knock'd one Man down as he was going up Stairs; Others Endeavouring to Apprehend him, by Breaking up the Floor under him and the Roof over him, and carrying some Fire Flaming before them, to light their way, He snatch'd away the Fire, laid it among some combustible Matter, got Ready more, quickly Kindled a great fire in the Chamber, made the Room too hot for himself, sprang out at the Window, among the People, that were now Surrounding his House."  Apprehended, jailed, tried, fG, & condemned.




In his younger years, "Enjoyed such a Religious Education, that his Conversation was, for a while, accounted by some, that knew him remarkably Religious; before he began to leave Religiously inclined Company."  Admitted that he profaned the Sabbath, neglected public worship, and "Mispent Abundance of Precious Time with Ungodly Company."  


Clap, Nathaniel (1715) A Broken Heart Acceptable with God through Christ. A Sermon Preached at Newport, March 27, 1715. Boston: Nicholas Boone.  Evans 1728  No copy survives.


Clap, Nathaniel (1715) Sinners Directed to Hear and Fear, and Do No More So Wickedly. Being an Impartial Account of the Inhumane and Barnarous Murder, Committed by Jeremiah Meacham, on His Wife and Her Sister, at Newport on Rhode-Island, March 22d, 1715. Boston: N. Boone.  McDade 676.  DCL, MWA, RHi, MHi.

Source:  


Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 113.  WELL TOLD STORY.


Rhode Island Court of Trials, A: 225.

Newspaper:

BNL 5/28/1715 (M):  HOM DOM WIFE & SISTER-IN-LAW / ATT SUI in RI:  dtl RI, 3/25:  "A Dreadful thing happened here:"  last T night, Jeremiah Mecham (40) m. his wife & her sister, "knocking them down with the head of an Ax, and cutting his Wife's Throat with a Pen-Knife; and then setting his House on Fire, leap'd out of the Chamber Window Headlong among the People, that were endeavouring to lay hold on him.  They got the Murdered Bodys out of thre Chamber by breaking up the Floor, and were Buried Yesterday.  The Murderer is now in Prison, too insensible of his Miserable Condition."  b. at Salem Village & lived in RI for 20 yrs, has been married & settled "in this Town" [???] "most of the Time."  Had 2 ch. living.  His father, mother, & several brothers now live in Ct.  He struck Stephen Raffen [sp?] on the head with his ax, "that was going to Apprehend him after his Murder; but tis hoped that Man's Wound will be Cured.  He tryed to Murder himself by cutting his own Throat before he was taken; but that also is likely to be Head.  He needs the Prayers of all Christians that God may grant him Repentance unto Life before he Dies."  //  BNL 4/18:  dtl RI, 4/15:  T last, executed "and hung up in Gibbets.  The Night before his Execution and that Day, he gave greater and better Evidences of his Sense of his Sinfulness and Repentance for Sin, with Submission to the Will of God, than had been discern'd since his Apprehension, before or after his Condemnation, standing on the Ladder a little before he Dyed, he desired a great Multitude of Peple that were standers by, to take Warning by his Example of coming to an untimely End, and of Profaning the Lord's Day, and Sinning against the Light of their Conscience; and Cautioned Married Persons to Guard against Strife and Contention in their Families, and acknowledged that he suffered justly for his Great and Capital Transgressions, and the Justice of the Sentance past upon him; he begg'd Pardon for his manifold Sins from God and Man, and forgave his Neighbours and all the World."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Jeremiah Mecham

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m
Age:


40

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:

weaver

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:

b. Salem Village

Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Patience Meacham

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Jeremiah

Children:




Occupation:

housewife

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

Content Garsey

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1719, Feb. 13




Newport

P

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  ABUSE

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
night

Days to death:  


HOM:  William Dyer m. Hannah Dyer (his wife)


Weapon:  strangled [phys]


Circumstances:  HD refused to have sexual relations with WD while she was pregnant, which angered him.  Menaced her with knife, threatened to rip her open, hit her with a stick.  Then one day grabbed her by the throat & strangled her & she went limp, bloody froth from her mouth.  [home victim & accused]


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Exec. 4/21/1719

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 114-15.


Rhode Island Court of Trials, A: 301.

Newspaper:

BNL 4/13/1719 (M):  HOM WIFE in RI:  dtl RI, 4/10:  Wm Dyer, house carpenter, tried 4/6 for murdering his wife on 2/13 [or 2/12?  illeg.] last in the night.  fG.  DEATH.  to hang 4/21.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

William Dyer

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. Hannah

Children:

several

Occupation:

house carpenter

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Hannah Dyer

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. William

Children:

several

Occupation:

housewife

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1719, Apr. 24




Westerly

P

CT




DATE:  Hearn says 25th

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    ROMANCE SUITED by SUITOR

Motive:  POSSESSIVE

Intox?:  

Day of week:
F

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  Reuben Hull m. Freelove Dolliver


Weapon:  [gun]


Circumstances:  RH had been courting FD for several months, when she decided to end their relationship.  RH became angry and shot her.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG.  DEATH.  Executed 6/23 [or 22]/1720.

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 116.


Rhode Island Court of Trials, A: 312.

Newspaper:

BNL 5/4/1719 (M):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  dtl RI, 5/1:  On F last, 4/24, Reuben Hull of Westerly killed Freelove Dolliver (a young woman of Westerly) "and is in Irons in our Goal for the said Fact."  //  BNL 9/14:  dtl RI, 9/11:  RH tried M last for "Killing and Murdering" Freelove Dalliver, a young woman, on 4/25.  fG.  DEATH.  to hang 11/10.  //  BNL 6/27/1720:  dtl RI, 6/24:  hanged yesterday.  "very obdurate, & made no Confession, who was buried near the Habitation of one Samuel Dyer, near New Port, which favour was granted at the request of his Friends and Relations, by the Government."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Reuben Hull 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

yeoman

Town:


Westerly

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Freelove Dolliver

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult
"young woman"

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:



Town:


Westerly

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1721, Nov. 5






P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    UNK [NONDOM]

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:
Sat

Holiday?:
n

Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. person m. George Hooper


Weapon:  shot


Circumstances:  at home of third party


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL 11/13/1721 (M):  HOM in RI:  dtl Rhode Island, 11/10:  Mr. George Hooper on Sunday night, 11/5, who lately arrived from Cape Catooch, "was Feloniously Murdered on the said Night, when at Supper at Alexander Greenfield's from a shot in at the Window by an unknown and undiscovered party."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:




Gender:




Age:


[adult]

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

George Hooper

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:



adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1725, Mar. 28




Warwick

CT

P


NOTE:  Hearn says victim was black, BNL says victim was an Indian

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Peter Westcott m. Philip


Weapon:  knife, stabbed him to death.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Exec. 4/23/1725 at Newport & buried at the site of his execution.

Source:  
Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 119.


Rhode Island Court of Trials, B: 20

Newspaper:

BNL 4/22/1725 (Th):  HOM in RI:  dtl Newport, 4/15:  Peter Westcot, an Indian Man (25) tried at the General Court of Trials in Newport on 4/8 for murdering an Indian man named Philip, of the township of Norwick [Warwick].  fG.  DEAD.  to be executed 4/23.  //  BNL 4/29:  executed on 4/23 "& was buried under the Gallows."

Boston Gazette, 4/12/1725:  hear from Providence that an Indian man lately murdered a mulatto at Warwick.  Jailed in Newport Goal.  fG.  Sentenced to death.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Peter Westcott 

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


25

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Philip

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

[slave]

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1732, Aug.




Newport, RI

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  yes, assailant

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:
dusk

Days to death:  14


HOM:  Thomas Hammett m. Katherine Cook


Weapon:  hit "given with an old iron Scoop Spade, just above the Right Eye."  d. "of a wound she had received from him a fortnight before."


Circumstances:  "without any Provocation on the part of the Deceased, or so much as a Word passed, in the dusk of the Evening, the Man being very drunk."  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  9/1732


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Escaped. 

Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL 9/7/1732 (Th):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  dtl Newport, 9/1:  T last Thomas Hammett jailed for murder of Kathrine Cook, who d. that day of a wound she had received from him a fortnight before.  "This unhappy Stroke was given with an old iron Scoop Spade, just above the Right Eye, without any Provocation on the part of the Deceased, or so much as a Word passed, in the dusk of the Evening, the Man being very drunk."  Trial next week.  BNL 9/21/1732:  dtl. Newport, 9/15:  fG.  to be executed in Oct.  Trial on T afternoon last."  The Jury agreed on a Special Verdict that Night, and the next Morning return;d into Court but were soon sent out again; at Noon they came in to ask some Questions, and then after a shore debate returned with their Verdict."  BNL 10/19/1732:  dtl Newport, RI, 10/11:  escaped from jail.  Found means to get off his irons, & his wife & child, going to visit him yesterday evening, & after half an hour, she came out & asked the jailer to fetch him some milk.  By the time he returned, TH had put on his wife's hat & bonnet -- the jailer mistook him for Mrs. TH & left him out & left TH's wife & child locked in the cell.  TH not yet captured.  Reward.  Militia in pursuit of him.  "The Bonnet was thrown over the Prison Wall last night."  [[MEANING?]]  "a think fac'd Man of a middle Stature, and had on a brownish coulour'd Duroy Coat, Leather Breeches, and Yarn Stockings."

American Weekly Mercury 9/14/1732:  dtl Boston, 9/4:  a man jailed at Newport on suspicion of murdering a woman by wounding her a fortnight ago with a spade.

Weekly Rehearsal, 9/11/1732:  dtl Newport, 9/7:  grand jury indicted TH for murder of KC.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Hammett

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:

yes, at least one

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Katherine Cook

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1733, Nov.




Providence, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. man m. unk. man


Weapon:  stabbed with a knife just below the Naval.  d. soon after.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed.  d. in jail.

Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL 11/15/1733 (Th):  HOM HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE in RI:  "We hear from Newport, that on Monday last was sevennight two Negros belonging to Col. Whipple of Providence, had a Quarrel, one of 'em stabb'd the other with a Knife just below the Naval, of which Wound he soon after Died."  //  BNL 12/20/1733 (Th):  HOM HHLD SLAVE by SLAVE in RI:  last week, d. in gaol in Providence, a negro man belonging to Col. Whipple. that stab'd his fellow Servant some time since."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Col. Whipple

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

slave of Col. Whipple

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1738, Sept. 3




at sea

P

CT


NOTE:  copied to child homicide file

Class:   do not count -- at sea

Crime:   HOM

Rela:   NONDOM CAPTAIN and SEAMAN and a CHILD (cabin boy, the captain's nephew) by SECOND CAPTAIN

Motive:  MUTINY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Peter Legrand (Second Captain) m. Adam Decheseau (Commander) and ___ Edward (an Englishman) and Stephen Decheseau (a boy, nephew of Capt. Decheseau)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  on the Sloop Dolphin burth'n about 79 Tons, from Cape Francois, Adam Decheseau Commander, in the Latitude of 27, 28.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 130.


Tried in Rhode Island:  records at Supreme Court Judicial Records Center, Pawtucket.

Newspaper:

BG, 9/25/1738 (3:1):  HOM in MA & AT SEA:  dtl, Newport, 9/22:  "We are informed that the Sloop Dolphin burth'n about 79 Tons, from Cape Francois, Adam Decheseau Commander, arrived at Block Island the last Lord's Day, and that her said Commander was kill'd by the 2d Capt. named Peter Legrand on the 3d Instant, in the Lat of 27, 28, and was thrown overboard by him and two other of the French Compnay; the said Legrand also murder'd an Englishman named Edward, and threw him overboard also; and after they came to Block Island the said Legrand went into the Cabin and loaded two Pistols, and then came up on the Deck with one of the Company named Frank, and commanded one Thomas Davis and John Merchant two Passengers on Board, to throw overboard a Boy named Stephen Decheseau, Nephew of said Capt. Dicheseau, and if they refused they would shoot them immediately, whereupon the said two Passengers thro fear of being kill'd, consented, and threw the said Boy overboard, who was drowned.


The Persons Names that belonged to the said Sloop that was brought in here on Tuesday last, are Peter Legarnd, Peter Tesseau, Francis Boudoin, and John Conprey, and likewise the two English Passengers, vis Thomas Davis, a Residenter here, and John Merchjant, a Residenter of Martha's Vineyard, who are all secured in our Goal till they come to Tryal for such barbarous Murder.



We are also informed that on Monday last the said Sloop coming to sail for a more convenient Place to Anchor in for a few Days, as Providence order'd miss's Stays, and was drove ashore on the Rocks, and bilged, and it is tho't to be by the means of the two English Passengers that the Sloop was drove ashore, to discover that capital Sin of Murder, that the Offenders might be brought to Justice.  We also hear that the chief of her Cargo is Molosses and Brandy, with some Chests of Win, and most of it likely to he saved, which the Authority have sent proper Persons to secure and take care of, till further Orders."  [BNL, 9/28/1738]


Boston Evening Post, 11/6/1738

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Peter Legrand 

Ethnicity:

French

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Second Captain of the sloop Dolphin 

Town:




Birthplace:

France

Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Adam Decheseau 

Ethnicity:

French

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

Commander of the sloop Dolphin 

Town:




Birthplace:

France

Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

___ Edward 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

passenger or mariner on the sloop Dolphin
Town:




Birthplace:

England

Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 3:  

Stephen Decheseau 

Ethnicity:

French

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


child
a boy

Literate:




Marital Status:

s

Children:

n

Occupation:

cabin boy on the sloop Dolphin
Town:




Birthplace:

France

Religion:




Organizations:



1741, June




Newport, RI

P


CHECK:  need more information

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  1


HOM:  a slave man suspected of m. a white man (& aik on 5 others)


Weapon:  poison


Circumstances:  six men ate fresh fish on board a Sloop.  Sailed then to Bristol & on the way became ill.  One man d. 24 hrs. & another man may die.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BG, 6/29/1741 (4:1):  POSS HOM HHLD POISON in RI[?]:  dtl Boston:  "About the same Time [a few days ago], six Men having eat some fresh Fish on board a Sloop at Newport, went directly to Bristol by Water, but soon found themselves extreamly sick and disordered at their Stomachs; one of them (a young Gentleman of a plentiful Estate at Surranam) died in about 24 Hours, and another is said to be in a poor Way but the rest ('tis hoped) are past all Danger.  It is strongly suspected, that a Negro Fellow who cooked the Fish, and who was under some Disgust, privately conveyed Poison into the Pot in which the Fish was boiled, the Physicians having given it as their Opinion, that the Mens Disorders were the Effects of Poison."  [BNL, 6/25/1741]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

slave, cook on board a ship

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


24

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

gentleman; wealthy, owned plantation

Town:


Surinam

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1744, Oct.




Narragansett, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [0]


HOM:  two Irish men suspected of m. unk. man


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL, 10/11/1744 (Th):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  "We hear that a Man was lately found murdered at Narraganset, who had just receiv'd a considerable Sum of Money, and was known to have travelled some Way with two Irish Men."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:

Irish

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1745, Jan. 21




Newport

CT

P

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM THIRD PARTY

Motive:  RESISTING LEGAL REMOVAL FROM A HOUSE

Intox?:  [n]

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:
3pm-4pm

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Samuel Banister, Jr. m. John [James] Osborn


Weapon:  musket:  shot in the thigh.  d. next morning.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  verdict:  death from the wound to the thigh.  "cannot tell who fired the gun off."


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  

Jane Fletcher Fiske, Gleanings from Newport Court Files, 1659-1783 (Boxford, Mass., 1998), 770.


TESTIMONY


William Dyre of Newport, gentleman, deputy sheriff:  on 1/21, 4pm, had gone to take possession of the house that was late the estate of John Cain of Newport, mariner, against which house & land John Gidley of Newport had obtained a judgment of court, which Walter Cranston bought at public vendue.  "got a rail and the sheriff (Peleg Brown, Esq.) and I forced the door open . . . Banister appeared in the gangway gun in hand."  Martin Howard, gentleman, testified that Banister swore he had a gun charged and would shoot the first man that broke into the house.  SB tried to persuade SB to quit peacefully.  Job Bennet, Jr. testified that Peleg Brown, Esq. asked him & Wm Dyre to go with him to take possession of the house "and when we came . . . found the door fast . . . William Dyre knocked . . . upon which Samuel Banister came to a close window at the west end of the house . . . replyed he would shoot."  While John Brown was speaking to SB, CApt. Griffiths took hold of the barrel of the gun and pushed the muzzle from him and slipped into the house.  John Brown followed and William Dyre."  Wit. heard the gun go off "directly" and saw James Osborn "fall upon the steps and saw the blood run from him."


Dr. Henry Hooper:  Mary Gage came & called him to see a man that her father-in-law, SB, had shot.  The wounded man was carried to Capt. Thompson's.  Then "was told they had brought him home to Capt. Griffiths house for he was his servant."  Describes the thigh wound.


Brice Eccles, distiller:  about 1/15 Mr. SB came "to my house in order to have my evidence concerning an affair between Mr. Langley and he - I told him I would due him all ye service I could - he then began to talk of ye ill treatment that he had received of Mr. Dyer and further said that his gun was then loaded with a brace of balls in order to blow his brains out - I expostulated with him about ye haineousness of ye crime and what a barbrous thing it was in its nature and at the same time menionted ye strictnes of Boston in such cases for a man to offer to present a gun tho perhaps he never intended to fire it - he semeingly was well satisfied with my discourse and so we parted."


Samuel Banister:  stated that the gun went off by accident when Capt. Griffiths laid hold of him.

Newspaper:

BNL, 1/31/1745 (Th):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  dtl Newport:  last M. Peleg Brown, Esq., sheriff of that county, attempting to give possession of a house in Town (in which dwelt Mr. Samuel Banister, Jr.) to a gentleman who had purchased it at a public sale made by one of the deputy sheriffs to satisfy a judgment of the court, Banister "not only refused them Admittance into the House; but in a solemn manner declar'd that he would shoot the first Person that should enter it.  After all Reasonings with him were found ineffectual, Mr. Brown determining to do his Duty ordered the Doors to be opened; Banister as soon as one of them was opened presented his Gun and repeated his Threats; but the Deputy Sheriff and some others whow ere present rushing in to disarm him, the Gun was discharged of a Brace of Balls, which narrowly missing one of the Deputy Sheriff pass'd thro' the Tigh of James Osborn," (18, apprentice to Capt. John Griffith), d. next morning.  SB, Jr. taken immediately into custody, now jailed for trial.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Samuel Banister 

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

bookkeeper

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John Osborn

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


18

Literate:




Marital Status:
s

Children:

n

Occupation:

apprentice or servant of Capt. John Griffiths

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1746, Jan.




Newport, RI

P


NOTE:  check further

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. man m. unk. woman (his wife)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed

Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL, 2/6/1746 (Th):  HOM DOM WIFE in RI:  Newport, RI, last week, a man jailed "on a strong Suspicion that he had murdered his Wife."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


[w]

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:




Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1748, Sept.




East Greenwich, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. man m. unk. man


Weapon:  stabbed 9 times in the belly.  d. "on the spot."


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed in Providence.  

Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL, 10/13/1748 (Th):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  fortnight ago, 2 men in East Greenwich, RI, "having some Difference about a Trifle," went to scuffling.  One stabbed the other 9 times in the belly.  d. "on the spot."  Jailed in Providence.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1749, July




Providence, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:
W

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Thomas Garret m. Isaac Sampson


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed.  

Source:  
Newspaper:

BG, 8/8/1749 (2:1):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  dtl Boston:  "We hear from Providence, that on Wednesday last one Thomas Garret of that Town, was committed to Goal for the Murther of a young Man named Isaac Sampson."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Garret

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Isaac Sampson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

"young man"

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1751, Jan. 1




South Kingston, KING'S Co.

P






[now Washington Co.]

CT

FILE


NOTE:  Xerox placed in Rhode Island file – copy into file here later.  From MEMOIRS.

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:

New Year's Day

Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Thomas Carter m. William Jackson


Weapon:  struck from behind, knocked unconscious, then stabbed 3 times through heart with rapier.  inst.


Circumstances:  on Boston Post Road.  TC a mariner from Virginia.  Met a woman in Newport, married her & settled down there.  Met WJ & befriended him when they learned they were both from Virginia.  TC learned WJ was on business trip & carried considerable money.  WJ left town to continue his business trip -- took Boston Post Road.  TC caught up with him, struck him down from behind, dragged body into woods, stripped it, took his goods, & took rapier from WJ's goods & stabbed him with it.  Stole clothing, horse, & merchandise worth 1000 l.  Body found 8 weeks later, frozen.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  To hang 5/10, "afterwards his Body is to be hung in Gibbetts."  Hearn:  10,000 attended execution.  Body dipped in tar & placed in iron cage & hung from top of a tall pole at scene of crime for many years.

Source:  

Wilkins Updike (1842) Memoirs of the Rhode Island Bar. Boston: Thomas H. Webb: 58-62.

Daniel Updike was Attorney General in 1751.  “Carter owned a small vessel, of which he went master, and sailed from Newport, where he resided, to New York.  He was wrecked on Long Island, and lost all, and borrowed money to defray the expenses of his return.  He landed on the Connecticut shore, and on his journey home, on foot, he fell in company with Mr. Jackson, a Virginian, bound to Newport, driving a horse laden with dressed deer skins, for sale, and the proceeds to be invested in Narragansett horses, for the home market.  He was dressed in wash-leather small clothes, snuff-colored jacket and red duffel over coat, a saw backed hanger at his side, and a watch with a green ribbon for a chain.  Both being destined for the same place, they traveled together, passing New London late at night.  On the 31st of December, 1750, they arrived at South Kingstown, and tarried at Nathan Nash’s.  The next morning Carter complained //


XEROX & place in Rhode Island file:  do later

Washington Co. Supreme Court Minutes, Book A (1747-1763): 72-3.


Case File, Supreme Court Records Center, Pawtucket, RI

Newspaper:

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 139-40.


BGAZ 4/16/1751 (T):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  Thomas Carter of Newport fG at South Kingston of "barbarously murdering" William Jackson, who belonged to Pennsylvania or Virginia.  DEATH.  To hang 5/10, "afterwards his Body is to be hung in Gibbetts."  //  HOM in RI:  Wm Jackson, from Virginia, where he was a freeholder in Augusta Co., apparently murdered at South Kingston, Rhode Island by Thos Carter, also of Virginia.  New York Post Boy 3/25 & 4/8 & 4/22/1751


BNL 4/18/1751 (2:1) & 5/23/1751 (2:1)

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Thomas Carter

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m. for past 18 mo.

Children:




Occupation:

former mariner

Town:


Newport; formerly of Virginia

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

William Jackson

Ethnicity:

[Scots-Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

"freeholder" / itinerant leather goods merchant

Town:


Augusta Co., Va.

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1752, July




Westerly, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM / SUI

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  unk. Indian man m. unk. Indian woman


Weapon:  cleaved her head with a hatchet.  Then hanged self to tree with a leather girdle.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BGAZ 7/21/1752 (T):  HOM / SUI NONDOM in RI:  dtl Newport, 7/17:  Westerly, RI, few days past, an Indian man "had some Difference" with an Indian squaw, "immediately took his Hatchet & split the Squaw's Head asunder."  Apprehending that he would be punished, hanged self to tree with leather girdle.  The squaw was "nearly ally'd to the Ninnecraft family."  [and BNL 7/23]

Census:  

Genealogy:  

The victim was "nearly ally'd to the Ninnecraft family." 

Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1756, Mar. 14




at sea

P

Class:   do not count -- at sea

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    WORK CREW MEMBER by CAPTAIN

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Joseph Hughes m. Michael Clark


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  Special Court of Admiralty


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Executed 11/1756 in Providence.

Source:  

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 144.

Newspaper:

Boston Evening Post 11/25/1756 (4:2)

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Joseph Hughes

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

sea captain of the Dove
Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Michael Clark

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

cooper, member of the crew

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1757, Oct. 8




Scituate, PRO

P

CT

FILE


NOTE:  Hearn says Scituate, paper says Providence.  Hearn says TK was white, paper says an Indian

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL at husking frolic

Intox?:  poss. both

Day of week:
Sat

Holiday?:
no

Time of day:
evening

Days to death:  3


HOM:  John Absalom m. Thomas King


Weapon:  knife.  Stabbed a young man in the belly.  d. soon after.  [3 days]


Circumstances:  after a husking frolick at Scituate at the house of a farmer named Nathaniel Phillips.  JA got into an argument with TK there.  JA waited near at the door of the house where the company was coming out.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  fG.  DEATH.  Executed 11/18/1757

Source:  
Newspaper:

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 144.


Providence Co. Superior Court Record Book (1757-1769), no. 1, p. 196


Case file, Supreme Court Records Center, Pawtucket, RI


BG 10/17/1757:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  last Sat was 7-night, (10/8), an Indian man (60) after a husking frolick at Providence, waited at the door of the house where the company was coming out, stabbed a young man in the belly.  d. soon after.  Indian tried last F, fG.  [BG 11/21:  Executed last Sat at Providence.  "He behaved uncommonly well, and expressed great Sorrow for his killing him; but shewed no Signs of Fear of Death, but rather a Desire to die."]


BNL 10/20/1757 (2:1) and 11/24/1757 (2:2)

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

John Absalom

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

m

Age:


62

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Thomas King

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


30

"young man"

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1764, July




South Kingston, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  [5]


HOM:  ___ Harvey m. Mr. Thomas Goddard


Weapon:  [unknown weapon] struck victim in the side.  d. some time later.


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed.  

Source:  
Newspaper:

NLG, 8/24/1764:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  dtl Newport, 8/20:  South Kingston, ___ Harvey, who lately struck Mr. Thomas Goddard of Newport in his side, in such a manner "as was supposed to occasion his death, which happened about three weeks since," now jailed in South Kingston.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___ Harvey

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. Thomas Goddard

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1765, Aug.




Providence, PRO

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    HHLD SLAVE by MASTER

Motive:  NEGLIGENCE

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Mr. Isaac Depeyster m. an elderly slave woman


Weapon:  exposure, starvation, neglect, old age.


Circumstances:  found dead in the fields at the new Powder House.


Inquest:  verdict:  old age and starvation.  "The Coroner's Inquest found, that being notoriously addicted to Theft, Drunkenness, and other Vices, she had been long a Nusance to her Master's Family:  and having been out on Monday Evening, was refused Admittance, and died thro' old Age, and want of proper Nourishment." 


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL 9/12/1765 (Th):  HOM MANSL NONDOM in RI:  dtl Providence, 9/2:  "On Tuesday Morning last, was found in the Fields at the new Powder House, the dead Body of an old Negro Woman, who had belonged to Mr. Isaac Depeyster.  The Coroner's Inquest found, that being notoriously addicted to Theft, Drunkenness, and other Vices, she had been long a Nusance to her Master's Family:  and having been out on Monday Evening, was refused Admittance, and died thro' old Age, and want of proper Nourishment." 

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Mr. Isaac Depeyster

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


b

Gender:

f

Age:


adult
"aged"

Literate:




Marital Status:




Children:




Occupation:

slave of Isaac Depeyster

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1767




West Greenwich, RI

P

Class:   uncertain

Crime:   poss HOM / body not yet found

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL / subsequent ROBBERY

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  ___ Mowry m. ___ Daley


Weapon:  ax


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

#117 CJNH 1/12/1770:  2:2 dtl Providence, RI 12/16:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  West Greenwich, RI, one Mowry jailed on charge of murdering a pedlar named Daley, 3 yrs ago.  "His Wife, on a Quarrel arising between them, openly accused him of being a Murderer, and boasted that she could have him hanged, which first gave Rise to the Enquiry.  The Woman and Daughter are likewise apprehended, and on Examination relate Matters differently.  The Girl affirms, that some Dispute happening between her Father and the Pedler, he threatened to kill him and pursued him with an Ax; that she saw her Father knock him down, and strike him several Times with the Axe, while struggling on the Ground, after which he threw the Body over a Wall, Some Goods that belonged to Daley were found in Mowry's Possession, which he says were exchanged by the Peddlar for a Horse.  Great Search has been made for the body, which is not yet found."  BNL 1/4/1770.  dtl Providence, 12/23.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___ Mowry

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:

at least one

Occupation:

[farmer]

Town:


West Greenwich

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Daley

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:





Children:




Occupation:

peddlar

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1768, May 3




Newport, RI

P

HIST
Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  [prob. all]

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:



Time of day:
between 11pm and 12am

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Mr. Robert Young (Mate), and Mr. Thomas Careless and Mr. Charles John Marshall (Midshipman) m. Mr. Henry Sparker (shoemaker of Newport) (and aik. on Mr. Philip Dexter of Providence)


Weapon:  HS:  run almost through the body with a sword.  d. 1 hr.  PD:  stabbed in his right side, and had his head very much cut and mangled, but he recovered.


Circumstances:  quarrel started at a house of ill-fame.  Ended in the street.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  murder


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed.  pNG.  fNG.

Source:  

Wilkins Updike (1842) Memoirs of the Rhode Island Bar. Boston: Thomas H. Webb: 75.

Mr. Oliver Arnold was Attorney General during the trial of Carless [note the spelling here] and others, which “excited an intense interest growing out of the exasperated state of animosity existing between this country and Great Britain, respecting the Stamp Act.”  Arose from an affray on 5/3/1768 in Newport between some citizens and Charles Carless & others, officers of the Senegal, a man of war then in the harbor.  Carless, “in his defence, thrust his sword into the breast of one Henry Sparker, which caused immediate death.”  CC & “his associates were arrested & tried at a special court in June, & after a full trial were acquitted.

Newspaper:

30 CJNH, 5/13/1768 (F):  2:1 dtl Newport, RI, 5/9:  HOM NONDOM / AIK POSS FATAL in RI:  "Last Tuesday Night (5/3) between 11 and 12 o'Clock as Mr. Henry Sparker, Shoe Maker, of this Town, and Mr. Philip Dexter of Providence, being in Company with some of the People belonging to his Majesty's Sloop Senegal, now in this Harbour, commanded by Capt. Cookson; a Difference happened between them, which ended in a very tragical Manner:  Sparker being run almost thro' the Body, with a Sword, as 'tis supposed; by which he died in about an Hour after; and Dexter received a Stab in his right Side, and had his head very much cut and mangled, by which his Life is still in Danger.  The Senegal's Men concerned in this unhappy Affair are Mr. Robert Young, Mate, Mr. Thomas Careless, and Mr.. Charles John Marshall, Midshipman; who are now confined in his Majesty's Jail in this Town, and are to have their Trial on the first Monday in June next.  As yet it seems to be a little uncertain who were the first Agressors in this melancholy Event, the Particulars must therefore be deferred till after the Trial."  [CC, 5/23]  [BNL 5/12:  "a fray happened at a house of bad fame" in Newport, among officers of the SENEGAL man of war on station.  "One Nichols a Dutchman a shoemaker, and one Dexter a sailor, both belonging to Newport.--It began in the house with high words, during which Dexter went away, and the people belonging to the man of war, went to a doctor's--Soon after their departure, it is said, Dexter having changed his dress, came back to the house with a club stuck with nails, threatening to search it, but on being answered they were not there, after some time departed, they however unluckly met again in the street, came to blows, when Nicolas and Dexter were both run through the body--The Dutchman immediately ran home, called out that he was a gone man, and died in a few minutes.  Dexter was alive when the post came away, but it was thought could not long survive.



Next day application being made to Capt. Cookson, of the SENEGAL, he expressed much sorrow for what had happened, accompanied the sheriff on board his ship, and delivered up his officers to the civil authority; a vast concourse of people attended their landing, and threatned to dispatch them; but by the prudent management of the sheriff, they were safely conducted to the court-house followed by the crowd, where they were examined, and afterwards committed to gaol.  During the examination, several of the croud behaved with such indecency to the judges, that they ordered the sheriff to carry them to goal, but the mob prevented him from putting their orders in executed."  BNL 6/16:  Dexter has almost recovered.  "His Evidence was greatly in Favour of the Prisoners."


35 CJNH 6/17/1768:  3:1-2 dtl Newport 6/6:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  at Superior Court in Newport, Mr. Robert Young, Mr. Thomas Careless, & Mr. Charles John Marshall.  Jury deliberated a few minutes.  fNG  "to the entire Satisfaction of the Court; and accordingly the Prisoners were immediately and honourably discharged."  Mr. Dexter now almost recovered.  "His evidence was greatly in favour of the Prisoners."  [CC, 6/20]  BNL 6/16.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Mr. Robert Young

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Mate on his Majesty's Sloop Senegal
Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Mr. Thomas Careless

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Midshipman on his Majesty's Sloop Senegal
Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 3:  

Mr. Charles John Marshall

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

Midshipman on his Majesty's Sloop Senegal
Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 1:  

Mr. Henry Sparker

Ethnicity:

Dutch or German

"Dutchman"

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

shoemaker

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim 2:  

Mr. Philip Dexter

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

sailor

Town:


Providence or Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1768, [May]




Gloucester, RI

P

HIST
Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM neonaticide suspect by law officers

Motive:  JUSTIFIED

Intox?:  

Day of week:
W

Holiday?:



Time of day:
night

Days to death:  0


HOM:  ___ Inman m. ___ Foster


Weapon:  pistol shot through the body


Circumstances:  at the victim's house


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  6/1768, special court

Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.
Source:  

Wilkins Updike (1842) Memoirs of the Rhode Island Bar. Boston: Thomas H. Webb: 75.  Attorney General Oliver Arnold tried Inman “for the supposed murder of Foster” at a special court in June 1768.  fNG.

Newspaper:

#37 CJNH 7/1/1768:  4:1 dtl Providence 6/4:  NEONATICE & A HOMICIDE in RI:  "From Gloucester we are informed, that one Foster, who was suspected of being concerned in the murder of a bastard child at the place, an officer, with a number of the inhabitants, went to his house last Wednesday night, in order to take him; but he refused to surrender, and produced a pistol, declaring he would defend himself, whereupon the officer entered the house, with a pistol in his hand, when Foster was shot thro' the body, and died in a few hours after."  BNL 6/16:  dtl Providence, 6/10:  ditto.  

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___ Inman
Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

[constable]

Town:


Gloucester

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Foster

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Gloucester

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1768, July




South Kingston, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  an Indian woman m. an Indian woman


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed

Source:  
Newspaper:

MASS GAZ 8/11/1768 (Th):  HOM NONDOM in RI:  "about three Weeks since, an Indian Woman was committed to Goal at Little-Rest in South-Kingstown, for the Murder of another Indian Woman who was far advanced in her pregnancy."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


Ind

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1771, Oct.




Providence, RI

P

Class:   do not count

Crime:   FALSE REPORT of HOM

Rela:    HHLD MASTER by JOURNEYMEN

Motive:  

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  William Jones & Jonathan Sweet (journeymen shoemakers) suspected of m. Mr. John Adams (shoemaker)


Weapon:  


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BNL 10/31/1771 (Th):  MISSING / LEGAL CHIARIVARI / FALSE REPORT of HOM in RI:  dtl Providence, 10/19.  For several days, inhabitants of Providence alarmed by sudden disappearance of Mr. John Adams, shoemaker, "who lately set up his Business here."  Missing since Sunday last.  many "alarmed for his safety."  on W 2 men who worked as journeymen for him "were taken into Custody, and sundry Circumstances appearing against one of them, who gave a very unsatisfactory Account of himself, they were both committed to Gaol, on Suspicion of being concerned in murdering him."  dtl 10/26:  false alarm.  William Jones & Jno Sweet discharged, after testimony from "a credible Person" that had seen Adams near the Fulling Mills in Warwick on Sunday evening, 10/13.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

William Jones

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

journeyman shoemaker for Mr. John Adams

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 1:  

Jonathan Sweet

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

journeyman shoemaker for Mr. John Adams

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. John Adams

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

master shoemaker

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1771, Nov. 22




Newport, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    MARITAL WIFE by HUSBAND

Motive:  QUARREL

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Conrad Flask (aided after the fact by Abiathar Wilson) m. ___ Flask (his wife)


Weapon:  in self defense, threw tongs at victim, "and threw them at her with such force, that one end entered her right temple, and stuck fast in her head, upon which she fell, without speaking a word."


Circumstances:  home victim & accused


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fG of MANSL.

Source:  
Newspaper:

#216 CJNH 12/6/1771:  dtl Newport 11/27:  HOM / MANSL DOM WIFE in RI:  "Last Friday Conrad Flask" of Newport, baker, "apprehended, on suspicion of his having mortally wounded his wife; His apprentice Abiathar Wilson, who had got on board one of the packets to go to Providence, was also apprehended.--Flack on examination gave but a poor account of the affair, but by Wilson's evidence it appeared, that about 11 o'clock the preceeding night, a high quarrel arose between Flack and his wife, and that she called him many hard names, struck him, and threw a plate at him, upon which he catched up the tongs, and threw them at her with such force, that one end entered her right temple, and stuck fast in her head, upon which she fell, without speaking a word; Flack immediately ran out; Wilson seeing his mistress fall, flew to her, but finding the tongs sticking in her head, he ran out after his master and told him he had killed his wife, and begged he would not run off and leave him; upon which they bothr eturned into the house, raised Mrs. Flack up, pulled out the tongs, and bound some paper, &c. over the wound, and then Flack went for a Doctor, pretending his wife and fell with her head against the tongs; after the Doctor had been there and examined the wound, & Flack found there was no probability of his wife's recovering, he told Willson that he was afraid he should be brought into trouble; that he would give Willson up his indentures, and furnish him with money for his expences if he would go off, that he might not be an evidence against him; and accordingly Willson early in the morning went on board one of the packets, but by some delay or other, the packet had but just made sail and got a few rods from the wharf, when they was hailed by the Sheriff in quest of Willson.


Both Flack and Willson were committed to close gaol after they were examined; and the woman died yesterday morning, having never spoke since she was wounded.  The jury of inquest brought in their verdict willful murder, by said Flack."


CC, 3/31/1772:  dtl Newport, 3/9:  HOM WIFE in RI:  last Sat, Sup. Ct. in Newport.  Contrad Flack tried for murder of his wife, "mentioned some time since."  fG of MANSL.  "The Case appeared so clear to the Jury, that he had no premeditated Design of Murder, they gave in their Verdict Manslaughter, without leaving their Seats."  [& #232 CJNH 3/27/1772:  dtl Newport, 3/9:  ditto]

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Conrad Flask

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
m

Children:




Occupation:

baker

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Abiathar Wilson

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  
s

Children:

n

Occupation:

apprentice baker to Conrad Flask

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Flask

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. Conrad

Children:




Occupation:

housewife

Town:


Newport

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1774, Nov. 8




Providence, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM MANSL

Rela:    NONDOM by THIRD-PARTY

Motive:  INTERVENING in a QUARREL

Intox?:  yes, victim

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:



Time of day:
9pm

Days to death:  0


HOM:  Mr. Ebenezer Ballard (hatter) m. Henry Preston [alias John Taylor] (journeyman barber)


Weapon:  stick -- blow to head.  d. 7 hrs.


Circumstances:  in Waybossot street


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1775


Court proceedings:  pNG.  fNG.

Source:  
Newspaper:

#372:  CJNH, 12/2/1774 (F):  3:1-2 dtl Providence 11/19:  HOM \ MANSL NONDOM in RI:  "On Tuesday Evening last, about Nine o'clock, one Henry Preston, alias John Taylor, a Journeyman Barber, having, as is supposed, drank rather freely, attacked sundry People in Waybossot street, and very badly wounded one Man on the Head with a Club:  He afterwards proceeded to challenge and gros[s]ly insult and abuse others, when Mr. Ebenezer Ballard, Hatter, who was at Work in an adjacent Shop, hearing the Noise, and being informed a Person was knocked down, ran immediately into the Street, hastily catched up a Stick, and struck said Preston on the Head, which unhappily put an End to his Life about seven hours afterwards.  Mr. Ballard immediately surrendered himself to Justice, and appeared to be penetrated with the deepest Sorrow for the Death which he had suddenly and unpremiditatedly [sic] occasioned."


CC, 4/3/1775:  dtl Providence, 3/25:  HOM \ MANSL NONDOM in RI:  a Superior Court, trial of Ebenezer Ballard, hatter, who on 11/15 wounded Henry Preston (aka Taylor) with a club, of which would he died.  Evidence:  "the deceased, being intoxicated with liquor, had dangerously wounded a person in the street with a club, & was grossly insulting and threatening a number of others, when he received the wound; that said Ballard was at work in an adjacent shop when the disturbance began, and the deceased being entire unknown to him, it could not be supposed he was actuated by malaice; the Jury therefore, after withdrawing a short time, brought in their verdict, Not guilty, and he was discharged."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Mr. Ebenezer Ballard

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

hatter, had his own shop

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Henry Preston [alias John Taylor]

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

journeyman barber

Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1777, Mar. 18




Potowomut, [RI]

P


CHECK:  place name

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM [prob. TORY by PATRIOT GUARD]
Motive:  POLITICAL / victim helping his son escape
Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  unk. guard m. ___ Slocomb


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  a man named Slocum was arrested "for sending supplies for provisions to the enemy at Rhode Island.  His father, in attempting to rescue him, was wounded by one of the guard, and is since dead."


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

CJNH, 4/4/1777 (F)  extra:  2:3 dtl Providence, 3/29:  HOM NONDOM TORY v. REBEL in RI:  "We learn that a person, by the name of Slocum; was apprehended at or near Potowomut on Thursday last, for sending supplies for provisions to the enemy at Rhode Island.  His father, in attempting to rescue him, was wounded by one of the guard, and is since dead."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

___

Ethnicity:



Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

guard for rebel forces

Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

___ Slocomb

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m. or widower

Children:


at least one

Occupation:



Town:




Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1778, Feb.




Providence, PRO

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  Stephen Walker m. John Spencer


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  affray on the Great Bridge


Inquest:  


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1778


Court proceedings:  fNG.

Source:  
Newspaper:

#547 CJNH, 4/8/1778 (W):  2:3 dtl Providence, 3/21:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  "At the Superior Court, now sitting here, Stephen Walker, a soldier belonging to the State of Connecticut, was Yesterday tried on an Indictment for the Murder of John Spencer, a Seaman late belonging to the Providence Frigate, in an Affray on the great Bridge in February last; when the Jury, after withdrawing a short Time, brought in their Verdict, NOT GUILTY."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

Stephen Walker

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

rebel soldier

Town:


Connecticut

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

John Spencer

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:

seaman belonging to the Providence Frigate

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1784, Apr. 19




Gloucester, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  UNK

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  


HOM:  William Inman m. Abraham Booth


Weapon:  unknown


Circumstances:  


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed

Source:  
Newspaper:

CJNH, 5/12/1784:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  dtl Providence, 5/1:  at Gloucester, M last, Abraham Booth of Douglass killed in an affray with Wm Inman of Gloucester.  Jailed in Providence.  BGAZ 5/10.

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

William Inman

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Gloucester

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Abraham Booth

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Douglass

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1786, Dec. 19




Providence, PRO

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  [poss attempted SEXUAL ASSAULT]

Intox?:  

Day of week:
T

Holiday?:



Time of day:
8pm

Days to death:  0


HOM:  William Young and John Molloy m. Elizabeth Hargill


Weapon:  a large bruise on the forehead, skull fractured.  [phys]


Circumstances:  on the schooner of the accused.  Found near a dock in Providence, appeared drowned.


Inquest:  Inquest verdict:  murdered on 12/19 willful murder by William Young & John Molloy.


Indictment?  yes, murder


Term?:  3/1787


Court proceedings:  both fG of mansl.

Source:  
Newspaper:

CJNH, 1/3/1787:  dtl Providence, 12/21:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  yesterday morning, body of Elizabeth Hargill found near a dock in Providence, appeared drowned.  "but upon being taken up Marks of Violence appeared on the Body, particularly a large Bruise on the Forehead, with the skull fractured, and it was supposed she must have been murdered, and then thrown into the Dock."  Inquest verdict:  murdered on 12/19 willful murder by William Young & John Molloy.  About 7pm dec. went from the house of widow Tyler, on Mr. Wm Chace's Wharf, with Wm Young (master of a small schooner from St. John's Island) on board his vessel.  After he had been on board .5 hr, he returned to Mrs. Tyler's where he had left John Molloy (a hand belonging to the above schooner) & gave him the key of his cabin.  JM went on board the vessel & WY soon followed him on board.  Dec. lying in one of the beds in the cabin when they came down.  One or both took the dec. on deck & with some weapon gave her a blow on the forehead & another on the back of the head, which "undoubtedly" caused her death.  Then "to prevent a Discovery, threw the Body into the River."  WY after the murder came again to Mrs. Tyler's & called for liquor & "appeared much agitated."  A person named Furlong then went down to the vessel & found JM standing in the cabin, "apparently stupid as he called to him several times before he took any Notice of him--and when he did, said he must not leave him; adnt ath he would not stay there alone, and finally went up with Furlong to Mrs. Tyler's, where Young was drinking."  Before midnight, WY & JM went on board the vessel.  "The Cloathes of the deceased were found hid in a Locker in the Cabbin, and the Deck, Quarter-Deck, and Quarter-Rails were bloody in many Places:--The Body was found just under the stern of the Vessel."  WY & JM jailed.  [CJNH, 4/4/1787:  dtl Providence, 3/24:  Superior COurt trial of WY:  fG of MANSL.]  BGAZ 1/1.


Litchfield Monitor, Iss. of 1/9/1787 (no. 107): dtl. Providence, Dec. 23, [1786]: "Wed morning the body of Elizabeth Hargill was found in one of the docks in this town, to appearance drowned; but on being taken up, marks of violence appeared...."  Jury of inquest brought in their verdict of wilful murder agst Wm Young and John Molloy.  The facts are..... [long column, ending with] The body was found just under the stern of the vessel ---Young and Molloy are confined in goal."    XEROX if we don't have it!


Litchfield Monitor, 4/8/1787, no. 120:  dtl. Providence, March 24:  "Yesterday came on, before the Honourable Superior Court, now sitting here,the trial of William Young, who, with John Molloy, was charged with the murder of Elizabeth Hargill, in the evening of the 19th of December last, on board a vessell then lying in this harbour.  The tiral commenced at Eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and lasted till Eight in the evening, when the jury withdrew, and at Eleven o'clock brought in their verdict, [in italics:] guilty of manslaughter."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

William Young

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

master of a small schooner from St. John's Island

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

John Molloy

Ethnicity:

[Irish]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

seaman on William Young's schooner

Town:


transient

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Elizabeth Hargill

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

f

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

[s]

Children:




Occupation:



Town:


Providence

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1790, Dec. 27




Gloucester, PRO

P

CT

Class:   certain

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  PROPERTY over wood that victim sold assailant

Intox?:  

Day of week:
M

Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  David Cumstock [Comstock] m. Mr. Ephraim Bacon


Weapon:  14 blows from an axe.  9 to face & head.


Circumstances:  dispute over wood that victim had sold assailant.  DC was chopping wood for EB.  Angry words.  EB turned to leave & DC struck him repeatedly.  DC fled & hid in haystack.  Many spectators at execution.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  jailed.  fG.  DEATH.  Executed at Providence, 5/27/1791.

Source:  
Newspaper:

Daniel Allen Hearn, Legal Executions in New England:  A Comprehensive Reference, 1623-1960 (Jefferson, North Carolina:  McFarland, 1999), 180.


Providence County Superior Court Minutes Book, April Term 1791, pp. 4-5.


Case File, Supreme Court Records Center, Pawtucket, RI.


Tract:  The Confession of Thomas Mount (at Connecticut 
Historical Society)


CJNH, 1/12/1791:  dtl Providence, 1/1:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  M last in Gloucester, shocking.  David Cumstock [Comstock] "have a dispute with Mr. Ephraim Bacon, relative to some Wood sold, struck him with an Ax, and by repeated blows put an end to his Life."  DC taken the next day at Smithfield, concealed in a haystack, & on Th. jailed in Providence.  "He confesses, that while following the deceased he struck him first on the shoulder, which not bringing him to the ground, he struck him on the head; that he then left him, but soon returned, and finding him still alive, repeated the blows till he expired.  Fourteen wounds were found on the body of the deceased, 9 of them on his head.  Mr. Bacon has left a Wife and three Children to lament their loss."  [CC 1/10]  BGAZ 1/3/1791.  BGAZ 6/6/1791:  dtl Providence, 5/28:  fG last March; executed yesterday, 3pm.  "appeared tranquil and resigned to his Fate."  After hanging 25 minutes, taken down & delivered to his "friends."  Detachment of militia attended and "a prodigious concourse of Spectators."


Newport Mercury 6/2/1791 (2:3)

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused:  

David Cumstock [Comstock]

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:

"yeoman"

Town:


Gloucester

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Mr. Ephraim Bacon

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:

m

Children:

3 children

Occupation:



Town:


Gloucester

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



1791, May




South Kingston, RI

P

Class:   probable

Crime:   HOM

Rela:    NONDOM

Motive:  ROBBERY

Intox?:  poss. all

Day of week:


Holiday?:



Time of day:


Days to death:  0


HOM:  Samuel Eldredge and Andrew Hawling m. Robert [Thomas] Morey


Weapon:  his throat cut & several stabs about his body


Circumstances:  found in some woods about .5 mi. from the road in South Kingston, entirely naked.  Robbed him after they left a tavern together.


Inquest:  


Indictment?  


Term?:  


Court proceedings:  
Source:  
Newspaper:

BGAZ 7/4/1791:  HOM NONDOM in RI:  dtl Newport, 6/25:  last Th found in some woods about .5 mi. from the road in South Kingston, entirely naked, Robert Morey of East Greenwich, his throat cut & several stabs about his body.  Last that he "was at a tavern about a month ago, (ever since which time he has been missing) in company with two strangers, who all three left the same in the evening--Morey at that time had on a new suit of clothes, about five dollars in his pockets, and a silver watch in his fob. --  Who the perpetrators of this horrid deed are is not even conjectured."  CC 7/4.


CC 1/16/1792:  HOM in RI:  dtl New London, 1/12:  last W, Samuel Eldredge and Andrew Hawling of North Kingston were jailed in Newport "on suspicion of being concerned in the supposed murder of Mr. Thomas Mory, as mentioned in the papers sometime since."

Census:  

Genealogy:
Accused 1:  

Samuel Eldredge

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


North Kingston

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Accused 2:  

Andrew Hawling

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:  


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


North Kingston

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Victim:  

Robert Morey

Ethnicity:

[English]

Race:


w

Gender:

m

Age:


adult

Literate:




Marital Status:


Children:




Occupation:



Town:


East Greenwich

Birthplace:



Religion:




Organizations:



Suspect(s








